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The Stonehenge 

UFO Event 

by Albert Budden. 
Albert Budden worked for the 

Scientific Civil Service for 

three years and has taught 

science in many state schools 

after obtaining a degree in 

education, specialising in 

biology and sociology. He has 

written and lectured on his 

chosen areas of study and 

has investigated numerous 

case reports over the last 

fourteen years. He is a 

member of the Environmental 

Medicine Foundation. 

Th i s  case mu st  b e  one of  the 
most intriguing close encounter 
events  of the past few years ,  
a l though i t  has h ad very l i t t le  
pu b l i c i t y  a n d  i s  v i r tu a l l y  
unknow n .  After present ing  i t  
at  B U F O  R A '  s I n te rn a t i o n al 
Con ference at the U n ivers i ty 
of B ri sto l  i n  the S u mmer of 
1 99 3 ,  I was  i n u n d ated w ith  
requests  wi th  not  on ly  more 
i n format i o n ,  but  to e xpand on  
the anal y s i s  of  i t  that I h ad 
h in ted at dur ing the l atter part 
of  my l ecture .  

Th i s  was that the huge orange 
ball  of  l ight  wh ich featured so 
l arge l y  i n  the  act ion  of th i s  
e ncou nter  was  a D e ve re u x ­
sty le  e arth l ight  w hich i nduced 
a hal l ucinatory real i ty  for the 
two w itnesses  by i rrad i at ing  
the ir  nervous  systems w ith i t s  
e lectromagnetic fie ld s .  

I w a s  surpr i sed to fin d  so  many 

people  who were unaware of 
Dr  M ichael  Pers inger'  s work 
on  th i s  concept as a mean s for 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c l o s e  
e n c o u n t e r  e x pe r i e n ce 
g e n e r a l l y ,  a n d  e v e n  m o re 
amazed to  rea l i s e  that  Pau l 
Devereu x '  s defi n i t i ve  studies  
o n  eart h l i gh t s  as  l u m i n ou s  
s p h e r e s  o f  e l ectro m a g n e t i c  
energy originat ing in  geological 
fau l t  z o n e s ,  w a s  e i t h e r  
u n k n o w n  t o  t h e m  o r  
d i sregarded .  Thi s  w a s  pecu l i ar 
for me,  as I had i n s ta l led  such 
concepts i nto my v iew of the 
UFO phenomenon years ago 
and had been app l y ing  them as  
a matter of  cou rse  for y ears . I 
have a l so  e x tended and refined 
t h i s  i d e n t i fi cat i o n  o f  
e l ectromagnetic fie lds  a s  the 
source for 'cl ose  encounter  
i magery i n  ALLERGIES AND 
ALIE NS .  

Devereux '  s book was publ i shed 
i n  the watershed year of 1 9 82, 
and s ince then , when i t  made 
its in i t ial i mpact , i t  was as if  the 
ETH enthus ias ts ,  i rr i tated by a 
temporary set-back, had i n  their 
hearts and minds ,  con structed 
an I n d i an - s t y l e  re servat i o n ,  
placed t h e  e arth l i gh t/Persinger 
c o n c e pt t h e r e ,  a n d  s o  
con t a i n ed w a s  con ve n i e n t l y  
ignored . 

I t  was  on ly  two y ears earl i er 
when the same brand of ETH 
as in fu l l  flood via a b laze in 
R e n d l e s h am f o r e s t  w h i c h  
d a z z l e d  a n y o n e  w h o  e v e n  
casual l y  looked i t s  way ,  and i n  
t h i s  s i mpl i st i c  a n d  sa leba le  
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g lare, returned to  bus iness  as 
u su al on  the ETH scene .  The 
earth l ight/Pers i nger concepts  
were tucked away at the back 
of t h e  s h o p  a n d  forg o t t e n .  
H o w e ve r ,  t h e  a d o l e s ce n t  
fantas ies  o f  the  ETH are n o w  
u n d e r  r e n e w e d  a s s au l t  b y  
m y s e l f  a n d  eo-worker,  A n n e  
S i l k a t  G r e a t  M i s s e n d e n ,  
England .  W e  feel  that the ETH 
faith i s  i rresponsibly dangerous,  
becau se i t  act ive ly  d i rects the 
attent ion of those who have 
been subj ect to the al ien contact 
effect away from the real cau se 
o f  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s :  
e lectromagnetic pol lut ion .  

THE STONEHENGE 

ENCOUNTER 

O n  or around 1 8 th November 
1 9 9 0  at  a b o u t  8 . 3 0 in t h e  
even ing ,  a young profess ional  
couple ,  Dorne and Lee,  were 
driv i n g  back to London after 
v i s it ing relatives in  Wales .  They 
fel t  rel uctant to return home to 
the i r  dai ly rout ines and decided 
to t a k e  i n  t h e  pre h i s t o r i c  
monument t o  make the j ourney 
home more i n teres t ing .  It was 
a c lear fro s ty  n i gh t  w i t h  a 
cl oudless  sky sprinkled wi th  
s tars and a br ight  fu l l  moon . 
They eventual l y  reached the 
A 3 4 4  a p p ro ach r o a d  t o  
S tonehenge and drove through 
t h e  f l a t  a n d  m o n o t o n o u s 
sce nery of Sa l i sbury Plai n .  

They passed throug h  a number 
of cross-roads formed by minor 
roads lead ing  off to the left and 
right,  and as they sped a long 
they no t iced ahead of  them, a 
small  copse of trees from which 
eman ated an eerie orange g low . 
Dorne  n o t iced an odd t w o­
dimensional qual i ty to this small 
sect ion  of woodland, which she 
qu ick l y  forgot about, becau se 
as  they drew n e a r ,  a h u g e  
orange bal l  o f  l ight rose u p  from 
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Witnesses Car 

Fi gure 1 .  

D iagrammatic plan of S tonehenge showing l ocat ion of wi tnesse s .  

beh i n d  i t , a n d  hovered i n  he air 
about fifty fee t  above them.  
Amazed, Dorne asked Lee what 
it cou ld  poss ib ly  be as they 
peered upward s th rou gh the 
w i n d scree n  as  t h e y  pa s s e d  
be low i t .  

Surpri s ing ly  u n i mpressed ,  Lee 
said someth ing  d i smi ss ive  in a 
d i s i n terested tone and pres sed 
o n .  D o r n e  h o w e v e r ,  w a s 
f a s c i n at e d  b y  t h e  h u g e  
luminous  g l obe(about ten fee t  
cross )  especial l y  when i t  shot  
a w a y  fr o m  i t s  s t a t i o n e ry 
pos i t i on and paced the car to 
the r i g h t  as they  con t i nued 
towards the ancient  monument .  

B efore they got  there however,  
s o m e t h i n g  e l s e s t ra n g e  
occurred .  As  they drew near 
to  the general monument area, 
the headl ights i l luminated a band 
of  fog which stretched across 
he road in front  of  them. This 
w as about two feet  w i de at the 
he ight  of the car w i n d screen 

w ith a clear space u nderneath , 
and probably  e xtended further 
e i ther s ide of the  road i nto the 
darkness .  I t  reminded Dorne 
of the barriers at border-posts  
when one i s  enterin g  another 
coun try , and i n deed,  as soon as 
they had driven through it ,  they 
fe l t  as if t h e y  had in fact 
entered The Twi l ight  Zone . 

There was a d i st inct change i n  
atmosphere; every th i n g  was  
b athed i n  an eer ie  s i l ence w i th 
an o v e rw h e l m i n g  s e n s e  o f  
s t i l l ness  and i so lat ion . Dorne 
l ater commented, "It fel t  as  if 
we were the only two people 
left i n  the w orld" . Th i s  effect 
was further  enhanced by the 
absence of  any other cars in 
the area, and n o  veh icle h ad 
passed them i n  e i ther d i rect ion  
for some t i me .  

EVENTS AT THE 

MONUMENT 

The sphere of orange l igh t  was 
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s t i l l  keepi ng  them company as 
they drew into the lay-by bes ide 
t h e  s e cu r i t y  fe n ce t h a t 
s u rro u n d s  t h e  h e n g e  i t s e l f .  
Dorne,  although quite unnerved 
by the pre sence of the huge 
l ight ,  was eager to get out of 
the car "to have a good look at 
t h e  t h i n g " . L e e ,  a l t h o u g h  
decidedly  un impressed b y  i t ,  
re m e m b e r e d  fro m  the  fe w 
books he h ad read on  UFOs,  
that they could immobi l i se cars , 
and de l iberatel y  left the engine  
running.  

Stonehenge was on  the ir  r ight ,  
and across  the  road was what 
Dorne described as "a perfect ly 
flat fie ld" ,  over which the bal l  
of l ight hovered about s ixty feet  
up. Lee however,  for reasons 
k n o w n  o n l y  to  h i m s e l f ,  
( a l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  s o m e  
i n s ights  from Dorne) decided 
that as an amateur astronomer, 
the moon held far more in terest 
for him, and he stood on one 
side of the  car facing  i t  over 
Stonehenge,  wi th  his  back to 
where the ba l l  of l i ght hung in 
the sky . 

Dorne  had h ard l y  begun to  
e xamine the g lowing  sphere 
when it shot s ideways from a 
standing start and halted equal ly 
abrupt ly  a short d i stance away . 
I t  then began a sequence of 
aerial  manoeu vres wh ich took 
Dorne' s breath away . It sped 
acro s s  t h e  fie l d  j u s t a b o v e  
ground leve l ,  a n d  t h e n  hurtled 
vertical ly  upwards and stopped, 
and then shot  s i deways agai n ,  
w inked o u t  for a second o r  two 
a n d  t h e n  r e appe a r e d  in a 
d ifferent part of the sky on ly  to  
d i ve vert ical ly  down towards 
the grou nd,  stoppin g  a few feet  
from i t .  Dorne re l ates th at i t  
outl ined a huge rectangle i n  the 
a ir  by its movement s ,  and she 
had the d i s t i nct fee l ing  that i t  
w as ho ld ing  her attent ion and 
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performing for her .  S omet imes 
i t  would sudde n l y  d i s appear 
behind a small h i l lock or mound 
in the middle  o f  the fie ld  and 
re-emerge after a moment  or 
t w o .  

During th i s  t i m e ,  she would 
i mpl ore Lee to turn aroun d  and 
look ,  but  he seemed equal ly  
engros sed i n  tak ing  i n  the  s ight  
of  S tonehenge by moonl ight . 
D o r n e  l a t e r  d e s cr i b e d  t h e  
weird ly  absurd scene  where 
they were each standing  wi th  
the ir  backs to each other on  
e i ther s ide of the  car, look ing  in  
oppos i te d i rect i o n s .  I t  was a l so  
dur ing  th i s  period that Dorne 
turned way from the l i g h t  for a 
moment to see what Lee was 
d o i n g ,  a n d  r e a l i s e d  t h a t 
S t o n e h e n g e  w a s  q u i t e 
spectacu l ar b y  moonl igh t ,  and 
went over to  where he was and 
reached over the fence to pl ace 
her hand on the smal l  heel­
stone . Th i s  was a sort of  "I 
actu al l y  touched S tonehenge" 
gesture ,  as  th i s  smal l  stone was 
wel l  away fro m  the main group 
of s tand ing  ston e s .  However ,  
even th i s  s imple touri st- l ike  act 
had i t  strange aspect s .  Dorne 
re l at e s: "As I w atch e d  t h e  
orange b al l ,  I j u st rested m y  
hand agains t  t h e  s tone ,  a n d  i t  
w a s  a s  " i f my hand h ad s tuck to  
i t  and i t  fel t  a l l  t ing ly  . . .  " .  

S h e  then returned to  her  s ide of  
the  car, and  sudden l y  d ecided 
to "wake Lee up" and cal led to 
him to get  a l oaded camera 
from the car . H i s  response  was 
n ot what she e xpected , w i thout  
w arn i n g  he wheeled roun d  and 
screamed at her  to get  in to  the 
car, scrambl ing to do so h imself. 
There was someth ing  in  h i s  
v oice which made Dorne react 
i mmediately and she d i ved in to 
the pas senger seat ,  s l amming 
the door qu ick l y  beh ind  her .  I t  
took a spl i t  second for Lee to 

engage the gears and the car 
l u rc h e d  a w a y  i n t o  t h e  
darkn e s s ,  t y r e s  scree ch i n g .  
Thoroughly  shake n ,  h e  drove 
at h i g h  spe e d  a w a y fr o m  
S t o n e h e n g e ,  a n d  D o r n e ' s  
bemu sement was not  he lped by 
the appe arance of  a n o t h e r  
weird band o f  fog acro ss  the  
road,  ident ical to  the firs t .  She  
g lanced out of the  window to 
see the ball  of l ight again pacing 
the car . 

They drove for several mi les  
before they  decided to s top i n  a 
lay-by to take stock of events .  
Dorne was of  cou rse eager to  
k n o w  what  i t  was  t h at had  
fri ghtened Lee  so much , and  at  
this  po in t  he  told her .  

W h i l st he  h ad been admir ing  
the  monument in  the  moonl ight ,  
h e  sudde n l y  n ot iced a dark 
figure i n  the  middle  d i stance 
bes ide one of the l arger s tone s .  
H e  d id  n o t  s e e  where h e  came 
from; he was j u st sudde n l y  
there . He h ad b e e n  somewhat 
appre h e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e  
a b r a s i v e repu t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
secu ri ty  guards a t  S tonehenge,  
and h e  thought  id ly  that th is  
figure was pos s ib ly  the n i ght­
sh i ft makin g  an appearance . 
He was then further u nnerved 
to  see it  plod purpo s e fu l l y  
towards h i m ,  s tampin g  heav i l y  
i n  t h e  th ick autumn leav e s .  

Dorne in terrupted Lee a t  t h i s  
poi n t  to say that there were no  
leaves  aro u n d  t h e  s t an d i n g  
s tones ,  a s  there were no  trees 
nearb y ,  and any w ay ,  the w i nd 
which howled across  the pla in  
would  have b lown them a l l  
away . 

Lee i n s i sted that  h e  d i s t inctl y  
h e ar d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  h e a v y  
footsteps i n  a th ick layer of 
leave s ,  and went on to  say that 
he was surpri sed how quickl y  
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the  d ark figure covered the  
d i stance towards h im .  I t  was  
only  when i t  approached the 
h igh securi ty fencin g  that he  
real i sed that i t  was no  ord i n ary 
man . It was about seven fee t  
tal l and  correspondingly broad, 
and w as completely b lack and 
featureless  a l l  o ver from head 
to toe. No face or clothing could 
be seen a h umanoid  b l an k .  He 
had h ardl y  taken th i s  i n  w hen  
he real i sed  that i t  was  n o w  
right  again st t h e  fencing ,  a n d  i t  
had  flashed through h i s  mind  
t h at at  l eas t  t h e  fence was  
between them.  I t  was a t  th i s  
poin t  that Dorne had cal led h im 
t o  g e t  t h e  camera ,  a n d  h e  
snapped o u t  of  h i s  mesmerised 
state into total  pan ic and col d  
fear, a n d  he screamed a t  Dorne 
to get  i nto the  car. 

Then th ings  seemed to h appen 
in  s low-motion . As he turned 
to get  to the  car he saw that the 
figure was now on their s ide  of  
the securi ty fence ,  and when 
he reached the car  door i t  was 
actual ly beh i n d  the car .  After 
cl o s i n g  the door and as  h e  
s lammed i t  i n t o  gear,  i t  was 
beside the car on his  s ide,  and 
he was thankfu l  to  be ab l e  to 
roar away in to the darkness ,  
leavi n g  i t  behind them.  

POST -ENCOUNTER 

EVENTS 

Dorne saw and knew n oth ing  
of th i s  huge d ark figure ,  and 
h ad her own story to te l l  about 
the acrob atic movements of the 
ball of  l igh t .  She now l aughs  at 
the s i tuat ion; in  her own words : 
"Wel l  Lee was tel l i n g  me th i s  
happened,  and  I was  tel l ing  h im 
wel l  that happened , and i t  was  
ridicu lou s .  Even though we had 
both been in the same s i tuat ion 
i t  was  as i f  we had not  been 
there together  at al l!" 
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Witnesses Car 

Fi gure 1 .  

D iagrammatic plan of S tonehenge showing l ocat ion of wi tnesse s .  

beh i n d  i t , a n d  hovered i n  he air 
about fifty fee t  above them.  
Amazed, Dorne asked Lee what 
it cou ld  poss ib ly  be as they 
peered upward s th rou gh the 
w i n d scree n  as  t h e y  pa s s e d  
be low i t .  

Surpri s ing ly  u n i mpressed ,  Lee 
said someth ing  d i smi ss ive  in a 
d i s i n terested tone and pres sed 
o n .  D o r n e  h o w e v e r ,  w a s 
f a s c i n at e d  b y  t h e  h u g e  
luminous  g l obe(about ten fee t  
cross )  especial l y  when i t  shot  
a w a y  fr o m  i t s  s t a t i o n e ry 
pos i t i on and paced the car to 
the r i g h t  as they  con t i nued 
towards the ancient  monument .  

B efore they got  there however,  
s o m e t h i n g  e l s e s t ra n g e  
occurred .  As  they drew near 
to  the general monument area, 
the headl ights i l luminated a band 
of  fog which stretched across 
he road in front  of  them. This 
w as about two feet  w i de at the 
he ight  of the car w i n d screen 

w ith a clear space u nderneath , 
and probably  e xtended further 
e i ther s ide of the  road i nto the 
darkness .  I t  reminded Dorne 
of the barriers at border-posts  
when one i s  enterin g  another 
coun try , and i n deed,  as soon as 
they had driven through it ,  they 
fe l t  as if t h e y  had in fact 
entered The Twi l ight  Zone . 

There was a d i st inct change i n  
atmosphere; every th i n g  was  
b athed i n  an eer ie  s i l ence w i th 
an o v e rw h e l m i n g  s e n s e  o f  
s t i l l ness  and i so lat ion . Dorne 
l ater commented, "It fel t  as  if 
we were the only two people 
left i n  the w orld" . Th i s  effect 
was further  enhanced by the 
absence of  any other cars in 
the area, and n o  veh icle h ad 
passed them i n  e i ther d i rect ion  
for some t i me .  

EVENTS AT THE 

MONUMENT 

The sphere of orange l igh t  was 
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s t i l l  keepi ng  them company as 
they drew into the lay-by bes ide 
t h e  s e cu r i t y  fe n ce t h a t 
s u rro u n d s  t h e  h e n g e  i t s e l f .  
Dorne,  although quite unnerved 
by the pre sence of the huge 
l ight ,  was eager to get out of 
the car "to have a good look at 
t h e  t h i n g " . L e e ,  a l t h o u g h  
decidedly  un impressed b y  i t ,  
re m e m b e r e d  fro m  the  fe w 
books he h ad read on  UFOs,  
that they could immobi l i se cars , 
and de l iberatel y  left the engine  
running.  

Stonehenge was on  the ir  r ight ,  
and across  the  road was what 
Dorne described as "a perfect ly 
flat fie ld" ,  over which the bal l  
of l ight hovered about s ixty feet  
up. Lee however,  for reasons 
k n o w n  o n l y  to  h i m s e l f ,  
( a l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  s o m e  
i n s ights  from Dorne) decided 
that as an amateur astronomer, 
the moon held far more in terest 
for him, and he stood on one 
side of the  car facing  i t  over 
Stonehenge,  wi th  his  back to 
where the ba l l  of l i ght hung in 
the sky . 

Dorne  had h ard l y  begun to  
e xamine the g lowing  sphere 
when it shot s ideways from a 
standing start and halted equal ly 
abrupt ly  a short d i stance away . 
I t  then began a sequence of 
aerial  manoeu vres wh ich took 
Dorne' s breath away . It sped 
acro s s  t h e  fie l d  j u s t a b o v e  
ground leve l ,  a n d  t h e n  hurtled 
vertical ly  upwards and stopped, 
and then shot  s i deways agai n ,  
w inked o u t  for a second o r  two 
a n d  t h e n  r e appe a r e d  in a 
d ifferent part of the sky on ly  to  
d i ve vert ical ly  down towards 
the grou nd,  stoppin g  a few feet  
from i t .  Dorne re l ates th at i t  
outl ined a huge rectangle i n  the 
a ir  by its movement s ,  and she 
had the d i s t i nct fee l ing  that i t  
w as ho ld ing  her attent ion and 
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performing for her .  S omet imes 
i t  would sudde n l y  d i s appear 
behind a small h i l lock or mound 
in the middle  o f  the fie ld  and 
re-emerge after a moment  or 
t w o .  

During th i s  t i m e ,  she would 
i mpl ore Lee to turn aroun d  and 
look ,  but  he seemed equal ly  
engros sed i n  tak ing  i n  the  s ight  
of  S tonehenge by moonl ight . 
D o r n e  l a t e r  d e s cr i b e d  t h e  
weird ly  absurd scene  where 
they were each standing  wi th  
the ir  backs to each other on  
e i ther s ide of the  car, look ing  in  
oppos i te d i rect i o n s .  I t  was a l so  
dur ing  th i s  period that Dorne 
turned way from the l i g h t  for a 
moment to see what Lee was 
d o i n g ,  a n d  r e a l i s e d  t h a t 
S t o n e h e n g e  w a s  q u i t e 
spectacu l ar b y  moonl igh t ,  and 
went over to  where he was and 
reached over the fence to pl ace 
her hand on the smal l  heel­
stone . Th i s  was a sort of  "I 
actu al l y  touched S tonehenge" 
gesture ,  as  th i s  smal l  stone was 
wel l  away fro m  the main group 
of s tand ing  ston e s .  However ,  
even th i s  s imple touri st- l ike  act 
had i t  strange aspect s .  Dorne 
re l at e s: "As I w atch e d  t h e  
orange b al l ,  I j u st rested m y  
hand agains t  t h e  s tone ,  a n d  i t  
w a s  a s  " i f my hand h ad s tuck to  
i t  and i t  fel t  a l l  t ing ly  . . .  " .  

S h e  then returned to  her  s ide of  
the  car, and  sudden l y  d ecided 
to "wake Lee up" and cal led to 
him to get  a l oaded camera 
from the car . H i s  response  was 
n ot what she e xpected , w i thout  
w arn i n g  he wheeled roun d  and 
screamed at her  to get  in to  the 
car, scrambl ing to do so h imself. 
There was someth ing  in  h i s  
v oice which made Dorne react 
i mmediately and she d i ved in to 
the pas senger seat ,  s l amming 
the door qu ick l y  beh ind  her .  I t  
took a spl i t  second for Lee to 

engage the gears and the car 
l u rc h e d  a w a y  i n t o  t h e  
darkn e s s ,  t y r e s  scree ch i n g .  
Thoroughly  shake n ,  h e  drove 
at h i g h  spe e d  a w a y fr o m  
S t o n e h e n g e ,  a n d  D o r n e ' s  
bemu sement was not  he lped by 
the appe arance of  a n o t h e r  
weird band o f  fog acro ss  the  
road,  ident ical to  the firs t .  She  
g lanced out of the  window to 
see the ball  of l ight again pacing 
the car . 

They drove for several mi les  
before they  decided to s top i n  a 
lay-by to take stock of events .  
Dorne was of  cou rse eager to  
k n o w  what  i t  was  t h at had  
fri ghtened Lee  so much , and  at  
this  po in t  he  told her .  

W h i l st he  h ad been admir ing  
the  monument in  the  moonl ight ,  
h e  sudde n l y  n ot iced a dark 
figure i n  the  middle  d i stance 
bes ide one of the l arger s tone s .  
H e  d id  n o t  s e e  where h e  came 
from; he was j u st sudde n l y  
there . He h ad b e e n  somewhat 
appre h e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e  
a b r a s i v e repu t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
secu ri ty  guards a t  S tonehenge,  
and h e  thought  id ly  that th is  
figure was pos s ib ly  the n i ght­
sh i ft makin g  an appearance . 
He was then further u nnerved 
to  see it  plod purpo s e fu l l y  
towards h i m ,  s tampin g  heav i l y  
i n  t h e  th ick autumn leav e s .  

Dorne in terrupted Lee a t  t h i s  
poi n t  to say that there were no  
leaves  aro u n d  t h e  s t an d i n g  
s tones ,  a s  there were no  trees 
nearb y ,  and any w ay ,  the w i nd 
which howled across  the pla in  
would  have b lown them a l l  
away . 

Lee i n s i sted that  h e  d i s t inctl y  
h e ar d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  h e a v y  
footsteps i n  a th ick layer of 
leave s ,  and went on to  say that 
he was surpri sed how quickl y  
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the  d ark figure covered the  
d i stance towards h im .  I t  was  
only  when i t  approached the 
h igh securi ty fencin g  that he  
real i sed that i t  was no  ord i n ary 
man . It was about seven fee t  
tal l and  correspondingly broad, 
and w as completely b lack and 
featureless  a l l  o ver from head 
to toe. No face or clothing could 
be seen a h umanoid  b l an k .  He 
had h ardl y  taken th i s  i n  w hen  
he real i sed  that i t  was  n o w  
right  again st t h e  fencing ,  a n d  i t  
had  flashed through h i s  mind  
t h at at  l eas t  t h e  fence was  
between them.  I t  was a t  th i s  
poin t  that Dorne had cal led h im 
t o  g e t  t h e  camera ,  a n d  h e  
snapped o u t  of  h i s  mesmerised 
state into total  pan ic and col d  
fear, a n d  he screamed a t  Dorne 
to get  i nto the  car. 

Then th ings  seemed to h appen 
in  s low-motion . As he turned 
to get  to the  car he saw that the 
figure was now on their s ide  of  
the securi ty fence ,  and when 
he reached the car  door i t  was 
actual ly beh i n d  the car .  After 
cl o s i n g  the door and as  h e  
s lammed i t  i n t o  gear,  i t  was 
beside the car on his  s ide,  and 
he was thankfu l  to  be ab l e  to 
roar away in to the darkness ,  
leavi n g  i t  behind them.  

POST -ENCOUNTER 

EVENTS 

Dorne saw and knew n oth ing  
of th i s  huge d ark figure ,  and 
h ad her own story to te l l  about 
the acrob atic movements of the 
ball of  l igh t .  She now l aughs  at 
the s i tuat ion; in  her own words : 
"Wel l  Lee was tel l i n g  me th i s  
happened,  and  I was  tel l ing  h im 
wel l  that happened , and i t  was  
ridicu lou s .  Even though we had 
both been in the same s i tuat ion 
i t  was  as i f  we had not  been 
there together  at al l!" 
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From this ,  as w ith so many dual­
wi tness  encounters , i t  i s  clear 
t h at t h e i r  perce p t i o n s  w ere 
l arge ly  segregate d .  One th ing 
they d id  share however, was  
the  b a n a n a  surpr i s e !  A fter 
exci tedly  te l l ing  each other of  
their  e x perience s they  both 
n ot ice d  that a fre sh ban ana 
( Dorne is  vegetarian)  which 
h ad been p l aced j u st i n s ide the 
w i n d scre e n  on top of t h e  
d a s h b o ard  h ad c h a n g e d  
dramatica l l y .  I t  was b lackened,  
d i s g u s t i n g l y  o v er-r i p e  a n d  
ooz ing ,  and although they h ad 
b o t h  t h o u g h t " T h i s  i s  
e v idence . . .  " ,  they threw it out  
of  the  car window.  

W h i l st they talked they could  
s t i l l  see  the ba l l  of l ight hovering 
some d i stance away , and after 
driv i n g  on and reachi n g  the 
m o t o rw a y  a ft e r  a furt h er 
twenty minutes  of dri v i n g ,  it  
fin al l y  " w inked out" as Dorne 
put it .  However, it as only  when 
they saw the traffic that  they 
real i sed "this  is  how it  shou ld  
h a v e  b e e n "  t h a t t h e  fu l l  
enormi ty  o f  the s trangeness  of 
t h e i r  e x p e ri e n ce h i t  t h e m . 
D or n e  d e scr i b e d  i t  a s  l i k e  
w a k i n g  u p  fro m  a d re a m ,  
a l though a t  t h e  t ime  i t  h ad 
seemed "the most  natural th ing  
i n  the w orld" . I t  was then that  
they b ecame v ery frightened ,  
and on  reaching  London,  they  
went  to a friend ' s house and 
ended u p  s leeping on  the floor 
rather than go home . 

AFTERMA TB AND 

WITNESS BACKGROUND 

I n  the  fo l lowing  weeks both 
w i t n e s s e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a 
number of e ffects th at they 
cou ld  n ot readi l y  e xp lain . They 
both l i ved in a shared house 
with their own rooms,  and found 
that  obj ects i n  one room would  
be found mysterious ly  i n  the  

other. That i s  to  say ,  Dorne '  s 
p erso n al p o s s e s s i o n s  w o u l d  
turn u p  in  Lee ' s room a n d  hers 
i n  h i s .  T h i s  e ffect can b e  
cau sed by automatic behav i our 
where the subj ect carries out  
rou t i n e  act i o n s  a n d  h as no 
memory of having done so ,  and 
i s  a symptom of EH that has 
been recorde d  o n  v ideo  for 
medical train ing  purposes .  

As  w i t h so  m a n y  c l o s e  
encou n t er w i t n e s s e s ,  D orne 
has a long h i story of paranormal 
e xperiences  reachi n g  back to 
ch i ldhood . These  i ncluded 
v i s ionary episodes ,  past  l i ves ,  
out  of body  experience s  and  
preco g n i t i o n . She  h ad a l s o  
e x p erienced U F O  s i g h t i n g s ,  
most of  w hich s h e  regarded 
w ith some humour as en t irel y  
i l lu s ory . I n  fact , D orne  i s  
e v iden t ly  a n  i n t e l l i ge n t  and 
balanced y oung  woman,  w ith  a 
ready w i t  and an appropriate 
sense  of humour regard ing  her 
p ercep t i o n s .  F o r  e x am p l e ,  
when she was about fourteen 
she watched a huge g l i ttering  
"fl y i n g  saucer" s tra ight  out  of  
the comic books  hov ering  over 
her house ,  and recal l s  th ink ing  
how stereotyped it l ooked wi th  
i ts  flashing l ights .  Also ,  as wi th 
other s imi lar witnesses ,  she has 
talents i n  the v i sual arts and is 
a gradu ate teacher in art at a 
s tate schoo l .  

Lee worked i n  t h e  computer 
world and has an educational  
b ackgro u n d  in  sci e n ce and  
tech nology . Dorne rel ates  that 
his view of the world i s  s trict ly  
orthodox and does not  admi t  
w h a t  h e  reg ard s a s  fr i n g e  
realties or topics . Consequently ,  
he was certain l y  n ot p leased to  
have a confrontat ion w i th what 
could  on ly  be cal led a UFO . 
This  rigidity , she explained, was 
why he did no t  respond to the 
ba l l  of l ight  as be ing anything 
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unusual, and tried to almost deny 
its e x i stence .  However, after 
the e v e n t  at  S tonehenge  he 
b e g an to e x p e r i e n ce s o m e  
s tart l i n g  e x t ra- s e n s o ry 
phenomena .  He found that he  
could  ant icipate e x actly  what  
others were th inking and were 
going to say next; someth ing  
he had never done before . Th i s  
effect w a s  e special ly  enhanced 
wi th  Dorne . 

THE RETURN VISIT TO 

STONEHENGE 

S o m e  m onth s l at er,  i n  t h e  
Summer o f  1 99 1 ,  Dorne made 
a return v i s it to Stonehenge with 
some friends  during day l ight  
hours . They  covered the  same 
route she h ad taken wi th Lee 
on the n ight  of the encoun ter, 
and was surpri sed to fin d  that  
the copse o f  trees  from wh ich 
t h e y  s a w  th e b a l l of l i g h t  
emerge d i d  n o t  e x i st .  

A l s o ,  at  the  monument  i t se lf, i t  
was cl e ar l y  i mp o s s i b l e  for 
anyone to have reached o ver 
the securi ty fence to touch the 
heel-stone due to i t s  d i s tance 
and the he ight  of the fence 
i t se lf. Another curiou s aspect 
was t h at the "perfect l y  flat 
fie ld" was i n  fact , just that .  
There was n o  smal l h i l l ock that 
the bal l  of l ight  could  have 
h i d d e n  b e h i n d  d u r i n g  i t s  
manoeu vre s t h at N o v e mber 
night .  

SOME INSIGHTS 

The first sect ion  of  th i s  article 
ment ioned earth l igh t s .  These 
natural l ight forms (the subject 
of a rev i sed book by Devereu x 
cal led Earth l ight  Revelat ion . 
ISBN 0-7 1 37-2029-8) ,  manifest  
a s  s p h eres. o f  l ight  ( a n d  
o t h er forms ) w h i c h  fl o at 
fre e l y  i n  t h e  atm o s p h ere . 
C o l l ect ions  of rep orts around 
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fau l t  z o n e s  h a v e  c l e ar l y  
ind icated the e lectromagnetic 
nature of them as aerial bodies  
w h i ch are e x t e n s i o n s  of  
geomagnet ic  a n d  g o e l ectric 
radi at ion which emanates from 
such breaks  i n  the  'eart h ' s  
s trata .  

I t  was Or M ichael Pers inger 
w h o  s h o w e d  in c o n tro l l e d  
experi ments  h o w  irradiat ion of 
the  temporal lobes of  the brain  
pro d u c e s  s e n s a t i o n s  w h ich 
l arg e l y  m a tch t h o s e  
con s i stent ly reported b y  cl ose 
encounter wi tnesse s .  They are: 
bodily t ingl ing,  immobi l i sation, 
fl oat ing  sensati ons ,  l i fe v iews ,  
in tense  mean i n g fu l ne s s  and  
re l i g i ous  fee l i n g s .  A l l  of these 
a n d  m o re are s u b s i d i ary 
encounter and post-encounter 
effects as ent irely  hal lucinatory 

Fi gure 2 .  

e xperience s .  

Pers in ger u sed ELF mi l l igau s s  
intensi ty magnetic fie lds  aimed 
s p e c i f i ca l l y  a t  t h e  m o s t  
e lectrical ly  u nstable part o f  the 
brain: the temporal l obe s .  What 
he was doing in effect , was 
induci n g  a very mild s tate of  
non-convu l s i ve temporal l obe 
ep i lepsy ,  and it  was found that 
his subj ects in some cas e s ,  
h a l l uci n at e d  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  
s e v e r a l  d ay s  a f t e r  t h e  
e xperiment. Therefore , i t  was 
P e r s i n g e r ' s w or k  w h i c h  
showed us  that i t  w a s  e xposure 
to e lectromagnetic fie lds  which 
pro d u ce d  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  
experience s ,  rather than some 
unknown "al ien" effect . I t  was 
j u st a small step to connect 
these findings  with Devereux '  s 
earth l ights  as powerfu l sources 

.. 
.. 
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The human bri an showing somatic organ i sat ion of 
the corte x ,  the e lectrical s t imulat ion  of  which cue s  
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of e lectromagnetic radiat ion ,  
and t h at pro x i mi ty  to  the s e  
l ightforms w o u l d  induce the 
c l o s e  e n co u n ter  se n s at i o n s  
reported b y  s o  man y .  That i s  to 
s ay ,  the Pers i n ger/De vereux  
d i scoveries  prov ided a solut ion 
to  the  paradox of phys ical l y  
re a l  U F O s  w h i ch c o u l d  
w i t n e s s e d  b y  mu l t i p l e s  o f  
w i t n e s s e s  fro m  d i ffe re n t  
l ocations ,  with the fantastic and 
subj ect ive  a l ien contact effect . 

AFTER PERSINGERI 

DEVEREUX 

Pers i nger chose the temporal 
lobes  p art ly  becau se they are 
the most  e lectrical ly  un stab le  
part of the brain .  In th i s  mode l ,  
anyone coul d  be affected b y  a 
c l o s e  e n co u n t e r  w i t h a n  
earth l ight ,  or any other suitable 
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From this ,  as w ith so many dual­
wi tness  encounters , i t  i s  clear 
t h at t h e i r  perce p t i o n s  w ere 
l arge ly  segregate d .  One th ing 
they d id  share however, was  
the  b a n a n a  surpr i s e !  A fter 
exci tedly  te l l ing  each other of  
their  e x perience s they  both 
n ot ice d  that a fre sh ban ana 
( Dorne is  vegetarian)  which 
h ad been p l aced j u st i n s ide the 
w i n d scre e n  on top of t h e  
d a s h b o ard  h ad c h a n g e d  
dramatica l l y .  I t  was b lackened,  
d i s g u s t i n g l y  o v er-r i p e  a n d  
ooz ing ,  and although they h ad 
b o t h  t h o u g h t " T h i s  i s  
e v idence . . .  " ,  they threw it out  
of  the  car window.  

W h i l st they talked they could  
s t i l l  see  the ba l l  of l ight hovering 
some d i stance away , and after 
driv i n g  on and reachi n g  the 
m o t o rw a y  a ft e r  a furt h er 
twenty minutes  of dri v i n g ,  it  
fin al l y  " w inked out" as Dorne 
put it .  However, it as only  when 
they saw the traffic that  they 
real i sed "this  is  how it  shou ld  
h a v e  b e e n "  t h a t t h e  fu l l  
enormi ty  o f  the s trangeness  of 
t h e i r  e x p e ri e n ce h i t  t h e m . 
D or n e  d e scr i b e d  i t  a s  l i k e  
w a k i n g  u p  fro m  a d re a m ,  
a l though a t  t h e  t ime  i t  h ad 
seemed "the most  natural th ing  
i n  the w orld" . I t  was then that  
they b ecame v ery frightened ,  
and on  reaching  London,  they  
went  to a friend ' s house and 
ended u p  s leeping on  the floor 
rather than go home . 

AFTERMA TB AND 

WITNESS BACKGROUND 

I n  the  fo l lowing  weeks both 
w i t n e s s e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a 
number of e ffects th at they 
cou ld  n ot readi l y  e xp lain . They 
both l i ved in a shared house 
with their own rooms,  and found 
that  obj ects i n  one room would  
be found mysterious ly  i n  the  

other. That i s  to  say ,  Dorne '  s 
p erso n al p o s s e s s i o n s  w o u l d  
turn u p  in  Lee ' s room a n d  hers 
i n  h i s .  T h i s  e ffect can b e  
cau sed by automatic behav i our 
where the subj ect carries out  
rou t i n e  act i o n s  a n d  h as no 
memory of having done so ,  and 
i s  a symptom of EH that has 
been recorde d  o n  v ideo  for 
medical train ing  purposes .  

As  w i t h so  m a n y  c l o s e  
encou n t er w i t n e s s e s ,  D orne 
has a long h i story of paranormal 
e xperiences  reachi n g  back to 
ch i ldhood . These  i ncluded 
v i s ionary episodes ,  past  l i ves ,  
out  of body  experience s  and  
preco g n i t i o n . She  h ad a l s o  
e x p erienced U F O  s i g h t i n g s ,  
most of  w hich s h e  regarded 
w ith some humour as en t irel y  
i l lu s ory . I n  fact , D orne  i s  
e v iden t ly  a n  i n t e l l i ge n t  and 
balanced y oung  woman,  w ith  a 
ready w i t  and an appropriate 
sense  of humour regard ing  her 
p ercep t i o n s .  F o r  e x am p l e ,  
when she was about fourteen 
she watched a huge g l i ttering  
"fl y i n g  saucer" s tra ight  out  of  
the comic books  hov ering  over 
her house ,  and recal l s  th ink ing  
how stereotyped it l ooked wi th  
i ts  flashing l ights .  Also ,  as wi th 
other s imi lar witnesses ,  she has 
talents i n  the v i sual arts and is 
a gradu ate teacher in art at a 
s tate schoo l .  

Lee worked i n  t h e  computer 
world and has an educational  
b ackgro u n d  in  sci e n ce and  
tech nology . Dorne rel ates  that 
his view of the world i s  s trict ly  
orthodox and does not  admi t  
w h a t  h e  reg ard s a s  fr i n g e  
realties or topics . Consequently ,  
he was certain l y  n ot p leased to  
have a confrontat ion w i th what 
could  on ly  be cal led a UFO . 
This  rigidity , she explained, was 
why he did no t  respond to the 
ba l l  of l ight  as be ing anything 
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unusual, and tried to almost deny 
its e x i stence .  However, after 
the e v e n t  at  S tonehenge  he 
b e g an to e x p e r i e n ce s o m e  
s tart l i n g  e x t ra- s e n s o ry 
phenomena .  He found that he  
could  ant icipate e x actly  what  
others were th inking and were 
going to say next; someth ing  
he had never done before . Th i s  
effect w a s  e special ly  enhanced 
wi th  Dorne . 

THE RETURN VISIT TO 

STONEHENGE 

S o m e  m onth s l at er,  i n  t h e  
Summer o f  1 99 1 ,  Dorne made 
a return v i s it to Stonehenge with 
some friends  during day l ight  
hours . They  covered the  same 
route she h ad taken wi th Lee 
on the n ight  of the encoun ter, 
and was surpri sed to fin d  that  
the copse o f  trees  from wh ich 
t h e y  s a w  th e b a l l of l i g h t  
emerge d i d  n o t  e x i st .  

A l s o ,  at  the  monument  i t se lf, i t  
was cl e ar l y  i mp o s s i b l e  for 
anyone to have reached o ver 
the securi ty fence to touch the 
heel-stone due to i t s  d i s tance 
and the he ight  of the fence 
i t se lf. Another curiou s aspect 
was t h at the "perfect l y  flat 
fie ld" was i n  fact , just that .  
There was n o  smal l h i l l ock that 
the bal l  of l ight  could  have 
h i d d e n  b e h i n d  d u r i n g  i t s  
manoeu vre s t h at N o v e mber 
night .  

SOME INSIGHTS 

The first sect ion  of  th i s  article 
ment ioned earth l igh t s .  These 
natural l ight forms (the subject 
of a rev i sed book by Devereu x 
cal led Earth l ight  Revelat ion . 
ISBN 0-7 1 37-2029-8) ,  manifest  
a s  s p h eres. o f  l ight  ( a n d  
o t h er forms ) w h i c h  fl o at 
fre e l y  i n  t h e  atm o s p h ere . 
C o l l ect ions  of rep orts around 
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fau l t  z o n e s  h a v e  c l e ar l y  
ind icated the e lectromagnetic 
nature of them as aerial bodies  
w h i ch are e x t e n s i o n s  of  
geomagnet ic  a n d  g o e l ectric 
radi at ion which emanates from 
such breaks  i n  the  'eart h ' s  
s trata .  

I t  was Or M ichael Pers inger 
w h o  s h o w e d  in c o n tro l l e d  
experi ments  h o w  irradiat ion of 
the  temporal lobes of  the brain  
pro d u c e s  s e n s a t i o n s  w h ich 
l arg e l y  m a tch t h o s e  
con s i stent ly reported b y  cl ose 
encounter wi tnesse s .  They are: 
bodily t ingl ing,  immobi l i sation, 
fl oat ing  sensati ons ,  l i fe v iews ,  
in tense  mean i n g fu l ne s s  and  
re l i g i ous  fee l i n g s .  A l l  of these 
a n d  m o re are s u b s i d i ary 
encounter and post-encounter 
effects as ent irely  hal lucinatory 

Fi gure 2 .  

e xperience s .  

Pers in ger u sed ELF mi l l igau s s  
intensi ty magnetic fie lds  aimed 
s p e c i f i ca l l y  a t  t h e  m o s t  
e lectrical ly  u nstable part o f  the 
brain: the temporal l obe s .  What 
he was doing in effect , was 
induci n g  a very mild s tate of  
non-convu l s i ve temporal l obe 
ep i lepsy ,  and it  was found that 
his subj ects in some cas e s ,  
h a l l uci n at e d  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  
s e v e r a l  d ay s  a f t e r  t h e  
e xperiment. Therefore , i t  was 
P e r s i n g e r ' s w or k  w h i c h  
showed us  that i t  w a s  e xposure 
to e lectromagnetic fie lds  which 
pro d u ce d  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  
experience s ,  rather than some 
unknown "al ien" effect . I t  was 
j u st a small step to connect 
these findings  with Devereux '  s 
earth l ights  as powerfu l sources 

.. 
.. 

.. 
... 

' ... 
... 

The human bri an showing somatic organ i sat ion of 
the corte x ,  the e lectrical s t imulat ion  of  which cue s  
t h e  humanoid form as hal luci n at ion . 

The New UFOlogist. Issue 2. 

.. .. . 

of e lectromagnetic radiat ion ,  
and t h at pro x i mi ty  to  the s e  
l ightforms w o u l d  induce the 
c l o s e  e n co u n ter  se n s at i o n s  
reported b y  s o  man y .  That i s  to 
s ay ,  the Pers i n ger/De vereux  
d i scoveries  prov ided a solut ion 
to  the  paradox of phys ical l y  
re a l  U F O s  w h i ch c o u l d  
w i t n e s s e d  b y  mu l t i p l e s  o f  
w i t n e s s e s  fro m  d i ffe re n t  
l ocations ,  with the fantastic and 
subj ect ive  a l ien contact effect . 

AFTER PERSINGERI 

DEVEREUX 

Pers i nger chose the temporal 
lobes  p art ly  becau se they are 
the most  e lectrical ly  un stab le  
part of the brain .  In th i s  mode l ,  
anyone coul d  be affected b y  a 
c l o s e  e n co u n t e r  w i t h a n  
earth l ight ,  or any other suitable 
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s o u rc e  o f  E M  ra d i a t i o n . 
H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h i s  e x t r a ­
sen s i t i v i ty associated w i t h  the 
t e m p o r a l  l o b e s  co u l d  b e  
e xtended t o  appl y t o  not  on ly  
other brain areas ,  bu t  the  whole  
body,  then there would  be a 
way to  expl ai n  and understand 
t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  of c l o s e  
e n cou n t e r  e ffec t s  report e d . 
T h e s e  i n c l u d e  v i s u a l a n d  
aud i tory hal luci n at ion , dermal 
i rritat ion ,  "mi ss ing t ime",  nasal 
impl ants"  e tc.  In fact all of  the 
con s i s tent ly  reported phy s ical 
a ft e r - e ffe ct s d e sc r i b e d  b y  
much pu b l ic i s e d  A m e r ican  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s , w h i ch q u i te 
absurdly,  are mis ident ified  as 
the work of a l iens  from another 
planet .  

ELECTRICAL 

HYPERSENSITIVITY 

(EH) 

I t  i s  preci se ly  th i s  whole  body 
sen s i t i v i ty to EM fie lds  that is  
embodied i n  the env ironmental 
health approach . In  my own 
in ves t igati ons  and research I 
have found that the ind iv idual s  
w h o  u ndergo the a l ien  contact 
effect have a cond it ion  cal led 
e lectrical hypersens i t iv i ty (EH) 
and mul t iple a l lergy .  I t  i s  th i s  
sens i t iv i ty to t h e  E M  fie lds  i n  
t h e  e n v ironment that  induce s 
t h e  v i v i d v i s i o n ary dramas  
known as  the  a l ien  con tact 
e xpenence . 

EH i s  i nduced b y  prolonged 
irradiat ion from a v ariety of  
EM source s such as py lons  and 
r a d i o - fr e q u e n c y  ( R F )  
tran smi tters i n  fie ld-e levated 
areas known as hot  spots and 
i s  frequent ly k ick-started in  the 
phy s io logy of the indi v idual  by 
e xposure to a maj or e lectrical 
even t .  Th i s  may be pro x i mity 
to a l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e, b a l l  
lightning, earth l ights, anomalous 
l i g h t  ph e n o m e n a ,  m aj o r  

electrocution etc. It i s  th is  close 
and powerfu l expo sure to EM 
fie lds  wh ich sets  the body up 
for EH and the s u b se q u e n t  
p a ra n o r m a l  e x pe r i e n ce s  
as sociated w i th i t ,  such a s  the 
a l i e n  co n tact e ffect . E a r l y  
stages of  acute  EH are typified 
by repo r t s  of v i s u a l  
hal luci n at ions  o f  dark formed 
figures and ESP e ffects ,  which 
a r e  e x t r e m e l y  co m m o n l y  
reported . I t  i s  s ign ificant to 
real i se  therefore ,  that Dorne 
a n d  L e e ' s e x p o s u re to an 
earth l ight  const i tu ted a major  
e l ect r ica l  e v e n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  
s u b s e q u e n t  p a r a n o r m a l  
e x pe r i e n ce s a r e  a t y p i c a l  
fre spo n s e  t o  t h i s  d r a m a t i c  
ch a n g e  i n  t h e i r  e l e ct r i c a l  
s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,  e s peci a l l y  a s  
Dorne'  s h i story i ndicates  that 
she h ad already encountered 
anomalous  l i ght  phenomena  
earl ier  in  her  l i fe .  

Therefore , t h e  model  w h ich 
e m b o d i e s  t e m p o r a l  l o b e  
sens i t iv i ty i s  e xtended t o  not  
on ly  other  bra in  areas ,  but  the  
w h o l e  ph y s i o l o g y  of  EH 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and t h e  E M  
e n v i ro n m e n t  i s  w id e n e d  t o  
i ncl ude n ot o n l y  geo l og ical 
originating EM fie lds ,  which of 
cou r s e ,  e art h l i g h t s  are a n  
e xpres siOn of, b u t  to  o ther  
a r t i fi c i a l  e l e c t r i c a l  a n d  
e l e c t r o n i c s o u rce s o f  
e lectromagnet i s m .  H ow ever ,  
both may mix  and match where 
t h e  D C  o f  e a r t h  e n e rg i e s  
in termodulates w i th the  A C  of 
these man-made tran smitters ,  
to create potent  hot  spots .  

Therefore , the  development of  
the  EM pol lution/environmental 
health approach i s  analogous 
to s o l v i n g  the  paradox t h at 
P e r s i n g e r  a n d  D e v e re u x  
presented i . e .  phy s ical UFOs/ 
s u bj e c t i v e  a l i e n  co n t ac t  
e xperience s .  I t  a l lows  u s  t o  
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understand how individual s who 
undergo the  subj ect ive  C E4 
experience are able to pre sent  
us wi th physical injuries .  These 
can occur w ith  spontaneous ly  
wi th EH/al lergic "UFO naive" 
subj ects ,  and are therefore able  
to be contained with the l arge ly  
u n t e s t a b l e  p s y ch o s o m a t i c  
appro ach o f  p s y ch o - s o c i a l  
theory . 

UNDERSTANDING THE 

STONEHENGE EVENT 

Let  u s  n o w  s e e  h o w  t h e s e  
scient ific pri nciples  a l l o w  us  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  
S tonehenge event .  Firstl y ,  does 
the area have any s ignificant 
geology in terms of fau l t ing?  
That i s  to  say ,  cou ld  i t  b e  
d e scr i b e d  a s  e a r t h l i g h t  
country ? 

Geological Survey record s  te l l  
u s  that the  area of Sal i sbury 
Plain  contai n s  swarms of dip 
and s t r i k e  fau l t s  w i t h 
d i scon t i n u i t i e s  throu ghout  . 
(These are where a layer of 
s trata sudde n l y  ends due to 
geol ogical deformation l ong  
ago) .  Thi s  i s  a pri me area for 
earthl ight  product ion ,  1 ikely to 
become act ive  duri ng tectonic 
s t r a i n  i n d u ce d  by t h e  
gravitational effect o f  the moon, 
wh ich was in  its fu l lest  phase 
at that t ime . I t  would seem 
therefore , th at the  area around 
S tonehenge would be saturated 
b y  cr i s s-c r o s s i n g  a n d  
o v e r l appi n g  E M  fi e l d s  o f  
geological orig in  a t  that peak 
period . 

Also ,  l ooking at the profi l e  for 
electronic pol lution, we can find 
at least  fi ve  RF tran smi tters 
( at T h ru x t o n ,  N e t h e r av o n ,  
M iddle Wal l op, Ame sbury and 
N orth Ti d w orth ) as sociated 
w ith the mi l i tary wi th in  a fi ve 
mile rad i u s ,  who Dorne was 
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to ld by the Stonehenge security 
guards, were o n  an e xercise 
that n igh t .  The closest  of  these 
at Amesbury, less  than a m i l e  
south of  the  s ton e s, overlooks 
Dorne'  s "perfectl y  flat  fie ld". 
In  add i t ion, to the north of  the 
s tone s ,  w i th in  an approximate 
maximum 25 mile radius, there 
are at least  a further  1 8  RF 
transmitters, w ith  another fiv e  
to  t h e  eas t  abo u t  t h e  s ame 
range . The flat terrain would  
a l l o w  o b s c u re d  l a s e r- l i k e  
b e a m s  o f  l i n e - o f- s i g h t  
tran smiss ions  between mi l i tary 
posts,  and a m i l i tary e xercise 
would n o  doubt  h ave u t i l i sed 
numerous radar commun ication 
and mobi le  detection  device s ,  
both of  which u t i l i se pul sed 
m icrowav e s .  I t  i s  common 
knowledge that the  mi l itary u se 
much h igher  frequenci e s  and 
fie l d  s t rength s than ci v i l i an 
source s. 

Therefore ,  we can begi n  to bui ld 
up a picture of  e levated EM 
fie ld  l eve l s  i n  the  area  that  
n ight ,  which as s tated ,  would  
have con s i s ted of  spectacular  
i n te r m o d u l a t i o n  e ffec t s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  n a t u r a l  a n d  
a r t i fi c i a l  e m i s s i o n s .  A n  
earth l ight, as a cen tre o f  EM 
energies  float ing  free ly  i n  the  
atmosphere, would  have been 
subj ect to these tran smi ss ions  
as coheren t  beams of  charged 
e lectron s ,  and i n  such energetic 
s t r e a m s, w ou l d  h ave b e e n  
drawn along a t  h ig h  ve locit i e s  
and regul ar traj ectories  j u st as 
D orne described . 

I t  i s  clear that Dorn e  and Lee 
drove into this fie ld-saturated 
a r e a  a n d  b o t h  e n t e r e d  
neurolog ical l y  active a l tered 
s tate s .  Th i s  w as the s trange 
Twi l i ght  Zone effect, where the 
sensat i on s of  eerie s i le nce and 
t imeless  i so lat ion were induced 
by the effects of e levated EM 

fie lds  on the brain .  It has been 
fou n d  e xperimental ly  that th i s  
eerie s i lence cal led  the "OZ 
factor" by Jenny Randles,  can 
be i nduced by the e lectrical 
s t i mu l a t i o n  o f  t h e  re t icu l ar 
port i on s of the mid and fore­
brain. S i mi l arly, the sense of  
t imelessness  was a l so  reported 
b y  Pers inger '  s temporal lobe­
i rradiated obj ects, and i s  known 
a s  d e s y nchro n i s a t i o n . I t  i s  
s ign ificant t o  n ote that these 
perceptual effects are shared 
hal luci n at ions  induced by the 
same frequencies  affecti n g  the 
same brain  areas. (hence the 
con s i s tency fou n d  i n  e n t i ty 
t y pe s  i .e .  t h e y  h ave a 
neurolog ical bas is )  

B ut why should  the boundaries  
o f  such an EM hot  spot be 
marked by s trange  bands  of  
mis t?  We mu st remember that  
we are c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
i n te rface b e t w e e n  are a s  o f  
average ambient  fie ld  leve l s  
and the h ig h l y  charged and 
e nerget ic atmosphere of a EM 
hot spot zone . I have  fou nd that  
the  i nhabitan t s  of, and v i s i tors 
to such areas ( e.g . the  Dyfed 
area i n  the  l ate 1 970s which 
was saturated w ith  ELF fie lds  
from RAF Brawdy due an on­
g o i n g  proj ect t o  d eve l op a 
s u b m ar i n e  c o m m u n i ca t i o n  
sy stem) speak o f  the constant 
presence o f  a w arm " m i n i ­
cl i mate" where temperatures 
are ra i s e d  a b o v e  s e a s o n a l  
averages . I t  i s  t h i s  thermal  
e ffe c t  w h i c h  w e  c a n  
r e a s o n a b l y  a s s u m e ,  t h a t  
s i g n i fi c a n t l y  c h an g e d  t h e  
atmosphere o f  the  S tonehenge 
area,  creati n g  an a l tered dew­
poi n t, thereby i n duci n g  t h e  
format ion  of  ground m i s t  b y  
mel t ing  ambient  fros t  particle s  
a n d  m ak i n g  a v a i l ab l e  
atmospheric w ater .  

But why the absence of  traffic? 
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Once again, i f  we  con sider  that  
there was a l arge area where 
rai se d  l e ve l s  o f  E M  fi e l d s  
created a huge h o t  spot, we 
can convincingly  hypothes ise  
that  both  veh icle s  and the i r  
occupants  would  have  been  
affe cted.  W e  can make  a 
calcu l ated guess  and v i sual i se  
a sce nari o w here cars have  
stal led  or drivers have  became 
d i s or i e n t a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
approach t o  the area due to 
such powerfu l EM e ffects ,  and 
that D orne and Lee j u st evaded 
such effects by chance t iming  
i.e. they  arrived after se i smic 
or p o w er fu l t r an s m i s s i o n  
events  occurred, o r  at a non­
peak peri od. A l ternat i v e l y ,  
perh aps t here w ere j u s t  n o  
veh icles  i n  t h e  area a t  that t ime 
due to restrict ions  i mposed by 
the mi l itary,  and that  Dorne and 
Lee j u s t  s l ipped through the 
net, or s imply that there was no 
traffic at a l l. A fter a l l ,  l ate 
evening o n  a November n ight  
i s  not  e x actl y  a peak t ime for 
tourism.  

HALLUCINATORY 

REALITIES 

Space does  n o t  a l low for a 
complete analy s i s  of th i s  key 
aspect . However, there is l i t t le  
d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  h u g e  d ar k  
humano id  figure perce ived b y  
Lee was a hal lucination induced 
by the action  of EM fie lds  on  
t h e  bra in.  D ark fig u re s  are  
probably  the most  commonl y  
reported  o f  formed fi g u re 
hal luci n at ions. The brain can 
produce them as a response  to 
the e lectrical fie ld  s t imu l at ion  
of  the  s trip-l ike  area across  the  
top of  the cortex respons ib le  
for the somatic organ i sat ion/ 
co-ord inat ion of  the b ody as a 
w h o l e  ( se e  fig ure 2) . S uch 
forms are typical l y  abbrev iated 
in terms of detail  and coloration 
( i . e . b l ack/w h i t e  o r  g re y )  
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s o u rc e  o f  E M  ra d i a t i o n . 
H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h i s  e x t r a ­
sen s i t i v i ty associated w i t h  the 
t e m p o r a l  l o b e s  co u l d  b e  
e xtended t o  appl y t o  not  on ly  
other brain areas ,  bu t  the  whole  
body,  then there would  be a 
way to  expl ai n  and understand 
t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  of c l o s e  
e n cou n t e r  e ffec t s  report e d . 
T h e s e  i n c l u d e  v i s u a l a n d  
aud i tory hal luci n at ion , dermal 
i rritat ion ,  "mi ss ing t ime",  nasal 
impl ants"  e tc.  In fact all of  the 
con s i s tent ly  reported phy s ical 
a ft e r - e ffe ct s d e sc r i b e d  b y  
much pu b l ic i s e d  A m e r ican  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s , w h i ch q u i te 
absurdly,  are mis ident ified  as 
the work of a l iens  from another 
planet .  

ELECTRICAL 

HYPERSENSITIVITY 

(EH) 

I t  i s  preci se ly  th i s  whole  body 
sen s i t i v i ty to EM fie lds  that is  
embodied i n  the env ironmental 
health approach . In  my own 
in ves t igati ons  and research I 
have found that the ind iv idual s  
w h o  u ndergo the a l ien  contact 
effect have a cond it ion  cal led 
e lectrical hypersens i t iv i ty (EH) 
and mul t iple a l lergy .  I t  i s  th i s  
sens i t iv i ty to t h e  E M  fie lds  i n  
t h e  e n v ironment that  induce s 
t h e  v i v i d v i s i o n ary dramas  
known as  the  a l ien  con tact 
e xpenence . 

EH i s  i nduced b y  prolonged 
irradiat ion from a v ariety of  
EM source s such as py lons  and 
r a d i o - fr e q u e n c y  ( R F )  
tran smi tters i n  fie ld-e levated 
areas known as hot  spots and 
i s  frequent ly k ick-started in  the 
phy s io logy of the indi v idual  by 
e xposure to a maj or e lectrical 
even t .  Th i s  may be pro x i mity 
to a l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e, b a l l  
lightning, earth l ights, anomalous 
l i g h t  ph e n o m e n a ,  m aj o r  

electrocution etc. It i s  th is  close 
and powerfu l expo sure to EM 
fie lds  wh ich sets  the body up 
for EH and the s u b se q u e n t  
p a ra n o r m a l  e x pe r i e n ce s  
as sociated w i th i t ,  such a s  the 
a l i e n  co n tact e ffect . E a r l y  
stages of  acute  EH are typified 
by repo r t s  of v i s u a l  
hal luci n at ions  o f  dark formed 
figures and ESP e ffects ,  which 
a r e  e x t r e m e l y  co m m o n l y  
reported . I t  i s  s ign ificant to 
real i se  therefore ,  that Dorne 
a n d  L e e ' s e x p o s u re to an 
earth l ight  const i tu ted a major  
e l ect r ica l  e v e n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  
s u b s e q u e n t  p a r a n o r m a l  
e x pe r i e n ce s a r e  a t y p i c a l  
fre spo n s e  t o  t h i s  d r a m a t i c  
ch a n g e  i n  t h e i r  e l e ct r i c a l  
s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,  e s peci a l l y  a s  
Dorne'  s h i story i ndicates  that 
she h ad already encountered 
anomalous  l i ght  phenomena  
earl ier  in  her  l i fe .  

Therefore , t h e  model  w h ich 
e m b o d i e s  t e m p o r a l  l o b e  
sens i t iv i ty i s  e xtended t o  not  
on ly  other  bra in  areas ,  but  the  
w h o l e  ph y s i o l o g y  of  EH 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and t h e  E M  
e n v i ro n m e n t  i s  w id e n e d  t o  
i ncl ude n ot o n l y  geo l og ical 
originating EM fie lds ,  which of 
cou r s e ,  e art h l i g h t s  are a n  
e xpres siOn of, b u t  to  o ther  
a r t i fi c i a l  e l e c t r i c a l  a n d  
e l e c t r o n i c s o u rce s o f  
e lectromagnet i s m .  H ow ever ,  
both may mix  and match where 
t h e  D C  o f  e a r t h  e n e rg i e s  
in termodulates w i th the  A C  of 
these man-made tran smitters ,  
to create potent  hot  spots .  

Therefore , the  development of  
the  EM pol lution/environmental 
health approach i s  analogous 
to s o l v i n g  the  paradox t h at 
P e r s i n g e r  a n d  D e v e re u x  
presented i . e .  phy s ical UFOs/ 
s u bj e c t i v e  a l i e n  co n t ac t  
e xperience s .  I t  a l lows  u s  t o  

T h e  N e w  UFOiogist.  Issue 2.  

understand how individual s who 
undergo the  subj ect ive  C E4 
experience are able to pre sent  
us wi th physical injuries .  These 
can occur w ith  spontaneous ly  
wi th EH/al lergic "UFO naive" 
subj ects ,  and are therefore able  
to be contained with the l arge ly  
u n t e s t a b l e  p s y ch o s o m a t i c  
appro ach o f  p s y ch o - s o c i a l  
theory . 

UNDERSTANDING THE 

STONEHENGE EVENT 

Let  u s  n o w  s e e  h o w  t h e s e  
scient ific pri nciples  a l l o w  us  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  
S tonehenge event .  Firstl y ,  does 
the area have any s ignificant 
geology in terms of fau l t ing?  
That i s  to  say ,  cou ld  i t  b e  
d e scr i b e d  a s  e a r t h l i g h t  
country ? 

Geological Survey record s  te l l  
u s  that the  area of Sal i sbury 
Plain  contai n s  swarms of dip 
and s t r i k e  fau l t s  w i t h 
d i scon t i n u i t i e s  throu ghout  . 
(These are where a layer of 
s trata sudde n l y  ends due to 
geol ogical deformation l ong  
ago) .  Thi s  i s  a pri me area for 
earthl ight  product ion ,  1 ikely to 
become act ive  duri ng tectonic 
s t r a i n  i n d u ce d  by t h e  
gravitational effect o f  the moon, 
wh ich was in  its fu l lest  phase 
at that t ime . I t  would seem 
therefore , th at the  area around 
S tonehenge would be saturated 
b y  cr i s s-c r o s s i n g  a n d  
o v e r l appi n g  E M  fi e l d s  o f  
geological orig in  a t  that peak 
period . 

Also ,  l ooking at the profi l e  for 
electronic pol lution, we can find 
at least  fi ve  RF tran smi tters 
( at T h ru x t o n ,  N e t h e r av o n ,  
M iddle Wal l op, Ame sbury and 
N orth Ti d w orth ) as sociated 
w ith the mi l i tary wi th in  a fi ve 
mile rad i u s ,  who Dorne was 
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to ld by the Stonehenge security 
guards, were o n  an e xercise 
that n igh t .  The closest  of  these 
at Amesbury, less  than a m i l e  
south of  the  s ton e s, overlooks 
Dorne'  s "perfectl y  flat  fie ld". 
In  add i t ion, to the north of  the 
s tone s ,  w i th in  an approximate 
maximum 25 mile radius, there 
are at least  a further  1 8  RF 
transmitters, w ith  another fiv e  
to  t h e  eas t  abo u t  t h e  s ame 
range . The flat terrain would  
a l l o w  o b s c u re d  l a s e r- l i k e  
b e a m s  o f  l i n e - o f- s i g h t  
tran smiss ions  between mi l i tary 
posts,  and a m i l i tary e xercise 
would n o  doubt  h ave u t i l i sed 
numerous radar commun ication 
and mobi le  detection  device s ,  
both of  which u t i l i se pul sed 
m icrowav e s .  I t  i s  common 
knowledge that the  mi l itary u se 
much h igher  frequenci e s  and 
fie l d  s t rength s than ci v i l i an 
source s. 

Therefore ,  we can begi n  to bui ld 
up a picture of  e levated EM 
fie ld  l eve l s  i n  the  area  that  
n ight ,  which as s tated ,  would  
have con s i s ted of  spectacular  
i n te r m o d u l a t i o n  e ffec t s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  n a t u r a l  a n d  
a r t i fi c i a l  e m i s s i o n s .  A n  
earth l ight, as a cen tre o f  EM 
energies  float ing  free ly  i n  the  
atmosphere, would  have been 
subj ect to these tran smi ss ions  
as coheren t  beams of  charged 
e lectron s ,  and i n  such energetic 
s t r e a m s, w ou l d  h ave b e e n  
drawn along a t  h ig h  ve locit i e s  
and regul ar traj ectories  j u st as 
D orne described . 

I t  i s  clear that Dorn e  and Lee 
drove into this fie ld-saturated 
a r e a  a n d  b o t h  e n t e r e d  
neurolog ical l y  active a l tered 
s tate s .  Th i s  w as the s trange 
Twi l i ght  Zone effect, where the 
sensat i on s of  eerie s i le nce and 
t imeless  i so lat ion were induced 
by the effects of e levated EM 

fie lds  on the brain .  It has been 
fou n d  e xperimental ly  that th i s  
eerie s i lence cal led  the "OZ 
factor" by Jenny Randles,  can 
be i nduced by the e lectrical 
s t i mu l a t i o n  o f  t h e  re t icu l ar 
port i on s of the mid and fore­
brain. S i mi l arly, the sense of  
t imelessness  was a l so  reported 
b y  Pers inger '  s temporal lobe­
i rradiated obj ects, and i s  known 
a s  d e s y nchro n i s a t i o n . I t  i s  
s ign ificant t o  n ote that these 
perceptual effects are shared 
hal luci n at ions  induced by the 
same frequencies  affecti n g  the 
same brain  areas. (hence the 
con s i s tency fou n d  i n  e n t i ty 
t y pe s  i .e .  t h e y  h ave a 
neurolog ical bas is )  

B ut why should  the boundaries  
o f  such an EM hot  spot be 
marked by s trange  bands  of  
mis t?  We mu st remember that  
we are c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
i n te rface b e t w e e n  are a s  o f  
average ambient  fie ld  leve l s  
and the h ig h l y  charged and 
e nerget ic atmosphere of a EM 
hot spot zone . I have  fou nd that  
the  i nhabitan t s  of, and v i s i tors 
to such areas ( e.g . the  Dyfed 
area i n  the  l ate 1 970s which 
was saturated w ith  ELF fie lds  
from RAF Brawdy due an on­
g o i n g  proj ect t o  d eve l op a 
s u b m ar i n e  c o m m u n i ca t i o n  
sy stem) speak o f  the constant 
presence o f  a w arm " m i n i ­
cl i mate" where temperatures 
are ra i s e d  a b o v e  s e a s o n a l  
averages . I t  i s  t h i s  thermal  
e ffe c t  w h i c h  w e  c a n  
r e a s o n a b l y  a s s u m e ,  t h a t  
s i g n i fi c a n t l y  c h an g e d  t h e  
atmosphere o f  the  S tonehenge 
area,  creati n g  an a l tered dew­
poi n t, thereby i n duci n g  t h e  
format ion  of  ground m i s t  b y  
mel t ing  ambient  fros t  particle s  
a n d  m ak i n g  a v a i l ab l e  
atmospheric w ater .  

But why the absence of  traffic? 
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Once again, i f  we  con sider  that  
there was a l arge area where 
rai se d  l e ve l s  o f  E M  fi e l d s  
created a huge h o t  spot, we 
can convincingly  hypothes ise  
that  both  veh icle s  and the i r  
occupants  would  have  been  
affe cted.  W e  can make  a 
calcu l ated guess  and v i sual i se  
a sce nari o w here cars have  
stal led  or drivers have  became 
d i s or i e n t a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  
approach t o  the area due to 
such powerfu l EM e ffects ,  and 
that D orne and Lee j u st evaded 
such effects by chance t iming  
i.e. they  arrived after se i smic 
or p o w er fu l t r an s m i s s i o n  
events  occurred, o r  at a non­
peak peri od. A l ternat i v e l y ,  
perh aps t here w ere j u s t  n o  
veh icles  i n  t h e  area a t  that t ime 
due to restrict ions  i mposed by 
the mi l itary,  and that  Dorne and 
Lee j u s t  s l ipped through the 
net, or s imply that there was no 
traffic at a l l. A fter a l l ,  l ate 
evening o n  a November n ight  
i s  not  e x actl y  a peak t ime for 
tourism.  

HALLUCINATORY 

REALITIES 

Space does  n o t  a l low for a 
complete analy s i s  of th i s  key 
aspect . However, there is l i t t le  
d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  h u g e  d ar k  
humano id  figure perce ived b y  
Lee was a hal lucination induced 
by the action  of EM fie lds  on  
t h e  bra in.  D ark fig u re s  are  
probably  the most  commonl y  
reported  o f  formed fi g u re 
hal luci n at ions. The brain can 
produce them as a response  to 
the e lectrical fie ld  s t imu l at ion  
of  the  s trip-l ike  area across  the  
top of  the cortex respons ib le  
for the somatic organ i sat ion/ 
co-ord inat ion of  the b ody as a 
w h o l e  ( se e  fig ure 2) . S uch 
forms are typical l y  abbrev iated 
in terms of detail  and coloration 
( i . e . b l ack/w h i t e  o r  g re y )  
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refl e c t i n g  t h e  n e u ro l o g i c a l 
l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n d  t o  
produce such figures ,  and i t  
re l e v an t  t o  n ot e  tha t  many  
appari t i onal  forms share th i s  
abbre v i at ion of form i . e .  grey 
fi gures  and  the  " w oman in  
b l ac k " ,  which  a l so  have v ague 
fac i a l  fe a t u r e s  a n d  l i m b  
e xtremit ies . 

L e e  w a s a l re a d y  q u i te 
a p p re h e n s i v e a b o u t  t h e  
a b ra s i v e  rep u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
security guards a t  Stonehenge,  
and this  figure d id  act  out  a 
s t e r e o t y p e d  t h re a t e n i n g  
approach with i t s  hal lucinatory 
l e a f- s t a m p i n g ,  i m p o s s i b l e  
speed and equa l ly  imposs ib le  
n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
fence .  A l ine from Macbeth 
comes to  mind h ere : "Ti s  but  a 
paint ing of my fear ... " 

ON EVIDENCE AND 

OPTICAL EFFECTS 

The n on-ex i stent copse of trees 
seen dur ing the approach and 
the mound in  the "perfect ly flat 
fie ld" may be elements  which  
rel ate to  opt ica l  aspects  to  do 
w i t h  t h e  fo r m a t i o n  a n d  
behaviour of  the earth l ight. W e  
mus t  remember t h at w e  are 
c on s idering a dark feature less  
l andscape through which  the 
w i t n e s s e s  w e re m o v i n g  at  
speed. Devereux ,  provides  us  
w i th numerous descript ion s of  
t h e  frag m e n t a r y  l u m i n o u s  
aspects o f  e arth l ights ,  and seen 
only as s i lhouette ,  these shape 
sh i ft ing  l i ght  forms can c reate 
v i su al i mpress ions  onto which 
the mind wi l l  impose i t s  own 
sen sory i n te rpretat ions. 

Descript ions  of po in ts  of l igh t  
which  form i n to sphere s  are 
not  uncommon in Dev ereu x' s 
work . Was the "c opse of trees"  
the spot  where the earth l igh t  
ac t u a l l y  e merged  fro m  the  

ground as a c loud of  separate 
l ights  fro m  the swarms of  d ip  
and  strike faul t s  there , which  
then  coalesced into a g lobe of  
l ight?  Was i s  luminous  mosaic  
in terpreted as b ranches  on a 
copse of trees ?  Did th i s  g l obe 
t h e n  b e c a m e  m a g n e t i c a l l y  
a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  c a r  w h i c h  
passed by a t  that moment? 

Similarly ,  partial formations and 
changing forms occur where 
the fie lds  of these l ightforms 
are in  flu x  i t  would seem.  The 
human eye regi sters v isible l ight 
o n l y ,  and i t  is  not  d ifficu l t  to 
i magine how i t  would i nterpret 
the sudden but  trans ient  lo s s  of 
i l lu minat ion i n  these mercurial  
fluctuat i on s as a bal l  of  l igh t  
obscured by such an obj ec t  as 
a phantom mound. After a l l ,  
Dorne d i d  a l so  describe how 
the l ight  someti me s  van i shed 
and reappeared wel l  away from 
ground leve l ,  and th i s  suggests  
t h a t i t  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  as a 
concentration of invis ible fields,  
but  intermi t tent ly  lost  that p art 
of  i ts  EM output that the human 
eye could  apprehend v i s ib le  
l ight .  

VERACITY OF 

EVIDENCE 

A n o t h e r ,  a n d  s o m e w h at 
unpopul ar opt ion rel ates to the 
verac ity of ev idence . Someone 
who has  attracted the attent i on 
o f  U F O/p a r a n o r m a l  
investigators due t o  a genuinely 
s trange experience is prone to 
"subs id iary my stery " .  Thi s  is  
where their  c ore e xperience 
b e c o m e s  e mb e d d e d  w i th i n  
o t h e r  s m a l l e r  m y s t e r i e s ,  
created b y  the sense o f  fac tual  
freedom engendered b y  the 
c e n t r a l  a n o m a l y .  In t h i s  
a t m o s p h e re o f  s u s p e n d e d  
cr i t ical  facul t ies ,  somet imes ,  
anyth ing goe s .  What does i t  
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m a t t e r  if  a c c u r a c y i s  
d i sregarded ?  O r  s o  the atti tude 
goe s .  Phan t om trees  are far 
more in teres t ing  than making 
s u re t h a t t h e  l o c a t i o n  i s  
acc u rate l y  p inpo in ted .  Let ' s 
face i t .  Trees do not just van i sh ,  
do t h e y ? If  t h i s  w e re t h e  
i nvest igat ion o f  a crime by the 
pol ice,  they wou l d  infer that 
t h e  w i t n e s s  h ad m ad e  a 
mi stake . 

CONCLUDING BANANA. 

The effects  on the banana are 
i m p o r t an t .  It w a s  p h y s i c a l  
ev idence which  persi sted after 
the event .  What c ou l d  poss ib ly  
s p e e d  up i t s  r i p e n i n g  s o  
dramat ical l y ,  t o  the point  of 
s ee m i n g  a s  if i t  h ad b e e n  
cooked? The heat of  t h e  c ar 
may have been i nstrumental ,  
and intense u l tra- v io le t  and 
i n fra-red l i g h t  c ou l d  h a v e  
produced t h i s  effect ,  but even 
t h i s  i rrad i at i on w o u l d  have  
taken l on ger one  would  th ink .  
C o u l d  i t  b e  t h at the w ater­
content of  this soft fru i t  was 
subjected to the thermal effects 
of  microwaves? 

ALLERGIES AND ALIENS 

Th e V i s i ta t ion Experience: 
An En v i ro n me n tal  Heal th  
Issue . 
C an be obtained from :  
Discovery Time s  Press ,  
270,  Sandycombe Road ,  
Kew . Surrey . TW9 3NP.  U K .  
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I Sightings Update 

by .Jenny Randles 
Here are a few of the cases 
that have been reported from 
B ritain s ince the l ast  ed i t ion  of  
th i s  publ ication . In  future we 
h ope to  be  more s e l ec t i ve ,  
focusing o n  the more probati ve 
cases only ( including IFOs that 
teach u sefu l  lessons)  and to 
i n c l u d e  c as e s  fro m  ac r o s s  
Europe . C ou l d  any UFOlogis t  
w i sh in g  to  summari se the i r  
data  send  th i s  to  :-

Sight ings  Update 1 1  Pike 
C ourt Fleetwood L ancash ire 
FY7 8QF 

Date :-25 June 1994. 
Location :- B ridgewater, 
Somerse t .  
C red i t :  Sue Hembu ry-Kel l o w ,  
SUFO R I N .  

M u l t i p l e  wi tnesses  observed a 
tube shaped obj ect th i s  evening 
above a housing e state on the 
edge of town .Th i s  gradual ly  
t i l ted to reveal  that i t  h ad a 

d i sc-l ike form.  I t  hovered for 
some t ime . One month to the 
day l ater a s i l ver egg shaped 
obj ec t  was wi tnessed above 
the  same location.  Investigation 
r e v e a l e d  n o  a i rc r a ft , 
he l icopters or  airsh ips  i n  the 
are a .  

Date :-3 Ju ly  1994 . 
Locat ion :- Southend ,Essex .  

A woman observed an obj ec t  
shaped l ike a tear drop and 
co lou red grey/b lack .  She was 
conv inced that  i t  was some 
k ind of  machine  and has s ince  
taken a c amcorder wi th her  
hoping to fi lm a return v i s i t .  To 
d ate  s h e  h a s  had  no l u c k; 
a l though Southend i s  one of 
the most ac t ive  UFO hotspots 
i n  B ri tain. The local MP has 
asked quest ions  in parl iament .  
H o w e v e r ,  the  pre s e n c e  of  
much l ight  p lane  traffic from a 
local airport i s  thought by some 
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to be a key . 

Date :- 8 Ju ly  1994 . 
Locat ion :- Al lerthorpe, North 
Y orkshire .  

A m a n  dri v ing on t h e  A l 079 
from York wi tnessed a l ight  in 
the sky which swooped down 
from above and resolved i nto a 
c ottage loaf shaped obj ect .  I t  
t h e n  c l i m b e d  u p w ar d s  a n d  
d i sappeared . T h i s  w a s  a t  8 . 1 0  
pm on a sunny even ing .  Low 
level  m i l i tary ai rcraft pract ice  
i n  th i s  area .  

Date :- 27 Ju ly  1994 . 
L o c at i o n : - P e a s d o n  St J o h n ,  
Avon. 
Cred i t :  Sue Hembury-Ke l l o w ,  
SUFOR I N .  

P o l i c e  c a l l e d SU F O R I N  t o  
i nvest igate th is  inc ident  a s  i t  
u n fo l d e d .  A marr ied c o u p l e  
were i n  t h e  area near B ath when 
a m a s s i v e  s p h e r i c a l  o bj e c t  
appeared . I t  was said t o  b e  the 
s i ze of several houses and was 
studded in  red and green l igh t s .  
There was no sound  but  as i t  
appeared to descend towards 
them the couple fled fearing that 
i t  w o u l d  s w a l l o w  t h e m  u p .  
Invest igat ion revealed n o  other 
w itnesses  but also n o  known air  
t raffi c .  

Date:- 5 August  1994 . 
Locat ion :- Exeter,  Dev on. 
Cred i t :- Doug Cooper .  

A man o b s e r v e d  an o bj e c t  
shaped l ike a spinning top which 
s lowly moved away to the west .  

Date :- 2 1  August  1994 . 
Location :-Bel l ingham,  
Northumberland. 
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refl e c t i n g  t h e  n e u ro l o g i c a l 
l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n d  t o  
produce such figures ,  and i t  
re l e v an t  t o  n ot e  tha t  many  
appari t i onal  forms share th i s  
abbre v i at ion of form i . e .  grey 
fi gures  and  the  " w oman in  
b l ac k " ,  which  a l so  have v ague 
fac i a l  fe a t u r e s  a n d  l i m b  
e xtremit ies . 

L e e  w a s a l re a d y  q u i te 
a p p re h e n s i v e a b o u t  t h e  
a b ra s i v e  rep u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
security guards a t  Stonehenge,  
and this  figure d id  act  out  a 
s t e r e o t y p e d  t h re a t e n i n g  
approach with i t s  hal lucinatory 
l e a f- s t a m p i n g ,  i m p o s s i b l e  
speed and equa l ly  imposs ib le  
n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
fence .  A l ine from Macbeth 
comes to  mind h ere : "Ti s  but  a 
paint ing of my fear ... " 

ON EVIDENCE AND 

OPTICAL EFFECTS 

The n on-ex i stent copse of trees 
seen dur ing the approach and 
the mound in  the "perfect ly flat 
fie ld" may be elements  which  
rel ate to  opt ica l  aspects  to  do 
w i t h  t h e  fo r m a t i o n  a n d  
behaviour of  the earth l ight. W e  
mus t  remember t h at w e  are 
c on s idering a dark feature less  
l andscape through which  the 
w i t n e s s e s  w e re m o v i n g  at  
speed. Devereux ,  provides  us  
w i th numerous descript ion s of  
t h e  frag m e n t a r y  l u m i n o u s  
aspects o f  e arth l ights ,  and seen 
only as s i lhouette ,  these shape 
sh i ft ing  l i ght  forms can c reate 
v i su al i mpress ions  onto which 
the mind wi l l  impose i t s  own 
sen sory i n te rpretat ions. 

Descript ions  of po in ts  of l igh t  
which  form i n to sphere s  are 
not  uncommon in Dev ereu x' s 
work . Was the "c opse of trees"  
the spot  where the earth l igh t  
ac t u a l l y  e merged  fro m  the  

ground as a c loud of  separate 
l ights  fro m  the swarms of  d ip  
and  strike faul t s  there , which  
then  coalesced into a g lobe of  
l ight?  Was i s  luminous  mosaic  
in terpreted as b ranches  on a 
copse of trees ?  Did th i s  g l obe 
t h e n  b e c a m e  m a g n e t i c a l l y  
a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  c a r  w h i c h  
passed by a t  that moment? 

Similarly ,  partial formations and 
changing forms occur where 
the fie lds  of these l ightforms 
are in  flu x  i t  would seem.  The 
human eye regi sters v isible l ight 
o n l y ,  and i t  is  not  d ifficu l t  to 
i magine how i t  would i nterpret 
the sudden but  trans ient  lo s s  of 
i l lu minat ion i n  these mercurial  
fluctuat i on s as a bal l  of  l igh t  
obscured by such an obj ec t  as 
a phantom mound. After a l l ,  
Dorne d i d  a l so  describe how 
the l ight  someti me s  van i shed 
and reappeared wel l  away from 
ground leve l ,  and th i s  suggests  
t h a t i t  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  as a 
concentration of invis ible fields,  
but  intermi t tent ly  lost  that p art 
of  i ts  EM output that the human 
eye could  apprehend v i s ib le  
l ight .  

VERACITY OF 

EVIDENCE 

A n o t h e r ,  a n d  s o m e w h at 
unpopul ar opt ion rel ates to the 
verac ity of ev idence . Someone 
who has  attracted the attent i on 
o f  U F O/p a r a n o r m a l  
investigators due t o  a genuinely 
s trange experience is prone to 
"subs id iary my stery " .  Thi s  is  
where their  c ore e xperience 
b e c o m e s  e mb e d d e d  w i th i n  
o t h e r  s m a l l e r  m y s t e r i e s ,  
created b y  the sense o f  fac tual  
freedom engendered b y  the 
c e n t r a l  a n o m a l y .  In t h i s  
a t m o s p h e re o f  s u s p e n d e d  
cr i t ical  facul t ies ,  somet imes ,  
anyth ing goe s .  What does i t  
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m a t t e r  if  a c c u r a c y i s  
d i sregarded ?  O r  s o  the atti tude 
goe s .  Phan t om trees  are far 
more in teres t ing  than making 
s u re t h a t t h e  l o c a t i o n  i s  
acc u rate l y  p inpo in ted .  Let ' s 
face i t .  Trees do not just van i sh ,  
do t h e y ? If  t h i s  w e re t h e  
i nvest igat ion o f  a crime by the 
pol ice,  they wou l d  infer that 
t h e  w i t n e s s  h ad m ad e  a 
mi stake . 

CONCLUDING BANANA. 

The effects  on the banana are 
i m p o r t an t .  It w a s  p h y s i c a l  
ev idence which  persi sted after 
the event .  What c ou l d  poss ib ly  
s p e e d  up i t s  r i p e n i n g  s o  
dramat ical l y ,  t o  the point  of 
s ee m i n g  a s  if i t  h ad b e e n  
cooked? The heat of  t h e  c ar 
may have been i nstrumental ,  
and intense u l tra- v io le t  and 
i n fra-red l i g h t  c ou l d  h a v e  
produced t h i s  effect ,  but even 
t h i s  i rrad i at i on w o u l d  have  
taken l on ger one  would  th ink .  
C o u l d  i t  b e  t h at the w ater­
content of  this soft fru i t  was 
subjected to the thermal effects 
of  microwaves? 

ALLERGIES AND ALIENS 

Th e V i s i ta t ion Experience: 
An En v i ro n me n tal  Heal th  
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by .Jenny Randles 
Here are a few of the cases 
that have been reported from 
B ritain s ince the l ast  ed i t ion  of  
th i s  publ ication . In  future we 
h ope to  be  more s e l ec t i ve ,  
focusing o n  the more probati ve 
cases only ( including IFOs that 
teach u sefu l  lessons)  and to 
i n c l u d e  c as e s  fro m  ac r o s s  
Europe . C ou l d  any UFOlogis t  
w i sh in g  to  summari se the i r  
data  send  th i s  to  :-
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Date :-25 June 1994. 
Location :- B ridgewater, 
Somerse t .  
C red i t :  Sue Hembu ry-Kel l o w ,  
SUFO R I N .  

M u l t i p l e  wi tnesses  observed a 
tube shaped obj ect th i s  evening 
above a housing e state on the 
edge of town .Th i s  gradual ly  
t i l ted to reveal  that i t  h ad a 

d i sc-l ike form.  I t  hovered for 
some t ime . One month to the 
day l ater a s i l ver egg shaped 
obj ec t  was wi tnessed above 
the  same location.  Investigation 
r e v e a l e d  n o  a i rc r a ft , 
he l icopters or  airsh ips  i n  the 
are a .  

Date :-3 Ju ly  1994 . 
Locat ion :- Southend ,Essex .  

A woman observed an obj ec t  
shaped l ike a tear drop and 
co lou red grey/b lack .  She was 
conv inced that  i t  was some 
k ind of  machine  and has s ince  
taken a c amcorder wi th her  
hoping to fi lm a return v i s i t .  To 
d ate  s h e  h a s  had  no l u c k; 
a l though Southend i s  one of 
the most ac t ive  UFO hotspots 
i n  B ri tain. The local MP has 
asked quest ions  in parl iament .  
H o w e v e r ,  the  pre s e n c e  of  
much l ight  p lane  traffic from a 
local airport i s  thought by some 
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to be a key . 

Date :- 8 Ju ly  1994 . 
Locat ion :- Al lerthorpe, North 
Y orkshire .  

A m a n  dri v ing on t h e  A l 079 
from York wi tnessed a l ight  in 
the sky which swooped down 
from above and resolved i nto a 
c ottage loaf shaped obj ect .  I t  
t h e n  c l i m b e d  u p w ar d s  a n d  
d i sappeared . T h i s  w a s  a t  8 . 1 0  
pm on a sunny even ing .  Low 
level  m i l i tary ai rcraft pract ice  
i n  th i s  area .  

Date :- 27 Ju ly  1994 . 
L o c at i o n : - P e a s d o n  St J o h n ,  
Avon. 
Cred i t :  Sue Hembury-Ke l l o w ,  
SUFOR I N .  

P o l i c e  c a l l e d SU F O R I N  t o  
i nvest igate th is  inc ident  a s  i t  
u n fo l d e d .  A marr ied c o u p l e  
were i n  t h e  area near B ath when 
a m a s s i v e  s p h e r i c a l  o bj e c t  
appeared . I t  was said t o  b e  the 
s i ze of several houses and was 
studded in  red and green l igh t s .  
There was no sound  but  as i t  
appeared to descend towards 
them the couple fled fearing that 
i t  w o u l d  s w a l l o w  t h e m  u p .  
Invest igat ion revealed n o  other 
w itnesses  but also n o  known air  
t raffi c .  

Date:- 5 August  1994 . 
Locat ion :- Exeter,  Dev on. 
Cred i t :- Doug Cooper .  

A man o b s e r v e d  an o bj e c t  
shaped l ike a spinning top which 
s lowly moved away to the west .  

Date :- 2 1  August  1994 . 
Location :-Bel l ingham,  
Northumberland. 
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At about midn ight  al l  the alarm 
sy stems on a res ident ial home 
in  th i s  town suddenly went off. 
The terr i fi e d  o w ner rus hed  
outs ide  fearing a break- in but  
was  c o n fronted by an even  
m o r e b a ffl i n g  m y s t e ry . 
Overhead was a d azzl ing  l ight  
bes ide an adj acent  golf  course .  
I t  was emit t ing b l asts of wind 
l i ke a he l ic opter beat ing i t s  
wings .  The  man was h it by 
these  waves  of air  pressure 
e very second or so but  the  
objec t  was  comp l etel y s i lent .  
There were no h e l icopters  
traced i n  the area .  The  w i tness  
attempted to  photograph the 
obj ect  but  i t  i s  not  known if  the 
p ic tu re c ame out . 

Date : - 8 September 1994 . 
Location:- Murdishaw, Cheshire 
C red i t : - NARO. 

Many years ago the infamous 
"h u m m ad r u z z "  ( a  p u z z l i n g  
noc tu rnal  h u m m ing/buzzing/ 
dron ing  sound heard the world 
over) h i t  Hough Green near 
W idnes at about the t i me Pau l 
Simon ( of Simon & Garfunkle)  
composed a famous hi t  tune on 
the local rai lway stat i on ( sadl y  
i t  w a s  n o t  " T h e  s o u n d  o f  
s i l e n c e "  - b u t  " H o m e w ard 
B ou nd "!) Now the s ound i s  
back,  o n  the opposi te  s ide of 
the Mersey estuary at th i s  same 
p o i n t . Se v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  
reported t h e  w e i rd b u z z i ng 
gro w l ,  as i t  was described ,at 
about 9 pm.  A few al so c la imed 
to see a l ight  above the river at  
the t i me . 

Date : - 8 September 1994 . 
Location : - Matlock, Derbyshire 

Local  po l ice  were p l agued by 
reports of  an explos ion  i n  the 
sky accompan ied by a br ight  

l i g h t  s h o o t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  
heaven s .  They concluded that 
i t  was a meteor, and th i s  may 
also account for the Runcorn 
s i g h t i n g s  w h i c h  a p p e a r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y . H o w e v e r ,  
w i tnesses  a t  the Derby Road 
area of Nott ingham say they 
saw t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  m ore 
c learly and i t  was a whi te cross 
of l ights  which hovered for a 
few moments  and then sped 
off. Th i s  i s  not  cons i s tent wi th 
a meteor.  

Date : - 8 September 1994. 
Locat ion : - Taunton ,  Somerset . 

Yet  an other account  for th i s  
same date ,  but  earl ier  a t  3 . 1 S 
am.  Several witnesses  reported 
a hovering obj ect  shaped l ike a 
g ian t  bow l . It was surrounded 
by a ring of l ight s .  Th i s  emitted 
a humming, droning noise, again 
cement ing the l i nk wi th  the 
Runcorn affair  1 8  h ou rs l ater .  
Local  po l ice  promised to  send 
out an o ffi c e r ,  but n o b o d y  
arrived, so t h e  witnesses v i s i ted 
the station the next  day and 
fi led an offi c i al rep ort for the 
MoD. Pol ice c lai med to have 
so lved the case,  say i n g  i t  was a 
bal loon . Th i s  appears un l ike ly ,  
p art i cu l ar ly  g i ven the  other  
enc ounters that d ay . 

Date : - 1 3  September 1994 . 
Location : - Chelmsford , Esse x .  

A n d  s t i l l  t h i s  buzz ing  UFO 
would not go away! A h igh 
p i t c h e d  w h i n i n g  a w o k e  
res idents  o f  Chestnut  Walk at 
2 . 30  am who could  find no 
source for the sound and cal led 
the police.  Thi s  t ime they came, 
but the no i se h ad van i shed .  
Howe ver, some loca l s  c laim to 
have seen a red flash in  the 
sky . At 4 . 30 am Essex  pol ice 
were c a l l ed by a c o u p l e  in 
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C o l c he s ter  who reported an 
enormou s c igar shape drift ing 
overhead . I t  moved very s lowly 
and had semi circles  on top and 
red ,  yel low and orange flashing 
l ights  on the base . A local  dog,  
reputed to "bark at anyth ing" ,  
was found by i ts  owner  stari ng 
into space watching the obj ec t  
in  s i lence a n d  apparent awe! 

Date : - 1 8  September 1994. 
Location : - B urton Pidsea,  
Humbers ide. 
Credit: Zena W i l l iams 

A teenage g i rl was d ri v ing to 
the local pub when an orange 
ball  of  l ight  drifted across  the 
road ahead . A flashing beacon 
l ight  was on its top . I t  then 
vani shed suddenly . When she 
entered the pub shaking v i s ib ly  
nobody be l ievered her .  Th i s  
account  sounds rather l ike an 
airship .  

(continued from page 16). 

stands  by an abandoned iron 
m i n e  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  
abandoned s ince 1 967 . Here 
was a Magnet i te mine whose 
ore i s  h igh ly  magnet ic . We ask 
ourse l v e s  w as t h i s  a meta l  
obj ec t  that Kirst in saw?  Or was 
i t  an e lectrical  d i sc harge of 
some k ind .  One point which  
does not support th i s  theory i s  
that on the  28th December 1 987 
a s imi lar sphere was reported 
from the town of Grange sberg . 
I t  was  descr i bed  as  a b l u e  
spark l i n g  object 6 x 8 metres 
which flew over and between 
houses at 1 2 .00 . 

The research was done by B erit  
Bergqvist and B i rg i t  Salgstrom 
for UFO Sweden . 
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The House On 

The Moors 
An investigation into a window 
area contact case. (Part Two). 

by .Jenny Randles 
Jenny R andles is an 
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UFOs and the paranormal. 
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briefing senior British 
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UFOs. Jenny Randles is the 

author of over 20 books and 

lives in Stockport, Cheshire. 

The encounters beein 

Els ie  moved into her present 
house in  1959.  I t  i s  an i s o l ated 
and fa i r l y  d e s o l ate l o o k i n g  
m i l l stone c ottage w e l l  u p  the 
s ide of a h i l l  some d i stance 
outs ide of  Todmorden i t se lf. I 
cannot  be more spec ific  so as 
not to ident ify the witne s s .  At 
the t ime she had two y oung 
chi ldre n ,  both aged under two 
years old .  One winters night at 
around 2 am, within six months 

of moving to the house a terrific 
pul sat ing noise fi l led the a ir .  I t  
was  s imi lar to a vacuum c leaner 
but h ad a more intense and 
frequent pu lsat i on to i t .  The 
ent ire fami ly were wakened by 
i t  and i t  terri fied her husband,  
who kept say ing  that i t  would 
land on the roof. The no ise 
pers i s ted for several sec onds 
and then stopped . 

Getting out and peering through 
the curtains  both she and her 
hu sband could see a bri l l iant  
g low at the top of  the hi l l  on a 
fie ld  that s loped up towards a 
new py lon . This  was not  yet  
o p e r a t i o n a l , i n d e e d  t h e  
c o m p a n y  i n v o l v e d  w e re 
plugged in to their  electr ic i ty 
supp ly  as  n o t h i n g  else w as 
working u p  there . The c ircu l ar 
glow l i t  up the s ide of the house,  
even though i t  was now making 
no  sound . I t  appeared to be 
i mmedi ately  bes ide the mast .  
After a few more seconds i t  
s i mply  d i sappeared . 
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Their  fi rst i mpress ion  was that  
i t  might  have been a hel icopter 
w orking on the mast but th i s  
w as rap i d l y  d i sm i s sed . Her  
b r o t h e r  w o r k e d  fo r t h e  
company and could  verify that 
n o  fl i g h t s  operated. I n  any 
e v e n t  i t  s e e m s  h i g h l y  
i m probable t h at they would  
operate in the d ark on the tops 
of  these moors , plus ,  of course,  
n o  h e l icopter could become 
s i lent  as th is  obj ec t  d i d .  

The alien contact 

Many other th ings  occurred i n  
t h e  2 0  y e ar s  b e t w e e n  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  a n d  h e r m o s t  
frighten ing  e xperienc e .  A few 
of these wi l l  be mentioned l ater. 
H o w e v e r ,  it w a s  t h e  a l i e n  
contact that real l y  made Els ie  
t e r r i fi e d a b o u t  the  l o n e l y  
prominence o f  her h omestead . 

I t  was again about 3 am on a 
n ight  i n  May 1979 when she 
was awoken by a huge l igh t  
moving si lently down the moors 
and heading straight  for the 
house .  She fel t  certain  that it 
would h it the gable end and 
r o s e  fro m  b e d  in pan i c  t o  
escape . She d i d  n o t  awaken 
her husband, who saw nothing . 
Her c h i ldren , apart from one 
adu l t  son ,  had b y  now moved 
out  of  the house .  
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At about midn ight  al l  the alarm 
sy stems on a res ident ial home 
in  th i s  town suddenly went off. 
The terr i fi e d  o w ner rus hed  
outs ide  fearing a break- in but  
was  c o n fronted by an even  
m o r e b a ffl i n g  m y s t e ry . 
Overhead was a d azzl ing  l ight  
bes ide an adj acent  golf  course .  
I t  was emit t ing b l asts of wind 
l i ke a he l ic opter beat ing i t s  
wings .  The  man was h it by 
these  waves  of air  pressure 
e very second or so but  the  
objec t  was  comp l etel y s i lent .  
There were no h e l icopters  
traced i n  the area .  The  w i tness  
attempted to  photograph the 
obj ect  but  i t  i s  not  known if  the 
p ic tu re c ame out . 

Date : - 8 September 1994 . 
Location:- Murdishaw, Cheshire 
C red i t : - NARO. 

Many years ago the infamous 
"h u m m ad r u z z "  ( a  p u z z l i n g  
noc tu rnal  h u m m ing/buzzing/ 
dron ing  sound heard the world 
over) h i t  Hough Green near 
W idnes at about the t i me Pau l 
Simon ( of Simon & Garfunkle)  
composed a famous hi t  tune on 
the local rai lway stat i on ( sadl y  
i t  w a s  n o t  " T h e  s o u n d  o f  
s i l e n c e "  - b u t  " H o m e w ard 
B ou nd "!) Now the s ound i s  
back,  o n  the opposi te  s ide of 
the Mersey estuary at th i s  same 
p o i n t . Se v e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  
reported t h e  w e i rd b u z z i ng 
gro w l ,  as i t  was described ,at 
about 9 pm.  A few al so c la imed 
to see a l ight  above the river at  
the t i me . 

Date : - 8 September 1994 . 
Location : - Matlock, Derbyshire 

Local  po l ice  were p l agued by 
reports of  an explos ion  i n  the 
sky accompan ied by a br ight  

l i g h t  s h o o t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  
heaven s .  They concluded that 
i t  was a meteor, and th i s  may 
also account for the Runcorn 
s i g h t i n g s  w h i c h  a p p e a r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y . H o w e v e r ,  
w i tnesses  a t  the Derby Road 
area of Nott ingham say they 
saw t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  m ore 
c learly and i t  was a whi te cross 
of l ights  which hovered for a 
few moments  and then sped 
off. Th i s  i s  not  cons i s tent wi th 
a meteor.  

Date : - 8 September 1994. 
Locat ion : - Taunton ,  Somerset . 

Yet  an other account  for th i s  
same date ,  but  earl ier  a t  3 . 1 S 
am.  Several witnesses  reported 
a hovering obj ect  shaped l ike a 
g ian t  bow l . It was surrounded 
by a ring of l ight s .  Th i s  emitted 
a humming, droning noise, again 
cement ing the l i nk wi th  the 
Runcorn affair  1 8  h ou rs l ater .  
Local  po l ice  promised to  send 
out an o ffi c e r ,  but n o b o d y  
arrived, so t h e  witnesses v i s i ted 
the station the next  day and 
fi led an offi c i al rep ort for the 
MoD. Pol ice c lai med to have 
so lved the case,  say i n g  i t  was a 
bal loon . Th i s  appears un l ike ly ,  
p art i cu l ar ly  g i ven the  other  
enc ounters that d ay . 

Date : - 1 3  September 1994 . 
Location : - Chelmsford , Esse x .  

A n d  s t i l l  t h i s  buzz ing  UFO 
would not go away! A h igh 
p i t c h e d  w h i n i n g  a w o k e  
res idents  o f  Chestnut  Walk at 
2 . 30  am who could  find no 
source for the sound and cal led 
the police.  Thi s  t ime they came, 
but the no i se h ad van i shed .  
Howe ver, some loca l s  c laim to 
have seen a red flash in  the 
sky . At 4 . 30 am Essex  pol ice 
were c a l l ed by a c o u p l e  in 
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C o l c he s ter  who reported an 
enormou s c igar shape drift ing 
overhead . I t  moved very s lowly 
and had semi circles  on top and 
red ,  yel low and orange flashing 
l ights  on the base . A local  dog,  
reputed to "bark at anyth ing" ,  
was found by i ts  owner  stari ng 
into space watching the obj ec t  
in  s i lence a n d  apparent awe! 

Date : - 1 8  September 1994. 
Location : - B urton Pidsea,  
Humbers ide. 
Credit: Zena W i l l iams 

A teenage g i rl was d ri v ing to 
the local pub when an orange 
ball  of  l ight  drifted across  the 
road ahead . A flashing beacon 
l ight  was on its top . I t  then 
vani shed suddenly . When she 
entered the pub shaking v i s ib ly  
nobody be l ievered her .  Th i s  
account  sounds rather l ike an 
airship .  

(continued from page 16). 

stands  by an abandoned iron 
m i n e  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  
abandoned s ince 1 967 . Here 
was a Magnet i te mine whose 
ore i s  h igh ly  magnet ic . We ask 
ourse l v e s  w as t h i s  a meta l  
obj ec t  that Kirst in saw?  Or was 
i t  an e lectrical  d i sc harge of 
some k ind .  One point which  
does not support th i s  theory i s  
that on the  28th December 1 987 
a s imi lar sphere was reported 
from the town of Grange sberg . 
I t  was  descr i bed  as  a b l u e  
spark l i n g  object 6 x 8 metres 
which flew over and between 
houses at 1 2 .00 . 

The research was done by B erit  
Bergqvist and B i rg i t  Salgstrom 
for UFO Sweden . 
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area contact case. (Part Two). 
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The encounters beein 

Els ie  moved into her present 
house in  1959.  I t  i s  an i s o l ated 
and fa i r l y  d e s o l ate l o o k i n g  
m i l l stone c ottage w e l l  u p  the 
s ide of a h i l l  some d i stance 
outs ide of  Todmorden i t se lf. I 
cannot  be more spec ific  so as 
not to ident ify the witne s s .  At 
the t ime she had two y oung 
chi ldre n ,  both aged under two 
years old .  One winters night at 
around 2 am, within six months 

of moving to the house a terrific 
pul sat ing noise fi l led the a ir .  I t  
was  s imi lar to a vacuum c leaner 
but h ad a more intense and 
frequent pu lsat i on to i t .  The 
ent ire fami ly were wakened by 
i t  and i t  terri fied her husband,  
who kept say ing  that i t  would 
land on the roof. The no ise 
pers i s ted for several sec onds 
and then stopped . 

Getting out and peering through 
the curtains  both she and her 
hu sband could see a bri l l iant  
g low at the top of  the hi l l  on a 
fie ld  that s loped up towards a 
new py lon . This  was not  yet  
o p e r a t i o n a l , i n d e e d  t h e  
c o m p a n y  i n v o l v e d  w e re 
plugged in to their  electr ic i ty 
supp ly  as  n o t h i n g  else w as 
working u p  there . The c ircu l ar 
glow l i t  up the s ide of the house,  
even though i t  was now making 
no  sound . I t  appeared to be 
i mmedi ately  bes ide the mast .  
After a few more seconds i t  
s i mply  d i sappeared . 

The New UFOiogist. Issue 2. 

Their  fi rst i mpress ion  was that  
i t  might  have been a hel icopter 
w orking on the mast but th i s  
w as rap i d l y  d i sm i s sed . Her  
b r o t h e r  w o r k e d  fo r t h e  
company and could  verify that 
n o  fl i g h t s  operated. I n  any 
e v e n t  i t  s e e m s  h i g h l y  
i m probable t h at they would  
operate in the d ark on the tops 
of  these moors , plus ,  of course,  
n o  h e l icopter could become 
s i lent  as th is  obj ec t  d i d .  

The alien contact 

Many other th ings  occurred i n  
t h e  2 0  y e ar s  b e t w e e n  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  a n d  h e r m o s t  
frighten ing  e xperienc e .  A few 
of these wi l l  be mentioned l ater. 
H o w e v e r ,  it w a s  t h e  a l i e n  
contact that real l y  made Els ie  
t e r r i fi e d a b o u t  the  l o n e l y  
prominence o f  her h omestead . 

I t  was again about 3 am on a 
n ight  i n  May 1979 when she 
was awoken by a huge l igh t  
moving si lently down the moors 
and heading straight  for the 
house .  She fel t  certain  that it 
would h it the gable end and 
r o s e  fro m  b e d  in pan i c  t o  
escape . She d i d  n o t  awaken 
her husband, who saw nothing . 
Her c h i ldren , apart from one 
adu l t  son ,  had b y  now moved 
out  of  the house .  
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H owever,  w ith in  moments of 
leaping  fro m  the bedc l othes  
Els ie  n o w  found  herself  out  in  
the  open. There was no memory 
of  runn ing  down the stairs  or 
open ing  the door. She was jus t  
ou t  there on the rough grass  at 
t h e  s i d e  of her h o m e ,  s t i l l  
wearing her n ightie. Moreover, 
she was not alone. 

The huge ova l  of l ig h t  h ad 
apparent ly  l anded c lose  to the 
house on the s loping fiel d s .  I t  
was a smal l  egg shaped dev ice ,  
b are l y  v i s ib le  beh ind  the g low.  
Yet ,  paradoxical l y ,  her mind 
kept  i n s i s t ing  that  i t  was  a 

helicopter 

L o g i c a l l y ,  af te r w a r d s ,  and  
probably at the  t i me ,  she  knew 
th i s  was r id ic u l ou s .  Yet  the 
thought  somehow c omforted 
her. Then three figures ,  seen 
most ly  in s i lh ouette , e merged 
from the front  of the o bj ec t  and 
began to  walk  towards El s ie. 
T h e y  w e re s l i g h t l y  u n d er 
n ormal human height  and s l im 
in bu i l d .  Rather extraordi nari ly  
she conc luded that these were 
h e r  d au g h t e r  a n d  c h i l dren  
coming  for a v i s i t  from a nearby 
v i l l age and her mind began to 
p lan making them a cup of tea. 
She knew even at the t i me that 
this  i nterpretation  was absurd. 
H er daughter was n ot small 
and s l ight ,  obviously would not 
visit in  a helicopter and certainly 
not in  the middle of  the n ight. 
H owever,  these fac tors were 
overturned by her subconscious 
mind which j u st accepted them. 

At th i s  point  the scene changed 
again and Els ie  was now b ack 
i n  bed , b l inking in  the sunl ight  
and i t  was after dawn.  At  least  
an hour h ad d i sappeared. 

At breakfast  her son ran into 
the house rather d i stressed and 
l ed h i s  mother to the ch icken 

cou p. Here n ine of  the an i mals  
were found to be dead , wi th  no 
s ign of  attack ,  eg.  from a fox .  
They were qui te c lose  t o  the 
py Ion ( ie 1 00 feet or so)  and 
Elsie conc luded that they had 
been electrocuted by th i s ,  even 
though that  had never happened 
before or s ince . She refu sed to 
bring in  a vet  and even talked 
h e r s e l f  o u t  of l i n k i n g  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  U F O  
encounter .  A t  t h e  interview she 
said several t i me s ,  "sure ly  th i s  
w a s  j u s t  a c o i n c i d e n c e .  I t  
does'nt mean anyth ing ,  does 
i t ?" 

I asked Els ie  very carefu l l y  
a b o u t  t h e  n at u re o f  t h i s  
encounter and what she final ly  
admi tted w as very in terest i n g .  
Although s h e  be l ieves  i t  was a 
real event  there are c lear s igns  
that i t  was a v i v id dream or  
hal luc inat ion . Not only  do the  
scene  j umps f i t  that scenar io  
b u t  w h e n  q u e s t i o n e d  v e ry 
c losely  she refereed to  the fac t 
that she could  see the UFO in  a 
spec ific locat ion which our on 
s i te  recon s truct ion  ind icated 
was not  poss ib le. Trees were 
in  the w ay .  As our v i s i t was in  
l ate w inter we c ou l d  see  the  
s p o t  t h ro u g h  the  d e n u d e d  
branches ,  b u t  h e r  encounter 
was i n  May and the trees would 
have been i n  fu l l  l eaf. 

El s ie  was certain of the date 
when the inc ident  occurred ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  s e v e r a l  fam i l y  
factors that could  b e  (and  
were)  c h ecked . F i n a l l y  she  
ac kn o w l edged  t h at she  had 
seen the trees not  i n  b l oo m  
when they ought  to h a v e  been. 
Thi s  led to the further real i sation 
that she had been able  to "see 
around the c orner  of the house" 
w h i c h  w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  
i mposs ib le  from her locat i on . 

So, her  seemingly  real a l ien 
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e n c o u n t e r  w a s  a p p ar e n t l y  
v i s ionary i n  n ature. Does that 
mean that th i s  was a l l  s imply  a 
dream? Or,  was i t  s t imulated 
by an electrical  phenomenon 
that seems to  have appeared 
as the l ight?  Certain ly  we can 
see h o w  t h e  m i n d  r e a c t e d  
abnormal ly  during t h e  epi sode 
and this may be a c lue to the 
altered state of c on sc iousness  
which  Els ie  was i n  at the  t ime .  
There seems l i t t le  doubt that 
w i thout  c lose  scru t iny  most  
r e s e a r c h e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  
accepted the wi tnesses  in i t ial 
v iew - which ,  in fact ,  she s t i l l  
c l ings  to ,  that her experience 
was obj ectively real. How many 
o t h e r  a l i e n  c o n t ac t s  m a s k  
s imi larly v i s i onary c lues  that 
have to  be excav ated out of  the 
d ata years after the fac t?  

Other adventures 

El s ie ' s  husband died in 1990 
but  she has c ommuned with 
h i m  often s ince .  Even more 
interes t ing  i s  that her  son , who 
left home in  the mid e ight ies ,  
r e t u rn s  a s  a n  au d i t o r y 
hal luc ination - that i s  she hears 
him arrive on h i s  motorbike in a 
k i n d  o f  ac t i o n  rep l ay . T h i s  
m i g h t  s u g g e s t  t o  t h o s e  
psycho log ica l ly  minded that 
th i s  i s  s i mply  a l onely  old l ady 
w h o  i s  g i ft e d  w i t h h e r  
i maginat ion .  But  having met her 
I am not con v inced that is a l l  
there i s  to th i s  case . She holds  
down a g ood j ob and comes 
over to most  people  as u tterly 
rat i ona l  and obj ec t i v e .  Few 
would gues s  that she shares 
her l i fe on a near dai ly  bas i s  
wi th phantoms of one sort o r  
another .  

Possibly the most  in teres t ing  
aspect  o f  her frequent psychic  
exper iences  i s  that she hears 
sounds d irec t ly  from objects ,  a 
form of psychometry i t  seems .  
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For example ,  when touc hing a 
vacuum c leaner she bel ieves  
t h a t s h e  t u n e s  i n t o  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  made  b y  t h e  
people in t h e  fac tory that b u i l t  
i t ,  t h e  s h o p  that s o l d  i t ,  etc . She 
has a lso  regularly heard brief 
con versat ions  rep l ayed as i f  
through a tape recorder and 
which emerge from the room 
i t s e l f. I t  tran sp i re s  that  the 
hou se i s  over 1 00 years o ld  and 
s o me of the c o n v e r s at i o n s  
overheard make sense in  the 
l ight  of previous  owners , that is  
they m ay c on ce i v ab l y  have  
been  real sentences  spoken a t  
one  point  back  in  t ime.During 
the 1960 ' s  the fam i ly u sed to 
get enormou s electr ic i ty  b i l l s  
a n d  t h e  company h ad to  come 
i n  to in vest igate . They fai led to 
fi n d  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n , b u t  
d o w n g ra d e d  t h e  m e t e r  t o  
compen sate .!  have been try ing  
to verify th i s  with the  authorities 
b u t  am n o t  g e t t i n g  m u c h  
cooperat ion . !  a lso  h ave t o  p lay 
i t  c are fu l l y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
woman's ident i ty a s  promi sed. 

A n o t h e r  p ro b l e m  h a s  b e e n  

o v e r l o a d i n g  o f  w a s h e r s , 
v acuum c leaners , etc , which 
on o c c as i o n s  seem to  h ave  
sucked power  from the room 
and blown their  c i rcu its. Th i s  
w a s  a maj or problem a t  t imes 
and  appears  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  
phases of  ac t iv i ty a n d  is  then 
quiet  for months or years . I t  is  
also a very local i sed problem.  
She can take a sweeper into 
the next  room and i t  wi l l  work 
fine ,  but w i l l  overheat in  the 
main l i v ing  area .  

Her  dog a lso  responded to the 
rep l a y s  and has o ften  been 
w o k e n  fr o m  s l e e p  by t h e  
con versat ion s o r  the presence 
of a ghost kitten that s i ts  on 
Els ie ' s  lap from t i me to t ime .  
H e  n o w  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  
accepted i t  and goes straight  
back to s leep. Of th i s  Els ie  
says that she i s  s imply a Satel l ite 
d i sh  tuning into the past. 

There i s  much more to her 
psychic encounters than briefly 
reviewed here, and a few other 
m i n o r  UFO s ig h ti n g s  - of  
g lowing l ights  on the h i l l .  But  
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everyone in  the area has seen 
these ! 

Conclusions 

Els ie  herself bel ieves  that she 
l i ves  at a focal point of "ley 
l ines" ( s i c )  and that she i s  an 
untrained medium who s imply  
picks  up s tray impres s ions  and 
has not learnt to control these . 
She has attempted to get  help 
to turn her talents  into some 
good u se to aid the bereaved , 
b u t  h a s  n o t  fi n d  s o m e o n e  
unwi l l ing t o  exploit  her and who 
would merely guide her through 
what she needs to learn . I th ink 
that th is  case potentia l ly  re lates 
to the presence of  an electrical  
or  e n e rg y  f i e l d  t h a t i s  
channelled through this building. 
The old stone out  of  which 
hou s ing in  th i s  area i s  bui l t  i s  
r ich in  quartz  w i th i n  t h e  g r i t  
a n d  t h i s  m a y  w e l l  b e  
s i gn i ficant. I t  cou ld e xpl a i n  
w h y  t h e  a r e a  i s  s o  ful l o f  
encou nt e r s  - w i th t h e  local  
b u i l d i n g  s tone foc u s i n g  the 
energy and producing the l ights 
i n  the sky . 
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H owever,  w ith in  moments of 
leaping  fro m  the bedc l othes  
Els ie  n o w  found  herself  out  in  
the  open. There was no memory 
of  runn ing  down the stairs  or 
open ing  the door. She was jus t  
ou t  there on the rough grass  at 
t h e  s i d e  of her h o m e ,  s t i l l  
wearing her n ightie. Moreover, 
she was not alone. 

The huge ova l  of l ig h t  h ad 
apparent ly  l anded c lose  to the 
house on the s loping fiel d s .  I t  
was a smal l  egg shaped dev ice ,  
b are l y  v i s ib le  beh ind  the g low.  
Yet ,  paradoxical l y ,  her mind 
kept  i n s i s t ing  that  i t  was  a 

helicopter 

L o g i c a l l y ,  af te r w a r d s ,  and  
probably at the  t i me ,  she  knew 
th i s  was r id ic u l ou s .  Yet  the 
thought  somehow c omforted 
her. Then three figures ,  seen 
most ly  in s i lh ouette , e merged 
from the front  of the o bj ec t  and 
began to  walk  towards El s ie. 
T h e y  w e re s l i g h t l y  u n d er 
n ormal human height  and s l im 
in bu i l d .  Rather extraordi nari ly  
she conc luded that these were 
h e r  d au g h t e r  a n d  c h i l dren  
coming  for a v i s i t  from a nearby 
v i l l age and her mind began to 
p lan making them a cup of tea. 
She knew even at the t i me that 
this  i nterpretation  was absurd. 
H er daughter was n ot small 
and s l ight ,  obviously would not 
visit in  a helicopter and certainly 
not in  the middle of  the n ight. 
H owever,  these fac tors were 
overturned by her subconscious 
mind which j u st accepted them. 

At th i s  point  the scene changed 
again and Els ie  was now b ack 
i n  bed , b l inking in  the sunl ight  
and i t  was after dawn.  At  least  
an hour h ad d i sappeared. 

At breakfast  her son ran into 
the house rather d i stressed and 
l ed h i s  mother to the ch icken 

cou p. Here n ine of  the an i mals  
were found to be dead , wi th  no 
s ign of  attack ,  eg.  from a fox .  
They were qui te c lose  t o  the 
py Ion ( ie 1 00 feet or so)  and 
Elsie conc luded that they had 
been electrocuted by th i s ,  even 
though that  had never happened 
before or s ince . She refu sed to 
bring in  a vet  and even talked 
h e r s e l f  o u t  of l i n k i n g  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  U F O  
encounter .  A t  t h e  interview she 
said several t i me s ,  "sure ly  th i s  
w a s  j u s t  a c o i n c i d e n c e .  I t  
does'nt mean anyth ing ,  does 
i t ?" 

I asked Els ie  very carefu l l y  
a b o u t  t h e  n at u re o f  t h i s  
encounter and what she final ly  
admi tted w as very in terest i n g .  
Although s h e  be l ieves  i t  was a 
real event  there are c lear s igns  
that i t  was a v i v id dream or  
hal luc inat ion . Not only  do the  
scene  j umps f i t  that scenar io  
b u t  w h e n  q u e s t i o n e d  v e ry 
c losely  she refereed to  the fac t 
that she could  see the UFO in  a 
spec ific locat ion which our on 
s i te  recon s truct ion  ind icated 
was not  poss ib le. Trees were 
in  the w ay .  As our v i s i t was in  
l ate w inter we c ou l d  see  the  
s p o t  t h ro u g h  the  d e n u d e d  
branches ,  b u t  h e r  encounter 
was i n  May and the trees would 
have been i n  fu l l  l eaf. 

El s ie  was certain of the date 
when the inc ident  occurred ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  s e v e r a l  fam i l y  
factors that could  b e  (and  
were)  c h ecked . F i n a l l y  she  
ac kn o w l edged  t h at she  had 
seen the trees not  i n  b l oo m  
when they ought  to h a v e  been. 
Thi s  led to the further real i sation 
that she had been able  to "see 
around the c orner  of the house" 
w h i c h  w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  
i mposs ib le  from her locat i on . 

So, her  seemingly  real a l ien 
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e n c o u n t e r  w a s  a p p ar e n t l y  
v i s ionary i n  n ature. Does that 
mean that th i s  was a l l  s imply  a 
dream? Or,  was i t  s t imulated 
by an electrical  phenomenon 
that seems to  have appeared 
as the l ight?  Certain ly  we can 
see h o w  t h e  m i n d  r e a c t e d  
abnormal ly  during t h e  epi sode 
and this may be a c lue to the 
altered state of c on sc iousness  
which  Els ie  was i n  at the  t ime .  
There seems l i t t le  doubt that 
w i thout  c lose  scru t iny  most  
r e s e a r c h e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  
accepted the wi tnesses  in i t ial 
v iew - which ,  in fact ,  she s t i l l  
c l ings  to ,  that her experience 
was obj ectively real. How many 
o t h e r  a l i e n  c o n t ac t s  m a s k  
s imi larly v i s i onary c lues  that 
have to  be excav ated out of  the 
d ata years after the fac t?  

Other adventures 

El s ie ' s  husband died in 1990 
but  she has c ommuned with 
h i m  often s ince .  Even more 
interes t ing  i s  that her  son , who 
left home in  the mid e ight ies ,  
r e t u rn s  a s  a n  au d i t o r y 
hal luc ination - that i s  she hears 
him arrive on h i s  motorbike in a 
k i n d  o f  ac t i o n  rep l ay . T h i s  
m i g h t  s u g g e s t  t o  t h o s e  
psycho log ica l ly  minded that 
th i s  i s  s i mply  a l onely  old l ady 
w h o  i s  g i ft e d  w i t h h e r  
i maginat ion .  But  having met her 
I am not con v inced that is a l l  
there i s  to th i s  case . She holds  
down a g ood j ob and comes 
over to most  people  as u tterly 
rat i ona l  and obj ec t i v e .  Few 
would gues s  that she shares 
her l i fe on a near dai ly  bas i s  
wi th phantoms of one sort o r  
another .  

Possibly the most  in teres t ing  
aspect  o f  her frequent psychic  
exper iences  i s  that she hears 
sounds d irec t ly  from objects ,  a 
form of psychometry i t  seems .  
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For example ,  when touc hing a 
vacuum c leaner she bel ieves  
t h a t s h e  t u n e s  i n t o  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  made  b y  t h e  
people in t h e  fac tory that b u i l t  
i t ,  t h e  s h o p  that s o l d  i t ,  etc . She 
has a lso  regularly heard brief 
con versat ions  rep l ayed as i f  
through a tape recorder and 
which emerge from the room 
i t s e l f. I t  tran sp i re s  that  the 
hou se i s  over 1 00 years o ld  and 
s o me of the c o n v e r s at i o n s  
overheard make sense in  the 
l ight  of previous  owners , that is  
they m ay c on ce i v ab l y  have  
been  real sentences  spoken a t  
one  point  back  in  t ime.During 
the 1960 ' s  the fam i ly u sed to 
get enormou s electr ic i ty  b i l l s  
a n d  t h e  company h ad to  come 
i n  to in vest igate . They fai led to 
fi n d  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n , b u t  
d o w n g ra d e d  t h e  m e t e r  t o  
compen sate .!  have been try ing  
to verify th i s  with the  authorities 
b u t  am n o t  g e t t i n g  m u c h  
cooperat ion . !  a lso  h ave t o  p lay 
i t  c are fu l l y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
woman's ident i ty a s  promi sed. 

A n o t h e r  p ro b l e m  h a s  b e e n  

o v e r l o a d i n g  o f  w a s h e r s , 
v acuum c leaners , etc , which 
on o c c as i o n s  seem to  h ave  
sucked power  from the room 
and blown their  c i rcu its. Th i s  
w a s  a maj or problem a t  t imes 
and  appears  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  
phases of  ac t iv i ty a n d  is  then 
quiet  for months or years . I t  is  
also a very local i sed problem.  
She can take a sweeper into 
the next  room and i t  wi l l  work 
fine ,  but w i l l  overheat in  the 
main l i v ing  area .  

Her  dog a lso  responded to the 
rep l a y s  and has o ften  been 
w o k e n  fr o m  s l e e p  by t h e  
con versat ion s o r  the presence 
of a ghost kitten that s i ts  on 
Els ie ' s  lap from t i me to t ime .  
H e  n o w  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  
accepted i t  and goes straight  
back to s leep. Of th i s  Els ie  
says that she i s  s imply a Satel l ite 
d i sh  tuning into the past. 

There i s  much more to her 
psychic encounters than briefly 
reviewed here, and a few other 
m i n o r  UFO s ig h ti n g s  - of  
g lowing l ights  on the h i l l .  But  
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everyone in  the area has seen 
these ! 

Conclusions 

Els ie  herself bel ieves  that she 
l i ves  at a focal point of "ley 
l ines" ( s i c )  and that she i s  an 
untrained medium who s imply  
picks  up s tray impres s ions  and 
has not learnt to control these . 
She has attempted to get  help 
to turn her talents  into some 
good u se to aid the bereaved , 
b u t  h a s  n o t  fi n d  s o m e o n e  
unwi l l ing t o  exploit  her and who 
would merely guide her through 
what she needs to learn . I th ink 
that th is  case potentia l ly  re lates 
to the presence of  an electrical  
or  e n e rg y  f i e l d  t h a t i s  
channelled through this building. 
The old stone out  of  which 
hou s ing in  th i s  area i s  bui l t  i s  
r ich in  quartz  w i th i n  t h e  g r i t  
a n d  t h i s  m a y  w e l l  b e  
s i gn i ficant. I t  cou ld e xpl a i n  
w h y  t h e  a r e a  i s  s o  ful l o f  
encou nt e r s  - w i th t h e  local  
b u i l d i n g  s tone foc u s i n g  the 
energy and producing the l ights 
i n  the sky . 
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P a r a p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  a 
theory that stone can record 
sounds  and i mpress ions  from 
the past  i f  i t  contai n s  certain 
c ry sta l l i ne  s tructure s .  These 
are thought to  be respons ib le  
for some " t imes l ip" c ases on 
fi l e .  I d i scuss  such work i n  my 
book "Time Travel"  (publ i shed 
by Cassel l ,July 1994) Of course, 
if  that theory is correc t  then 
there is n o  reason why t i me 
should  be a one-way stree t .  
After al l ,  premoni t ions  are an 
accepted part of psychic  l ore . If 
v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  fu t u re are  
poss ib le ,  eg i n  d reams ,  and if  
rep l ay s  of  pas t  events  may 
occur i n  the sen se of  t imes l ips  
w h e n  c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  
cry stal structures  i n  local  stone, 
then perhaps prev iew v i s ions  
o f  the  fu t u re m a y  a l s o  be 
c re ated i n  the same way . Are 
s o m e  o f  t h e  l o c a l U F O 
enc ounters  v i s i on s  of aer ial 
veh ic les  from our own future? 

A shot  i n  the dark, or w i ld 
theory ,  n o  doub t .  I present i t  
m e re l y  a s  a n  s p e c u l a t i o n . 
W h at I do th ink i s  c lear fro m  a 
case such as th i s  i s  that  we are 
d e a l i n g  w i t h a s p e c i a l 
combin at ion  of c ircu mstances 
- the right person ,  in the r ight  
p l ac e  at  the  r ight  t i me . The 
resu l t  of  that equat i on i s  a c lose 
encounter - or t i me s l ip  - or 
psych ic  e xperience . 

To understand  what i s  going on 
here requ i res  us to un l ock  a 
nu mber of th ings - what makes 
a w i t n e s s  spec i a l  ( probab l y  
con nected wi th t h e i r  abi l i ty  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  c o r re c t  s t a t e  o f  
consc iousness) ,  what produces 
a w i n d o w  a r e a  ( fr o m  
geoph y s i c al and other data) , 
t h e  s p ec i fi c  n at u r e  o f  t h e  
energy o r  energ i e s  t h a t  are 
i n v o l ved at th i s  l ocat ion and 
what features of the w indow 
channel  these force s  i nto sharp 

focus at prec i se posit ions within 
the window . Here ,  I suggest ,  
the house i tse lf  may provide 
the key . 
I do not th ink  we w i l l  fin d  any 
a l i e n s  beh i n d  El s i e ' s  c l o se 
encounters, but we may unravel 
something u l t i mate ly  far more 
s ign ificant  and u sefu l .  That , for 
me,  i s  the exc i tement behind 
the current  dr ive to seek out  
the forces  beh i nd some aspects 
of the UFO phenomenon and 
why window area research ts 
so  i mportan t .  

I Calendar 

8th December 1 994 . 

C a r l o s  A I  v a r a d o o n  
spontaneous  phenomena.  

L e c t u re H a l l ,  K e n s i n g t o n  
Central Library , London . 

Lecture starts at 6 . 3 5  pm.  
Soc iety for Psych ical  Research 
( SP R ) . 

27 /30th Apri l 1 994 . 

San Fran s i sco ,  USA. 

Treat (Treatment and Research 
o f  Exper i e n c e d  An o m al o u s  
Trauma) - i e  abduct ions ,  e t  a l  -
s t ag e  t h e i r  s e v e n th a n n u a l  
c o n ference  w i th t h e  t h e m e  
'Consciousness  at the edge ' .  

T h e  m a i n  speaker w i l l  b e  Dr 
Karl Pribram w ith a c atalogue 
of PhD' s backing him up. Th i s  
i s  a d e e p l y  s c i e n t i f i c  
conference ; a l though papers 
are i n v i ted from an yone . All  
four  d ay s  plus four  n ights  bed 
& bre akfast  c omes to $69 1 . 
C o n t ac t  T RE AT W o r l d  
Headquarters, 6 1 5  B roadway , 
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H a s t i n g s  on H u d s o n ,  N Y  
1 0706 . USA . 

( continued from page 20 ) .  

weeke n d .  

O n  N e w Y e ar s  e v e  K i r s t i n  
d i scovered a long burn mark on 
t h e  j u m p e r  s h e  h a d  b e e n  
wearing that n igh t .  O n  the 3 1 s t 
Dec e m b e r  U F O SVER I GE 
co l lected the j u mper and found 
a 5cm long scorch mark on the 
r ight  s ide ,  the s t i tch ing  being 
burned together .  We also had 
the heal th authori ty test  for 
rad i oac t i v i t y  b u t  n o n e  w a s  
found . 

We then l eft the jumper to a 
l aboratory to  test  the scorch 
mark and Mr Arne Groth said 
that after being en larged 40 
t i me s  that it was not a burn 
mark at all but it was fibres 
from another material  that h ad 
mel ted onto the j u mper .  

Kirs t in  had a headache for four 
day s after the event  and the 
t i n g l i n g  t i n g l i n g  t i n g l i n g  
sensat ion cont inued the whole  
summer, but  has now become 
am aggravati ng i tc h .  

E v e n t u a l l y  a w i t n e s s  w a s  
t rac e d ,  t h i s  m an h ad b e e n  
dri v ing  fro m  t h e  t o w n  of Falun 
to Sater on the even i ng of the 
3 1 st December and ac tual l y  
not iced a b lue spherical  shape 
over B i spberg . He stopped h i s  
c ar and observed t h e  sphere 
for about 1 0  minutes  he thought 
at first that i t  was an aeroplane 
but soon rea l i sed that i t  was  
someth ing  unusual . When he 
arri ved at Satar at 0 1 . 30am 
the blue l ight  was s t i l l  apparent 
over B i spberg . 

Kirs t in  and Rolfs house s tands 

(continued on p age 1 2) .  
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UFO 

Cover 

Up 

by Neil Nixon 
Neil Nixon has been 

interested in UFOs for as long 

as he can remember. He has 

been a freelance writer and 

journalist since 1 9 8 1  
producing a wide range of 

material from scripts for BBC 

Radio to stand up comedy. 

He also works full-time as a 

manager/lecturer in Media 

Studies in an FE college. 

A common be l ief in  thi s  c ountry 
states that our own government 
i s  i n v o l ved in a cover  up of 
UFO information and the media 
is gagged on the whole i s sue . I 
would l ike to say immediate ly  
that  I don' t know whether  or 
not  there is  any fi n al truth in 
th i s .  However, I do know that 
there are other exp lanat ions  for 
much of the ev idence of media 
gagging .  One argument that has 
not  been advanced to e xpla in  
the media  gagg ing  i s  that of 
market forces . 

In the eyes  of the medi a  UFOs 
are a theme or i s su e .  They are 
there to be exp lo i ted .  There 
are c ontro l s ,  legal and i mpl ic i t ,  
on  t h i s  e x p l o i t a t i o n . U FO 
c overage i s  unusual  but the odd 
pattern th at we wi tne s s  does 
not  prove that there is covert 
man ipu lat ion of informat ion .  

The most  common argument 
amongs t  UFO proponents  is  
that extens ive  fac tual coverage 
b a s e d  on h ard e v i de n c e  i s  

l ack ing i n  the mass media .  If 
the 'Qual i ty' end of  the medi a  
were prepared t o  deal serious ly  
with the  subject  then i t  i s  certain 
that many of the general publ ic  
would have their  minds  opened 
to one of  the greatest  my steries 
of  the present  day . Thi s much 
is true . 

There are reasons  for the l ack  
of  coverage i n  the broadsheet 
p a p e r s  a n d  m aj o r TV 
documentarie s .  In  the case of  
the broadsheets i t  i s  dowri to 
a d v e r t i s i n g .  T h e s e  p a p e r s  
depend for their  e x i stence o n  a 
steady income from advert s .  
The i r  j ob i n  return i s  to del i ver 
a loyal and wel l-paid readership  
who are reasonably  l ike ly  to 
spend money on products  or  
app ly  for adverti sed jobs .  In  
the  c a s e  o f  m aj o r TV 
documentaries both  terrestr ia l  
c h a n n e l s  are  l e g a l l y  
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  t h e  v ag u e  
boundar ie s  o f  the  ' Qu al i t y '  
ob l i g at ions  p l aced o n  them by 
g o vernment .  The broadsheet  
papers and maj or TV channel s 
both g i ve low priori ty to UFOs 
because the subject  is seen as 
low in  credibi l i ty . 

Whi l st th i s  s i tu at i on cont inues  
the gre atest  press  and TV UFO 
coverage comes in areas not  
so con strained . The  tab lo ids  
lead on UFO and paranormal 
s tori e s  .occas iona l ly  and the 
subject  crops u p  on the k ind  of  
TV programmes that requ i re a 
steady through put of people 
and ideas . Local  news, short 
run magazine prog-rammes i n  
t h e  early hours of  the morn ing  
e tc . Th ere i s  a ' C at c h  2 2' 
s i tu at i on that deve lops  as a 
resul t  i n  which  the subj ect  i s  
seen a s  hav ing  l i t l e  cred ib i l i ty  
becau se i t  i s  cons igned to these 
m a rg i n s  an d t h e re fo re t h e  
' Ser i o u s '  i n v e s t i g at i on t h at 
would put the resources  of a 
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maj or news gathering team onto 
the subj ect  h ardly  ever come s .  
1 994 h a s  seen some movement 
in  th i s  area, mentioned l ater,  
but t h i s  has been a l ong tome 
commg . 

B Sky b has  made three news 
fe a t u re s  p r o g r a m m e s .  T h e  
s a t e l l i t e  c h a n n e l  i s  n o t  
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  
l e g i s l at i o n  as  t h e  terre s tr ia l  
network s .  However, i t  i s  short 
of cash and desperate to h i t  
h ard core minority aud iences 
i n  the hope of persuad ing  them 
to buy sate l l i te rece i vers . 

T h e  c red i b i l i ty p ro b l e m  i s  
c e n t r a l  t o  a l l fac t u a l  UFO 
coverage . The  general ru le  of  
thumb i s  that where a c ompany 
or editor has  the respon s ib i l i ty  
for a UFO re l ated prod u c t  
punches are pu l led .  Where the 
c o n ten t  of  the UFO re l ated 
product  i s  seen as the work of 
an indiv idual this i s  not the case.  
The resu l t  of thi s  i s  that general 
features tend to foc u s  on an 
i n d i vidual account  and leave it 
u n re s o l v e d . I s s u e s  a n d  
arguments d o  not get  a i red i n  
th i s  context  and th i s  s i tuat ion 
again feeds i nto  the Catch 22 
assoc i ated wi th credibi l i ty .  

Market forces  are an i s sue i n  
al l the examples quoted s o  far 
b e c a u s e  T V  c o m p an i e s ,  
magazine publ i shers etc . rel y  
on t h e i r  profi l e  a n d  i mage i n  
t h e  e y e s  of their  aud ience for 
c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  
marke t .  

W h e n  w e  g e t  b e y o n d  t h i s  
p r o b l e m  w e  fi n d  t h e  l e a s t  
r e s t r a i n e d  U F O  c o v e r a g e . 
B ook publ i sh ing  has  probably  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  g re a t e s t  
adv ancement i n  understanding  
o f  t h e  U F O  p h e n o m e n a 
among st the general publ ic  i n  
recent  years . The UK market 
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P a r a p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  a 
theory that stone can record 
sounds  and i mpress ions  from 
the past  i f  i t  contai n s  certain 
c ry sta l l i ne  s tructure s .  These 
are thought to  be respons ib le  
for some " t imes l ip" c ases on 
fi l e .  I d i scuss  such work i n  my 
book "Time Travel"  (publ i shed 
by Cassel l ,July 1994) Of course, 
if  that theory is correc t  then 
there is n o  reason why t i me 
should  be a one-way stree t .  
After al l ,  premoni t ions  are an 
accepted part of psychic  l ore . If 
v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  fu t u re are  
poss ib le ,  eg i n  d reams ,  and if  
rep l ay s  of  pas t  events  may 
occur i n  the sen se of  t imes l ips  
w h e n  c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  
cry stal structures  i n  local  stone, 
then perhaps prev iew v i s ions  
o f  the  fu t u re m a y  a l s o  be 
c re ated i n  the same way . Are 
s o m e  o f  t h e  l o c a l U F O 
enc ounters  v i s i on s  of aer ial 
veh ic les  from our own future? 

A shot  i n  the dark, or w i ld 
theory ,  n o  doub t .  I present i t  
m e re l y  a s  a n  s p e c u l a t i o n . 
W h at I do th ink i s  c lear fro m  a 
case such as th i s  i s  that  we are 
d e a l i n g  w i t h a s p e c i a l 
combin at ion  of c ircu mstances 
- the right person ,  in the r ight  
p l ac e  at  the  r ight  t i me . The 
resu l t  of  that equat i on i s  a c lose 
encounter - or t i me s l ip  - or 
psych ic  e xperience . 

To understand  what i s  going on 
here requ i res  us to un l ock  a 
nu mber of th ings - what makes 
a w i t n e s s  spec i a l  ( probab l y  
con nected wi th t h e i r  abi l i ty  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  c o r re c t  s t a t e  o f  
consc iousness) ,  what produces 
a w i n d o w  a r e a  ( fr o m  
geoph y s i c al and other data) , 
t h e  s p ec i fi c  n at u r e  o f  t h e  
energy o r  energ i e s  t h a t  are 
i n v o l ved at th i s  l ocat ion and 
what features of the w indow 
channel  these force s  i nto sharp 

focus at prec i se posit ions within 
the window . Here ,  I suggest ,  
the house i tse lf  may provide 
the key . 
I do not th ink  we w i l l  fin d  any 
a l i e n s  beh i n d  El s i e ' s  c l o se 
encounters, but we may unravel 
something u l t i mate ly  far more 
s ign ificant  and u sefu l .  That , for 
me,  i s  the exc i tement behind 
the current  dr ive to seek out  
the forces  beh i nd some aspects 
of the UFO phenomenon and 
why window area research ts 
so  i mportan t .  

I Calendar 

8th December 1 994 . 

C a r l o s  A I  v a r a d o o n  
spontaneous  phenomena.  

L e c t u re H a l l ,  K e n s i n g t o n  
Central Library , London . 

Lecture starts at 6 . 3 5  pm.  
Soc iety for Psych ical  Research 
( SP R ) . 

27 /30th Apri l 1 994 . 

San Fran s i sco ,  USA. 

Treat (Treatment and Research 
o f  Exper i e n c e d  An o m al o u s  
Trauma) - i e  abduct ions ,  e t  a l  -
s t ag e  t h e i r  s e v e n th a n n u a l  
c o n ference  w i th t h e  t h e m e  
'Consciousness  at the edge ' .  

T h e  m a i n  speaker w i l l  b e  Dr 
Karl Pribram w ith a c atalogue 
of PhD' s backing him up. Th i s  
i s  a d e e p l y  s c i e n t i f i c  
conference ; a l though papers 
are i n v i ted from an yone . All  
four  d ay s  plus four  n ights  bed 
& bre akfast  c omes to $69 1 . 
C o n t ac t  T RE AT W o r l d  
Headquarters, 6 1 5  B roadway , 
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H a s t i n g s  on H u d s o n ,  N Y  
1 0706 . USA . 

( continued from page 20 ) .  

weeke n d .  

O n  N e w Y e ar s  e v e  K i r s t i n  
d i scovered a long burn mark on 
t h e  j u m p e r  s h e  h a d  b e e n  
wearing that n igh t .  O n  the 3 1 s t 
Dec e m b e r  U F O SVER I GE 
co l lected the j u mper and found 
a 5cm long scorch mark on the 
r ight  s ide ,  the s t i tch ing  being 
burned together .  We also had 
the heal th authori ty test  for 
rad i oac t i v i t y  b u t  n o n e  w a s  
found . 

We then l eft the jumper to a 
l aboratory to  test  the scorch 
mark and Mr Arne Groth said 
that after being en larged 40 
t i me s  that it was not a burn 
mark at all but it was fibres 
from another material  that h ad 
mel ted onto the j u mper .  

Kirs t in  had a headache for four 
day s after the event  and the 
t i n g l i n g  t i n g l i n g  t i n g l i n g  
sensat ion cont inued the whole  
summer, but  has now become 
am aggravati ng i tc h .  

E v e n t u a l l y  a w i t n e s s  w a s  
t rac e d ,  t h i s  m an h ad b e e n  
dri v ing  fro m  t h e  t o w n  of Falun 
to Sater on the even i ng of the 
3 1 st December and ac tual l y  
not iced a b lue spherical  shape 
over B i spberg . He stopped h i s  
c ar and observed t h e  sphere 
for about 1 0  minutes  he thought 
at first that i t  was an aeroplane 
but soon rea l i sed that i t  was  
someth ing  unusual . When he 
arri ved at Satar at 0 1 . 30am 
the blue l ight  was s t i l l  apparent 
over B i spberg . 

Kirs t in  and Rolfs house s tands 

(continued on p age 1 2) .  
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UFO 

Cover 

Up 

by Neil Nixon 
Neil Nixon has been 

interested in UFOs for as long 

as he can remember. He has 

been a freelance writer and 

journalist since 1 9 8 1  
producing a wide range of 

material from scripts for BBC 

Radio to stand up comedy. 

He also works full-time as a 

manager/lecturer in Media 

Studies in an FE college. 

A common be l ief in  thi s  c ountry 
states that our own government 
i s  i n v o l ved in a cover  up of 
UFO information and the media 
is gagged on the whole i s sue . I 
would l ike to say immediate ly  
that  I don' t know whether  or 
not  there is  any fi n al truth in 
th i s .  However, I do know that 
there are other exp lanat ions  for 
much of the ev idence of media 
gagging .  One argument that has 
not  been advanced to e xpla in  
the media  gagg ing  i s  that of 
market forces . 

In the eyes  of the medi a  UFOs 
are a theme or i s su e .  They are 
there to be exp lo i ted .  There 
are c ontro l s ,  legal and i mpl ic i t ,  
on  t h i s  e x p l o i t a t i o n . U FO 
c overage i s  unusual  but the odd 
pattern th at we wi tne s s  does 
not  prove that there is covert 
man ipu lat ion of informat ion .  

The most  common argument 
amongs t  UFO proponents  is  
that extens ive  fac tual coverage 
b a s e d  on h ard e v i de n c e  i s  

l ack ing i n  the mass media .  If 
the 'Qual i ty' end of  the medi a  
were prepared t o  deal serious ly  
with the  subject  then i t  i s  certain 
that many of the general publ ic  
would have their  minds  opened 
to one of  the greatest  my steries 
of  the present  day . Thi s much 
is true . 

There are reasons  for the l ack  
of  coverage i n  the broadsheet 
p a p e r s  a n d  m aj o r TV 
documentarie s .  In  the case of  
the broadsheets i t  i s  dowri to 
a d v e r t i s i n g .  T h e s e  p a p e r s  
depend for their  e x i stence o n  a 
steady income from advert s .  
The i r  j ob i n  return i s  to del i ver 
a loyal and wel l-paid readership  
who are reasonably  l ike ly  to 
spend money on products  or  
app ly  for adverti sed jobs .  In  
the  c a s e  o f  m aj o r TV 
documentaries both  terrestr ia l  
c h a n n e l s  are  l e g a l l y  
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  t h e  v ag u e  
boundar ie s  o f  the  ' Qu al i t y '  
ob l i g at ions  p l aced o n  them by 
g o vernment .  The broadsheet  
papers and maj or TV channel s 
both g i ve low priori ty to UFOs 
because the subject  is seen as 
low in  credibi l i ty . 

Whi l st th i s  s i tu at i on cont inues  
the gre atest  press  and TV UFO 
coverage comes in areas not  
so con strained . The  tab lo ids  
lead on UFO and paranormal 
s tori e s  .occas iona l ly  and the 
subject  crops u p  on the k ind  of  
TV programmes that requ i re a 
steady through put of people 
and ideas . Local  news, short 
run magazine prog-rammes i n  
t h e  early hours of  the morn ing  
e tc . Th ere i s  a ' C at c h  2 2' 
s i tu at i on that deve lops  as a 
resul t  i n  which  the subj ect  i s  
seen a s  hav ing  l i t l e  cred ib i l i ty  
becau se i t  i s  cons igned to these 
m a rg i n s  an d t h e re fo re t h e  
' Ser i o u s '  i n v e s t i g at i on t h at 
would put the resources  of a 
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maj or news gathering team onto 
the subj ect  h ardly  ever come s .  
1 994 h a s  seen some movement 
in  th i s  area, mentioned l ater,  
but t h i s  has been a l ong tome 
commg . 

B Sky b has  made three news 
fe a t u re s  p r o g r a m m e s .  T h e  
s a t e l l i t e  c h a n n e l  i s  n o t  
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  
l e g i s l at i o n  as  t h e  terre s tr ia l  
network s .  However, i t  i s  short 
of cash and desperate to h i t  
h ard core minority aud iences 
i n  the hope of persuad ing  them 
to buy sate l l i te rece i vers . 

T h e  c red i b i l i ty p ro b l e m  i s  
c e n t r a l  t o  a l l fac t u a l  UFO 
coverage . The  general ru le  of  
thumb i s  that where a c ompany 
or editor has  the respon s ib i l i ty  
for a UFO re l ated prod u c t  
punches are pu l led .  Where the 
c o n ten t  of  the UFO re l ated 
product  i s  seen as the work of 
an indiv idual this i s  not the case.  
The resu l t  of thi s  i s  that general 
features tend to foc u s  on an 
i n d i vidual account  and leave it 
u n re s o l v e d . I s s u e s  a n d  
arguments d o  not get  a i red i n  
th i s  context  and th i s  s i tuat ion 
again feeds i nto  the Catch 22 
assoc i ated wi th credibi l i ty .  

Market forces  are an i s sue i n  
al l the examples quoted s o  far 
b e c a u s e  T V  c o m p an i e s ,  
magazine publ i shers etc . rel y  
on t h e i r  profi l e  a n d  i mage i n  
t h e  e y e s  of their  aud ience for 
c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  
marke t .  

W h e n  w e  g e t  b e y o n d  t h i s  
p r o b l e m  w e  fi n d  t h e  l e a s t  
r e s t r a i n e d  U F O  c o v e r a g e . 
B ook publ i sh ing  has  probably  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  g re a t e s t  
adv ancement i n  understanding  
o f  t h e  U F O  p h e n o m e n a 
among st the general publ ic  i n  
recent  years . The UK market 
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supports two regu lar au thors ,  
( T i m o t h y  Good a n d  J e n n y  
Randle s ) ,  o n  t h i s  subjec t  and 
pro v i de s  a han dfu l  of others 
with an i nc ome . The freedom 
o f  e x p re s s i o n  in t h e  b o o k  
m a r k e t  g o e s  a l o n g  w a y  
t o w a r d s  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  
arguments  of  the consp irac y 
t h e o r i s t s  w h o  s e e  c o v e r t  
control be ing e xerc i sed over 
all UFO i n format ion . Recent  
UFO books in  the U K  have 
openly  d i scussed government  
i n v o l v e m e n t  in  t h e  U F O 
s i tua t ion  and put  forward a 
range of other ideas . 

A s  books are u sual ly  the legal  
respons ib i l i ty  of the author the 
maj or control exerc i sed on the 
p u b l i sher  is  that  o f  market 
fo rc e s .  The B ri t i s h  m arke t 
cannot  be seen in  i so lat ion  i n  
t h i s  respec t .  A l m o s t  h al f  of  the 
U FO t i t les  l aunc hed on the UK 
market o ver the l ast two years 
were originally US publ icat ions .  
T h e re are  g o o d  e c o n o m i c  
reasons  for th i s  a s  publ i shers 
ai m to  make maximum sales  
out  of an i n i t ia l  i nvestment  in  
an author an t i t le .  Like al l areas 
of t h e  m a s s  m e d i a  b o o k  
pub l i sh ing  i s  a n  in ternat iona l  
conc ern . 

There i s  a real  i rony  i n  th i s  l as t  
p o i n t .  W i t h  m ar k e t  fo rc e s  
contro l l i ng  the t i t les  that se l l  i n  
the UFO book market i t  i s  not  
s u rpr i s i ng tha t  t h e  greate s t  
sales  are ach i eved by t h e  books 
that make c l ai m s  about nuts  
and bolts  spacecraft , c aptured 
aliens and govern ment control s  
o n  i n fo r m a t i o n . T h e s e  
argument s  are s imple ,  exc i t ing  
a n d  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  s o m e 
m o n u m e n t a l  t ru t h  t h at may 
u n fo l d  a t  a n y  m o m e n t . 
However  the sheer amou n t  of 
' Leaked' informat ion  and the  
contradic tory n ature of  some 
of t h e  leaks  l e n d s  a c o m i c  

aspect t o  c l aims of  secret cover 
ups and death threats to  th ose 
di vulging anyth ing sens i t i ve .  

T h e r e are  o t h e r  b o o k s  of  
course . Researc hers l ike Paul 
D e v e r e u x h a v e  m a d e  
d i sc o veries that  are pu s h i ng 
b a c k  t h e  b a r r i e r s o f  o u r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  U F O 
phenomena.  But ,  books about 
earth l ights or the psychological  
aspec ts  of the UFO debate are 
less  access ible and less  popular 
than the d irect ' Nuts and Bolt s '  
tomme s .  

S o  far,  we have seen t h at there 
are two  main  reason s for a 
bel ief  i n  th i s  country i n  an out  
and o u t  c o v e r  up o f  U F O  
informat ion .  T h e  o d d  statu s o f  
UFOs as a subjec t  g i v e s  them 
a cred i b i l i ty prob lem that has 
proven to be i n surmountab le .  
The h e a v y  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  
B r i t i s h  U F O  m a r k e t o f  a 
n u m b e r  o f  U . S .  i te m s  h a s 
fu rther fuel led the c over up  
bel ief. The  notion of conspiracy 
and cover up i s  much further 
advanced in the U S A .  

M ar t i n  K o t t m e y e r  h a s  
documented the role o f  paranoia 
i n  the devel opment of  UFO 
bel ief  sy stems . I t  must be sa id 
that h is  work i s  i nconc lus ive  at 
present but he has managed to 
show that a s ign i fi cant  number 
of those who have reported and 
i n terpreted UFO events a l so  
d i s p l ay e d  c l a s s i c  s i g n s  of  
parano ia .  

The  real casual ty in  the present  
s i tu at ion i s  the truth . The bel ief 
amongs t  some members of  the 
UFO community in  covert cover 
ups of al l i n format i on w i th  
t h re a t s  d i re c t e d  a t  m e d i a  
p e r s o n s  w h o  b r e a k  t h e  
unwritten code i s  a self- serv ing 
m y t h . The m y t h  p e r s i s t s  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s i m p l e  t o  
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understand and i t  g i ve s  status 
t o  U F O be l i e v ers  w h o  see 
themse l ves in  batt le w i th the 
maj or powers of  government  
and med ia  to  unearth the tru th .  
I t  a l so  prov ides a con venient  
exp lanat ion for why decades 
of UFO rese arc h h as n ' t  yet  
de l i vered a so l  id craft that the 
B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  c a n see  on 
di splay . 

Th i s  s i t u a t i o n  b o t h e r s  me 
because changing i t  could gain  
us  s o  m u c h .  The m a s s i v e  
success  o f  en tertai nment  i tems 
based on UFOs shows that the 
general  pub l i c  are aware of the 
phe nomenon and i n teres ted . 
' E .T '  i s  fi nal ly  under threat as 
the most  successful movie of 
al l t ime .  Th i s  fi lm ,  several TV 
series and a handful  of other 
p r o d u c t s  h a v e  d o n e  h u g e 
bus iness  in t h i s  country . 

The rea l ly  1 udicrous s ide of the 
' C over  up' myth is e v i den t  
when we look at the nu mber of  
fic t ional or en tertain ing  outlets 
there are for the UFO theme. 
Rock mus i c ,  fi l m ,  te lev i s ion ,  
sc ience fic t ion  . . .  do I need  to  
go o n . I ' v e  h e a r d  p e o p l e  
discussing cover ups and talking 
i n  reverent ia l  tones about the 
bravery of those w i l l ing  to take 
the UFO message to people i n  
t h e  face of such gaggi n g .  The 
bel ief sy stem goes on to suggest 
that these people are r i sk ing 
l i fe ,  l imb and c areers in  do ing  
so . 

I d o  rea l i s e  t h at t h e re are 
re s e arc h e r s  o u t  t h e re w h o  
make genu ine  sacr ifices and 
do  face prob lems as a d i rec t 
resu l t  of the ir  work . B ut I don ' t  
see th i s  as a un i versal pattern . 
The s in i ster author i t ies  are not  
out to gag everyone who th inks  
'UFO' and by the same token 
many of  the people who take 
the mes sage to the masses  do 
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so  w ithout  i n terference . Many 
of t h e s e  p e o p l e  are a s  
i n terested i n  mak i n g  money as 
spread ing  the UFO word and 
I' m strugg l ing  to  see them al l 
as a brave underground army 
i nvolved in desperate c ampaign 
t o  force out  the tru t h .  

Let ' s s t o p  a n d  t h i n k  for a 
m i n u te .  W h at i s  t h e  m o s t  
succes sfu l  B ri t i s h  made non­
fic t i on UFO product?  Do I hear 
a n y  v o t e s  for T i m Go o d' s 
' Above Top Secret' ? Nice  try 
Tim,  st i l l  avai lable  seven years 
on  - good for a UFO tome but  
i n  terms of  u n i ts so ld  a l l  the 
books have  been trashed by 
one i tem .  'No Doubt About I t' , 
by Hot  Chocolate . Number 2 i n  
1 980 a n d  on ly  h e l d  off the  top 
b y  the c o m b i n e d  m i g h t  o f  
J o h n n y  L o g a n ' s ' W h a t' s 
Another Y ear' and The Theme 
From M * A* S * H * ,  th irt ieth best 
se l l i ng s ing le  of  the year i nto 
the bargain .  A song based on  a 
real encounter .  Hot  Chocolate ,  
u sefu l pop band but  c an we 
h onest ly  see them as fearless  
w arri ors i n  the  bat t le  for UFO 
truth ?  

M ay b e  I' v e  b e e n  t o o  l i g h t  
h e arted here b u t  t h e re i s  a 
seri ous point  and I th i n k  I' ve 
m a d e  it n o w . U F O s  are a 
m arketable  property and there 
is ample ev idence to  suggest  
the ir  marketab i l i ty  is  the  main 
i s sue behi nd the ir  current media  
profi le .  

Th i s  art ic le  i s  t imely  because  
i n  l ate 1 994 the s i tu at ion  i s  
fi na l ly  chang i n g .  B y  the  t i me 
y ou read t h i s  there should  have 
b e e n  an u p s u r g e  of U FO 
tele v i s i on coverag e .  ' Network 
F i rst' , 'Equ in ox' , ' Hor izon' , 
' W e i rd T e l e v i s i o n '  a n d  
' S trange B u t  True' should  al l  
h ave touched on  UFOs . .  My 
only i nvolvement has been w ith 

' Weird Tele v i s ion' so I c an' t 
real l y  speak for the others but  
the po in t  i s  that after years of  
very l i t t le  coverage we h ave a 
UFO ' Wave' on our screen s .  

I '  m sure that t h i s  w i l l  lead t o  
another bel ief  sy stem amongst  
consp i racy theor i s t s .  Let me 
be the fi rst  to predic t  that we 
w i l l  s o o n  h a v e  a s t o ry 
c ircu l at ing  that i n v o l ves  John 
M aj o r  and M i c h a e l  G ra d e  
s it t ing in  on a priv ate screening 
of some documentary . Maj or 
w i l l  turn to Grade and say ,  ' You 
know,  we' re the only two i n  
t h e  room who k n o w  h o w  much 
o f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ' . I h e ar d  
v ariat ions  on  that story often 
enough about S teven Spielberg 
and Ronal d  Reagan so i t' s a 
good bet that something s imi lar 
might  surface i n  the  U . K  soon 
assuming  UFO coverage s tay s  
a t  a h igher l e v e l  than i n  the 
p as t .  

I f  t h e  publ i c  w i l l  b u y  hundreds 
of thousands  of  Hot  Chocolate 
s ing les  and m i l l ions  of  t i ckets 
to  'E. T' then they have already 
bought  i nto the general idea 
that UFOs e x i st ,  th is  shows a 
leve l  of awareness  t h at c an 
al so be e x p l o i ted for l e s ser  
gains by non-fic t ional  materia l . 
It i s  poss ib le  o turn such an 
i nterest  in ideas i nto a hunger 
for fac tua l  i n format i o n  t h at 
brings  about  real c hanges  i n  
m e d i a  c o v e ra g e  a n d  
i n format i o n  a v ai l ab l e .  T h e  
env ironmental  l obby prov ides  
the best  e x ample of t h i s .  In  the  
s i xt ies  they h ad he same soc i al 
profi l e  as UFO bel ievers . Much 
of the pos i t ive  env ironmental  
c overage c ame i n  a roundabout 
w ay via fic t ional  materi a l ,  I' d 
go  as far as to inc lude fi lms  l ike 
' B orn Free' h ere . Many people 
had a general i n terest in  the 
i ssues and i deas but i t  took those 
a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  1 n  

The New UFOlogist. Issue 2.  

e n v i ron mental  i s sues  to get  
organ i sed and prov i de a focu s  
for a movement that then grew 
in s t re n g t h . T h e i r  p re s e n t  
i mpact i n  al l areas o f  l ife i s  a 
tr ibute th i s  w ork . 

Th i s  whole  'Consp i racy' i s sue 
ac t u a l l y  i m p e d e s  U F O 
coverage because  i t  does make 
those i n  the  pos i t ion  to supply 
i n fo r m at i o n  to t h e  m e d i a  
susp ic ious  o f  the people asking 
for the i n format ion . Th i s  i s  a 
w a s t e  w h e n  t h e re i s  c l e a r  
evidence of some publ ic interest 
and a growing  w i l l i n gness  on 
the p art of the medi a  to deal  
w i t h  t h e  s u bj e c t .  I k n o w  
U F O l o g i s t s  h a v e  h a d b a d  
experiences wi th  programmes 
but  then so have e xpert s in  
a l m o s t  e very fie l d  an d t h e  
reason i s  n o t  a w i sh to do u s  
down, i t  i s  market forc e s .  The 
only w ay we' re going to c hange 
it is to get  in and m i x  it long 
e n o u g h  to  c o n v i n c e  t h o s e  
making  programmes t hat there 
are better ways of do ing  the 
j ob than making a few j okes 
about ' E .T .' 

Mos t  people w i th  an i nterest i n  
UFOs seem to share a common 
goal . A des i re for the  truth . If 
we  b reak the v i c ious  c i rc l e  
we' ve  c re ated for ourse l v e s  
w e '  1 1  i mprove o u r  c hances of  
gett ing  i t .  

D ispens ing  w i t h  t h e  parano id  
be l ief  that  sees  cover u p  and  
m a n i p u l at i on in  e v e ry t h i n g  
would  b e  a good p lace t o  start . 
T h i s  b e l i e f  i s  p art  o f  t h e  
prob lem.  I t  reduces t h e  subjec t  
i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  m e d i a  
control lers t o  a fringe  bel ief  
and i t  i s  treated accord i ng l y .  
T h e y  u s e d  t o  t r e a t  
e n v i ronmental  i s sues  i n  th i s  
w ay . B u t  i n  on ly  a few years 
' Steve Wright in  the Afternoon' 
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supports two regu lar au thors ,  
( T i m o t h y  Good a n d  J e n n y  
Randle s ) ,  o n  t h i s  subjec t  and 
pro v i de s  a han dfu l  of others 
with an i nc ome . The freedom 
o f  e x p re s s i o n  in t h e  b o o k  
m a r k e t  g o e s  a l o n g  w a y  
t o w a r d s  u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e  
arguments  of  the consp irac y 
t h e o r i s t s  w h o  s e e  c o v e r t  
control be ing e xerc i sed over 
all UFO i n format ion . Recent  
UFO books in  the U K  have 
openly  d i scussed government  
i n v o l v e m e n t  in  t h e  U F O 
s i tua t ion  and put  forward a 
range of other ideas . 

A s  books are u sual ly  the legal  
respons ib i l i ty  of the author the 
maj or control exerc i sed on the 
p u b l i sher  is  that  o f  market 
fo rc e s .  The B ri t i s h  m arke t 
cannot  be seen in  i so lat ion  i n  
t h i s  respec t .  A l m o s t  h al f  of  the 
U FO t i t les  l aunc hed on the UK 
market o ver the l ast two years 
were originally US publ icat ions .  
T h e re are  g o o d  e c o n o m i c  
reasons  for th i s  a s  publ i shers 
ai m to  make maximum sales  
out  of an i n i t ia l  i nvestment  in  
an author an t i t le .  Like al l areas 
of t h e  m a s s  m e d i a  b o o k  
pub l i sh ing  i s  a n  in ternat iona l  
conc ern . 

There i s  a real  i rony  i n  th i s  l as t  
p o i n t .  W i t h  m ar k e t  fo rc e s  
contro l l i ng  the t i t les  that se l l  i n  
the UFO book market i t  i s  not  
s u rpr i s i ng tha t  t h e  greate s t  
sales  are ach i eved by t h e  books 
that make c l ai m s  about nuts  
and bolts  spacecraft , c aptured 
aliens and govern ment control s  
o n  i n fo r m a t i o n . T h e s e  
argument s  are s imple ,  exc i t ing  
a n d  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  s o m e 
m o n u m e n t a l  t ru t h  t h at may 
u n fo l d  a t  a n y  m o m e n t . 
However  the sheer amou n t  of 
' Leaked' informat ion  and the  
contradic tory n ature of  some 
of t h e  leaks  l e n d s  a c o m i c  

aspect t o  c l aims of  secret cover 
ups and death threats to  th ose 
di vulging anyth ing sens i t i ve .  

T h e r e are  o t h e r  b o o k s  of  
course . Researc hers l ike Paul 
D e v e r e u x h a v e  m a d e  
d i sc o veries that  are pu s h i ng 
b a c k  t h e  b a r r i e r s o f  o u r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  U F O 
phenomena.  But ,  books about 
earth l ights or the psychological  
aspec ts  of the UFO debate are 
less  access ible and less  popular 
than the d irect ' Nuts and Bolt s '  
tomme s .  

S o  far,  we have seen t h at there 
are two  main  reason s for a 
bel ief  i n  th i s  country i n  an out  
and o u t  c o v e r  up o f  U F O  
informat ion .  T h e  o d d  statu s o f  
UFOs as a subjec t  g i v e s  them 
a cred i b i l i ty prob lem that has 
proven to be i n surmountab le .  
The h e a v y  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  
B r i t i s h  U F O  m a r k e t o f  a 
n u m b e r  o f  U . S .  i te m s  h a s 
fu rther fuel led the c over up  
bel ief. The  notion of conspiracy 
and cover up i s  much further 
advanced in the U S A .  

M ar t i n  K o t t m e y e r  h a s  
documented the role o f  paranoia 
i n  the devel opment of  UFO 
bel ief  sy stems . I t  must be sa id 
that h is  work i s  i nconc lus ive  at 
present but he has managed to 
show that a s ign i fi cant  number 
of those who have reported and 
i n terpreted UFO events a l so  
d i s p l ay e d  c l a s s i c  s i g n s  of  
parano ia .  

The  real casual ty in  the present  
s i tu at ion i s  the truth . The bel ief 
amongs t  some members of  the 
UFO community in  covert cover 
ups of al l i n format i on w i th  
t h re a t s  d i re c t e d  a t  m e d i a  
p e r s o n s  w h o  b r e a k  t h e  
unwritten code i s  a self- serv ing 
m y t h . The m y t h  p e r s i s t s  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s i m p l e  t o  
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understand and i t  g i ve s  status 
t o  U F O be l i e v ers  w h o  see 
themse l ves in  batt le w i th the 
maj or powers of  government  
and med ia  to  unearth the tru th .  
I t  a l so  prov ides a con venient  
exp lanat ion for why decades 
of UFO rese arc h h as n ' t  yet  
de l i vered a so l  id craft that the 
B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  c a n see  on 
di splay . 

Th i s  s i t u a t i o n  b o t h e r s  me 
because changing i t  could gain  
us  s o  m u c h .  The m a s s i v e  
success  o f  en tertai nment  i tems 
based on UFOs shows that the 
general  pub l i c  are aware of the 
phe nomenon and i n teres ted . 
' E .T '  i s  fi nal ly  under threat as 
the most  successful movie of 
al l t ime .  Th i s  fi lm ,  several TV 
series and a handful  of other 
p r o d u c t s  h a v e  d o n e  h u g e 
bus iness  in t h i s  country . 

The rea l ly  1 udicrous s ide of the 
' C over  up' myth is e v i den t  
when we look at the nu mber of  
fic t ional or en tertain ing  outlets 
there are for the UFO theme. 
Rock mus i c ,  fi l m ,  te lev i s ion ,  
sc ience fic t ion  . . .  do I need  to  
go o n . I ' v e  h e a r d  p e o p l e  
discussing cover ups and talking 
i n  reverent ia l  tones about the 
bravery of those w i l l ing  to take 
the UFO message to people i n  
t h e  face of such gaggi n g .  The 
bel ief sy stem goes on to suggest 
that these people are r i sk ing 
l i fe ,  l imb and c areers in  do ing  
so . 

I d o  rea l i s e  t h at t h e re are 
re s e arc h e r s  o u t  t h e re w h o  
make genu ine  sacr ifices and 
do  face prob lems as a d i rec t 
resu l t  of the ir  work . B ut I don ' t  
see th i s  as a un i versal pattern . 
The s in i ster author i t ies  are not  
out to gag everyone who th inks  
'UFO' and by the same token 
many of  the people who take 
the mes sage to the masses  do 
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so  w ithout  i n terference . Many 
of t h e s e  p e o p l e  are a s  
i n terested i n  mak i n g  money as 
spread ing  the UFO word and 
I' m strugg l ing  to  see them al l 
as a brave underground army 
i nvolved in desperate c ampaign 
t o  force out  the tru t h .  

Let ' s s t o p  a n d  t h i n k  for a 
m i n u te .  W h at i s  t h e  m o s t  
succes sfu l  B ri t i s h  made non­
fic t i on UFO product?  Do I hear 
a n y  v o t e s  for T i m Go o d' s 
' Above Top Secret' ? Nice  try 
Tim,  st i l l  avai lable  seven years 
on  - good for a UFO tome but  
i n  terms of  u n i ts so ld  a l l  the 
books have  been trashed by 
one i tem .  'No Doubt About I t' , 
by Hot  Chocolate . Number 2 i n  
1 980 a n d  on ly  h e l d  off the  top 
b y  the c o m b i n e d  m i g h t  o f  
J o h n n y  L o g a n ' s ' W h a t' s 
Another Y ear' and The Theme 
From M * A* S * H * ,  th irt ieth best 
se l l i ng s ing le  of  the year i nto 
the bargain .  A song based on  a 
real encounter .  Hot  Chocolate ,  
u sefu l pop band but  c an we 
h onest ly  see them as fearless  
w arri ors i n  the  bat t le  for UFO 
truth ?  

M ay b e  I' v e  b e e n  t o o  l i g h t  
h e arted here b u t  t h e re i s  a 
seri ous point  and I th i n k  I' ve 
m a d e  it n o w . U F O s  are a 
m arketable  property and there 
is ample ev idence to  suggest  
the ir  marketab i l i ty  is  the  main 
i s sue behi nd the ir  current media  
profi le .  

Th i s  art ic le  i s  t imely  because  
i n  l ate 1 994 the s i tu at ion  i s  
fi na l ly  chang i n g .  B y  the  t i me 
y ou read t h i s  there should  have 
b e e n  an u p s u r g e  of U FO 
tele v i s i on coverag e .  ' Network 
F i rst' , 'Equ in ox' , ' Hor izon' , 
' W e i rd T e l e v i s i o n '  a n d  
' S trange B u t  True' should  al l  
h ave touched on  UFOs . .  My 
only i nvolvement has been w ith 

' Weird Tele v i s ion' so I c an' t 
real l y  speak for the others but  
the po in t  i s  that after years of  
very l i t t le  coverage we h ave a 
UFO ' Wave' on our screen s .  

I '  m sure that t h i s  w i l l  lead t o  
another bel ief  sy stem amongst  
consp i racy theor i s t s .  Let me 
be the fi rst  to predic t  that we 
w i l l  s o o n  h a v e  a s t o ry 
c ircu l at ing  that i n v o l ves  John 
M aj o r  and M i c h a e l  G ra d e  
s it t ing in  on a priv ate screening 
of some documentary . Maj or 
w i l l  turn to Grade and say ,  ' You 
know,  we' re the only two i n  
t h e  room who k n o w  h o w  much 
o f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ' . I h e ar d  
v ariat ions  on  that story often 
enough about S teven Spielberg 
and Ronal d  Reagan so i t' s a 
good bet that something s imi lar 
might  surface i n  the  U . K  soon 
assuming  UFO coverage s tay s  
a t  a h igher l e v e l  than i n  the 
p as t .  

I f  t h e  publ i c  w i l l  b u y  hundreds 
of thousands  of  Hot  Chocolate 
s ing les  and m i l l ions  of  t i ckets 
to  'E. T' then they have already 
bought  i nto the general idea 
that UFOs e x i st ,  th is  shows a 
leve l  of awareness  t h at c an 
al so be e x p l o i ted for l e s ser  
gains by non-fic t ional  materia l . 
It i s  poss ib le  o turn such an 
i nterest  in ideas i nto a hunger 
for fac tua l  i n format i o n  t h at 
brings  about  real c hanges  i n  
m e d i a  c o v e ra g e  a n d  
i n format i o n  a v ai l ab l e .  T h e  
env ironmental  l obby prov ides  
the best  e x ample of t h i s .  In  the  
s i xt ies  they h ad he same soc i al 
profi l e  as UFO bel ievers . Much 
of the pos i t ive  env ironmental  
c overage c ame i n  a roundabout 
w ay via fic t ional  materi a l ,  I' d 
go  as far as to inc lude fi lms  l ike 
' B orn Free' h ere . Many people 
had a general i n terest in  the 
i ssues and i deas but i t  took those 
a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  1 n  
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e n v i ron mental  i s sues  to get  
organ i sed and prov i de a focu s  
for a movement that then grew 
in s t re n g t h . T h e i r  p re s e n t  
i mpact i n  al l areas o f  l ife i s  a 
tr ibute th i s  w ork . 

Th i s  whole  'Consp i racy' i s sue 
ac t u a l l y  i m p e d e s  U F O 
coverage because  i t  does make 
those i n  the  pos i t ion  to supply 
i n fo r m at i o n  to t h e  m e d i a  
susp ic ious  o f  the people asking 
for the i n format ion . Th i s  i s  a 
w a s t e  w h e n  t h e re i s  c l e a r  
evidence of some publ ic interest 
and a growing  w i l l i n gness  on 
the p art of the medi a  to deal  
w i t h  t h e  s u bj e c t .  I k n o w  
U F O l o g i s t s  h a v e  h a d b a d  
experiences wi th  programmes 
but  then so have e xpert s in  
a l m o s t  e very fie l d  an d t h e  
reason i s  n o t  a w i sh to do u s  
down, i t  i s  market forc e s .  The 
only w ay we' re going to c hange 
it is to get  in and m i x  it long 
e n o u g h  to  c o n v i n c e  t h o s e  
making  programmes t hat there 
are better ways of do ing  the 
j ob than making a few j okes 
about ' E .T .' 

Mos t  people w i th  an i nterest i n  
UFOs seem to share a common 
goal . A des i re for the  truth . If 
we  b reak the v i c ious  c i rc l e  
we' ve  c re ated for ourse l v e s  
w e '  1 1  i mprove o u r  c hances of  
gett ing  i t .  

D ispens ing  w i t h  t h e  parano id  
be l ief  that  sees  cover u p  and  
m a n i p u l at i on in  e v e ry t h i n g  
would  b e  a good p lace t o  start . 
T h i s  b e l i e f  i s  p art  o f  t h e  
prob lem.  I t  reduces t h e  subjec t  
i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  m e d i a  
control lers t o  a fringe  bel ief  
and i t  i s  treated accord i ng l y .  
T h e y  u s e d  t o  t r e a t  
e n v i ronmental  i s sues  i n  th i s  
w ay . B u t  i n  on ly  a few years 
' Steve Wright in  the Afternoon' 
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c arried regu lar e n v i ronmental  
new s .  A defin ite v ictory for 
organ i se d  a n d  w e l l  argued 
pre s s u re . 

If UFO proponents  were better 
organ i sed  and ,  dare I day i t  ? ,  
more med i a  fri endly  there is a 
g oo d  c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  
re s e arc h r e s o u rc e s  o f  t h e  
medi a  would  j o in  the l argel y  
amateur efforts of  UFO l og i st s  
to d i g  up the  an swers we a l l  
w an t .  

Oddly enough i f  th i s  si tuation 
ever does arrive  everyone,  up 
to and including the conspiracy 
theori s t s .  stands to gai n .  we 
m a y  h a v e  to s u rre n d e r 
s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  
control l ing investigations but i n  
r e t u r n  w e  m a y  f i n d  t h a t 
j ourna l i s t s  c an get  some of the 
an swers we have w an ted for 
years . We may even find  out  
j u st how much of a UFO cover­
u p  there i s  out  there .  

European 

Network 
I t  i s  wi th great p leasure that I 
speak to y ou from Stockhol m ,  
Sweden , through t h e  pages of 
the " New UFOlogist " . My name 
i s  T o n y  W a i t e r ,  I a m  a 
m u s i c i a n , e n t e r t a i n e r ,  
bus inessman and I have been 
i nv o l ved w i th UFOs for about 
3 5  years . I am also a member 
of  the Swedi sh UFO Soc iety 
" UFO SVERIGE" in Engl i sh 
" UFO SWEDEN" . The soc i ety 
p u b l i s h e s  an e x c e l l e n t  
magazine  four  t imes  a y e ar 
under the d i rect ion of Mr . C l  as 
S v a h n ,  a p r o fe s s i o n a l  
new spaper reporter and author.  
I t  is  w i th his kind permiss i on 
that I de lve  in to the arc h i ves  of 
" UFO SVERIGE" and bring 
you our first  case study. 

W OMEN STRUC K BY 

LIGHTNING BOLT FROM 

UFO 

The s ight ing took p l ace  in the 
town o f  B i spberg w h i c h  is  
south of Dal arna, on the n ight  
b e fo re New Y e a r s  E v e  
December 1 98 7 . The couple 
in  quest ion choose to remain 
anomalous so  we shal l  ca l l  
them Kirs t in  and  Rolf, K i rst in  
i s  59 years o l d  and i s  a ret i red 
Nurse . 

R o l f  a n d  K i r s t i n  w e re 
awakened by their  c at and dog 
who seemed to be in a very 
nervou s s tate . The t ime was 
0 1 00 am they let  the pet 's out 
but  they soon c ame back in 
again and the pets cont i nued 
to be unsett led and nervou s ,  so 
they le t  them out agai n .  This  
continued unti l  3am, so Kirstin 
and Rolf dec ided to get dressed 
and see what was go ing  o n .  
T h e y  l o o k e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  
bedroom w indow a n d  to their  
d i smay their  dog was standing  
perfe c t l y  s t i l l  w i t h i t s  ta i l 
between i t s  legs  and opening 
and c l os ing  i t s  mouth . Kirst in  
thought that i t  had c aught  s ight  
of a hare or some other  an imal 
so she w e n t  out  o n t o  t h e  
b a c k y ard s t e p s  w h i c h  fac e  
s o u t h . T h e  t i m e  w a s  t h e n  
3 . 3 0am,  a s  see opened the 
d o o r  s h e  s a w at o n c e  a 
spherical  shaped object  in  the 
sky . 

It was a metal l ic ice blue colour 
wi th an aure of grey and orange 
mist surrounding it .  Underneath 
the  o bj ec t  was  an ope n i n g  
where l ightn ing bo l t s  shot  out  
l ike long  arro w s .  The bo l t s  
appeared to shoot  out and  then 
return again into the sphere ,  
K i rs t in  guessed t h e  s i ze of the 
objec t  to be around 6 x 8 metres 
at a d i stance of 1 50 metres and 
approx i mate ly  1 0  - 1 5  metres 
above the groun d .  
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When s he s tepped out  onto the  
s tep s she  became p aral y sed 
and was u n ab l e  to c a l l  her  
h u s b a n d , h e r  j a w w a s  
c o mple te ly  l oc ked . She h ad 
g o o se p i m p l e s  a l l  o v e r  her  
body . Worst  of  al l she fel t  as  if  
someth ing h ad sucked onto her 
forehead over her left eye i t  
hurt her terrib ly ,  she thought 
that she was going to die .  After 
5 m i n u te s  or  s o  the  o bj ec t  
van i shed,  perhaps to  the s ide 
or down,  on ly  then was she 
able to move,  and turn around 
as she  done t h i s  she fe l t  a 
s t inging sen sation on her r ight  
shoulder blade . During th is  t ime 
Rolf, who had dressed h imself, 
once more l ay on the bed he 
heard a whir l ing  noi se l i ke a 
c ar t ick ing over and thought i t  
was the hou se heat ing  sy stem 
which  sometimes gave them 
prob lems .  so he did  not get up 
he did however feel a change 
i n  the air pre ssure . He  noticed 
l ater that h i s  watch had stopped 
i t  was 3 . 3 5 am .  When Kirs t in  
c ame i n  aga in ,  both her and 
the animals  smelted of sulphur .  
Rolf  l ooked at her back where 
i t  hurt but saw noth ing. Her 
sk in  was s t i l l  goose p imply  
and  her  j aw was s t iff for a l ong 
t ime afterwards .  

A t  04 .00am Rolf  went out for 
the cu stomari l y  walk with the 
dog and he not iced i t  sme l t  
strongly  of creosote . The dog 
nosed  st ran g e l y  around and 
seemed to  curl  up on i t s  se lf, 
none of he neighbours seemed 
to be awake . 

More Witnesses 

We k n o c k e d  on d o o r s  i n  
B i spberg but n o  one had seen 
anything out of the ord inary . 
Those  that were home were 
sleeping but many of the houses 
w e re e m p t y  bec au s e t h e  
neighbours were away for the 
(continued on Page 1 6 ) .  
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ALLERGIES AND ALIENS 

The V i s i tat i on Experience : An 
En vironmental  Health I s sue 
by Albert  B udden 

Its  not often that something new 
can be said about the h igh ly  
c ontroversial  topic  of a l leged 
e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h a l i e n s .  
However, th i s  book - which  
s e r v e s  a s  an a pp e t i s e r  fo r 
U F O s  - T H E  E L E C T R O ­
MAGNETIC I NDICTMENT 
( C as se l l\B l an d fo rd ,  1 995 ) -
b r e a k s  n e w  g r o u n d  b y  
d e v e l o p i n g  a r ad i c a l n e w  
perspec t ive o n  the subjec t .  I n  
h i s  in troduction Albert B udden 
bo ld ly  s tates that 

" . . .  the experiences of v is i tation 
by a variety of  other- worldly 
b e i n g s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
documented and re searched by 
so  many over the past decade s ,  
are the  mental and physiological 
p r o d u c t s  of a r a n g e  o f  
environmental i l lnesses ,  shared 
by and c oped w i th in the i r  
commonest  form, by about 20  
% of the popu l at ion" . 

B y  treat ing the a l ien  c ontact 
c l aim as mere ly  the symptom 
of an i l lness  Albert B udden is 
sure to quickly attrac t the u sual  
c o n t e m p t  re s e r v e d  fo r 
UFOl ogists  who fai l to promote 
the popu l ar mi sconcept ion of 
U F O l o g y . Y e t  h e re i s  a 
s e n s i b l e ,  fal s i fi ab l e  t h e ory  
w h i c h  s h o u l d  be e x am i n e d  
c lose ly  by UFOlogi sts  a l l  over 
the world ! 
Al lerg ies  and Al iens  makes 
what appears to  be a strong 
c a s e  for r e - i n t e rpre t i ng 

outrageous contact c laims wi th 
new eyes . In what c ou l d  be a 
ground break ing  piece of work 
B udden draw s heav i l y  on the 
d e v e l o p i n g  s c i e n c e  o f  
environmental health t o  propose 
t h at m a n y  c l o s e e n c o u n t e r  
w i t n e s s e s  a r e  e l e c t r i c a l l y  
hypersen s i t ive to the saturation 
of o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h 
e le c t ro n i c  p o l l u t i on . U s i n g  
numerous wel l - researched case 
studies Budden demon strates 
t h a t  m a n y  c l o s e e n c ou nter  
experiences appear to occu-r in  
the  p r o x i m i t y  o f  r ad i o  
t ran s m i t t i n g  ma s t s ,  p y l o n s ,  
underground cables and other 
s o u r c e s  of e l ec t romagn e t i c  
po l lu t ion ( e . g .  R F  "hot spots" ) .  

D r a w i n g  o n  r e c e n t  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  w o rk a t  
B r e a k s p e a r  H o s p i t a l  i n  
Hertfordshire .  B u dden c la ims 
that e lectrica l ly  hypersen s i t ive 
ind iv idual s develop a range of 
acu te al lerg ies  which  reduce 
the abi l i ty of  the body to cope 
with ord inary stresses . In  order 
to p r o t e c t  t h e  b o d y  t h e  
subconsc ious mind generate s a 
sui table  ha l luc i nation to warn 
the consc ious  mind of danger.  
Th i s  i s  s imi lar to the concept of 
the "producer" in Hi lary Evans '  
"V is ions ,  Apparit ions ,  Al ien 
V i s i t o r s "  ( Aq u ar i an Pre s s ,  
1 984) .  

I n  B udden ' s perspect i ve the 
r a p i d  i n c re a s e  i n  
e lectromagnetic rad i at ion over 
the past  few decades accounts  
for the r i se i n  reported c lose 
e n c o u n t e r  c a s e s :  B e c a u s e  
e lectronic  po l lu t ion  i s  a new 
form of pol lut ion i t  i s  perceived 
by the body to be a l ien  to i t s  
normal environment ,  thu s the  
body ' s response i s  to  generate 
a ha l luc inat ion with a l ien or 
other-worldly symbology .  What 
a super idea ! 

The New UFOlogist. Issue 2. 

Al lergies  and Aliens contains  a 
rich  v ariety of d i verse c ase 
work . There are a l l  k inds  of 
"paranormal" events,  including 
p o l t e rge i s t  c a s e s  and UFO 
abduct ions ,  bedroom v i s i tors ,  
even s ight ings of a d inosaur i n  
Reading ! B udden g o e s  on to  
examine a range of unusual  
med i c al c o n d i t i o n s  that  are 
k n o w n  to b e  t r i g g e re d  b y  
exposure to intense e lectrica l  
fi e l d s .  Throughout  Al l erg ies  
and A l i e n s  re a d e r s  are 
in t roduced to  a w h o l e  new 
l an g u ag e  - e x p l o d i n g  h e ad 
s y n d r o m e ,  b o d y  i m a g e , 
e l e c t r o s l e e p , k i n d l i n g 
phenomenon,and hyperaesthesia, 
to name but a few .  

T h e  tex t  w i l l  b e  of part icu lar 
i n tere st  to  those UFOlog i sts  
w h o  a c c e p t  t h a t c l o s e  
e n c o u n t e r  c a s e s  are p u re l y  
s u  bj e c t i  ve  a l t e red  s ta tes  o f  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i c h  are  
triggered by unusual  external 
s t i m u l i .  T h e r e  are b r i e f  
re fe r e n c e s  t o  P e r s i n g e r ' s  
temporal l obe experiments and 
Devereux '  s earth- l ights theory , 
a l o n g  w i th  l i n k s  to ser ious  
med ica l  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  as  
c ancer,  MS and ME . B udden ' s 
synpos is  i s  strengthened wi th 
n u m e r o u s r e fe re n c e s  t o  a 
r e c e n t  W o r l d  H e a l t h  
Organ i sat ion report in to  the 
reported h armfu l  effe c t s  o f  
electromagnetic pollution o n  the 
world ' s  urbanised popul at ions .  

By  venturing in to  a new area 
of research B udden c l aims that 
h i s  hypothesis  can even account 
for t h e  "m i s s i n g  t i m e "  
p h e n o m e n o n  s o  b e l o v e d  of  
abduct ion researchers . Th i s  i s  
where one beg ins  to wonder 
how far one c an take these  
concept s .  In  the Aveley case  
(page 44)  B udden suggests that 
three members of the fami ly  
were suspended i n  a trance-
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c arried regu lar e n v i ronmental  
new s .  A defin ite v ictory for 
organ i se d  a n d  w e l l  argued 
pre s s u re . 

If UFO proponents  were better 
organ i sed  and ,  dare I day i t  ? ,  
more med i a  fri endly  there is a 
g oo d  c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  
re s e arc h r e s o u rc e s  o f  t h e  
medi a  would  j o in  the l argel y  
amateur efforts of  UFO l og i st s  
to d i g  up the  an swers we a l l  
w an t .  

Oddly enough i f  th i s  si tuation 
ever does arrive  everyone,  up 
to and including the conspiracy 
theori s t s .  stands to gai n .  we 
m a y  h a v e  to s u rre n d e r 
s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  
control l ing investigations but i n  
r e t u r n  w e  m a y  f i n d  t h a t 
j ourna l i s t s  c an get  some of the 
an swers we have w an ted for 
years . We may even find  out  
j u st how much of a UFO cover­
u p  there i s  out  there .  

European 

Network 
I t  i s  wi th great p leasure that I 
speak to y ou from Stockhol m ,  
Sweden , through t h e  pages of 
the " New UFOlogist " . My name 
i s  T o n y  W a i t e r ,  I a m  a 
m u s i c i a n , e n t e r t a i n e r ,  
bus inessman and I have been 
i nv o l ved w i th UFOs for about 
3 5  years . I am also a member 
of  the Swedi sh UFO Soc iety 
" UFO SVERIGE" in Engl i sh 
" UFO SWEDEN" . The soc i ety 
p u b l i s h e s  an e x c e l l e n t  
magazine  four  t imes  a y e ar 
under the d i rect ion of Mr . C l  as 
S v a h n ,  a p r o fe s s i o n a l  
new spaper reporter and author.  
I t  is  w i th his kind permiss i on 
that I de lve  in to the arc h i ves  of 
" UFO SVERIGE" and bring 
you our first  case study. 

W OMEN STRUC K BY 

LIGHTNING BOLT FROM 

UFO 

The s ight ing took p l ace  in the 
town o f  B i spberg w h i c h  is  
south of Dal arna, on the n ight  
b e fo re New Y e a r s  E v e  
December 1 98 7 . The couple 
in  quest ion choose to remain 
anomalous so  we shal l  ca l l  
them Kirs t in  and  Rolf, K i rst in  
i s  59 years o l d  and i s  a ret i red 
Nurse . 

R o l f  a n d  K i r s t i n  w e re 
awakened by their  c at and dog 
who seemed to be in a very 
nervou s s tate . The t ime was 
0 1 00 am they let  the pet 's out 
but  they soon c ame back in 
again and the pets cont i nued 
to be unsett led and nervou s ,  so 
they le t  them out agai n .  This  
continued unti l  3am, so Kirstin 
and Rolf dec ided to get dressed 
and see what was go ing  o n .  
T h e y  l o o k e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  
bedroom w indow a n d  to their  
d i smay their  dog was standing  
perfe c t l y  s t i l l  w i t h i t s  ta i l 
between i t s  legs  and opening 
and c l os ing  i t s  mouth . Kirst in  
thought that i t  had c aught  s ight  
of a hare or some other  an imal 
so she w e n t  out  o n t o  t h e  
b a c k y ard s t e p s  w h i c h  fac e  
s o u t h . T h e  t i m e  w a s  t h e n  
3 . 3 0am,  a s  see opened the 
d o o r  s h e  s a w at o n c e  a 
spherical  shaped object  in  the 
sky . 

It was a metal l ic ice blue colour 
wi th an aure of grey and orange 
mist surrounding it .  Underneath 
the  o bj ec t  was  an ope n i n g  
where l ightn ing bo l t s  shot  out  
l ike long  arro w s .  The bo l t s  
appeared to shoot  out and  then 
return again into the sphere ,  
K i rs t in  guessed t h e  s i ze of the 
objec t  to be around 6 x 8 metres 
at a d i stance of 1 50 metres and 
approx i mate ly  1 0  - 1 5  metres 
above the groun d .  

T h e  N e w  UFOiogist.  Issue 2 .  

When s he s tepped out  onto the  
s tep s she  became p aral y sed 
and was u n ab l e  to c a l l  her  
h u s b a n d , h e r  j a w w a s  
c o mple te ly  l oc ked . She h ad 
g o o se p i m p l e s  a l l  o v e r  her  
body . Worst  of  al l she fel t  as  if  
someth ing h ad sucked onto her 
forehead over her left eye i t  
hurt her terrib ly ,  she thought 
that she was going to die .  After 
5 m i n u te s  or  s o  the  o bj ec t  
van i shed,  perhaps to  the s ide 
or down,  on ly  then was she 
able to move,  and turn around 
as she  done t h i s  she fe l t  a 
s t inging sen sation on her r ight  
shoulder blade . During th is  t ime 
Rolf, who had dressed h imself, 
once more l ay on the bed he 
heard a whir l ing  noi se l i ke a 
c ar t ick ing over and thought i t  
was the hou se heat ing  sy stem 
which  sometimes gave them 
prob lems .  so he did  not get up 
he did however feel a change 
i n  the air pre ssure . He  noticed 
l ater that h i s  watch had stopped 
i t  was 3 . 3 5 am .  When Kirs t in  
c ame i n  aga in ,  both her and 
the animals  smelted of sulphur .  
Rolf  l ooked at her back where 
i t  hurt but saw noth ing. Her 
sk in  was s t i l l  goose p imply  
and  her  j aw was s t iff for a l ong 
t ime afterwards .  

A t  04 .00am Rolf  went out for 
the cu stomari l y  walk with the 
dog and he not iced i t  sme l t  
strongly  of creosote . The dog 
nosed  st ran g e l y  around and 
seemed to  curl  up on i t s  se lf, 
none of he neighbours seemed 
to be awake . 

More Witnesses 

We k n o c k e d  on d o o r s  i n  
B i spberg but n o  one had seen 
anything out of the ord inary . 
Those  that were home were 
sleeping but many of the houses 
w e re e m p t y  bec au s e t h e  
neighbours were away for the 
(continued on Page 1 6 ) .  
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ALLERGIES AND ALIENS 

The V i s i tat i on Experience : An 
En vironmental  Health I s sue 
by Albert  B udden 

Its  not often that something new 
can be said about the h igh ly  
c ontroversial  topic  of a l leged 
e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h a l i e n s .  
However, th i s  book - which  
s e r v e s  a s  an a pp e t i s e r  fo r 
U F O s  - T H E  E L E C T R O ­
MAGNETIC I NDICTMENT 
( C as se l l\B l an d fo rd ,  1 995 ) -
b r e a k s  n e w  g r o u n d  b y  
d e v e l o p i n g  a r ad i c a l n e w  
perspec t ive o n  the subjec t .  I n  
h i s  in troduction Albert B udden 
bo ld ly  s tates that 

" . . .  the experiences of v is i tation 
by a variety of  other- worldly 
b e i n g s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
documented and re searched by 
so  many over the past decade s ,  
are the  mental and physiological 
p r o d u c t s  of a r a n g e  o f  
environmental i l lnesses ,  shared 
by and c oped w i th in the i r  
commonest  form, by about 20  
% of the popu l at ion" . 

B y  treat ing the a l ien  c ontact 
c l aim as mere ly  the symptom 
of an i l lness  Albert B udden is 
sure to quickly attrac t the u sual  
c o n t e m p t  re s e r v e d  fo r 
UFOl ogists  who fai l to promote 
the popu l ar mi sconcept ion of 
U F O l o g y . Y e t  h e re i s  a 
s e n s i b l e ,  fal s i fi ab l e  t h e ory  
w h i c h  s h o u l d  be e x am i n e d  
c lose ly  by UFOlogi sts  a l l  over 
the world ! 
Al lerg ies  and Al iens  makes 
what appears to  be a strong 
c a s e  for r e - i n t e rpre t i ng 

outrageous contact c laims wi th 
new eyes . In what c ou l d  be a 
ground break ing  piece of work 
B udden draw s heav i l y  on the 
d e v e l o p i n g  s c i e n c e  o f  
environmental health t o  propose 
t h at m a n y  c l o s e e n c o u n t e r  
w i t n e s s e s  a r e  e l e c t r i c a l l y  
hypersen s i t ive to the saturation 
of o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h 
e le c t ro n i c  p o l l u t i on . U s i n g  
numerous wel l - researched case 
studies Budden demon strates 
t h a t  m a n y  c l o s e e n c ou nter  
experiences appear to occu-r in  
the  p r o x i m i t y  o f  r ad i o  
t ran s m i t t i n g  ma s t s ,  p y l o n s ,  
underground cables and other 
s o u r c e s  of e l ec t romagn e t i c  
po l lu t ion ( e . g .  R F  "hot spots" ) .  

D r a w i n g  o n  r e c e n t  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  w o rk a t  
B r e a k s p e a r  H o s p i t a l  i n  
Hertfordshire .  B u dden c la ims 
that e lectrica l ly  hypersen s i t ive 
ind iv idual s develop a range of 
acu te al lerg ies  which  reduce 
the abi l i ty of  the body to cope 
with ord inary stresses . In  order 
to p r o t e c t  t h e  b o d y  t h e  
subconsc ious mind generate s a 
sui table  ha l luc i nation to warn 
the consc ious  mind of danger.  
Th i s  i s  s imi lar to the concept of 
the "producer" in Hi lary Evans '  
"V is ions ,  Apparit ions ,  Al ien 
V i s i t o r s "  ( Aq u ar i an Pre s s ,  
1 984) .  

I n  B udden ' s perspect i ve the 
r a p i d  i n c re a s e  i n  
e lectromagnetic rad i at ion over 
the past  few decades accounts  
for the r i se i n  reported c lose 
e n c o u n t e r  c a s e s :  B e c a u s e  
e lectronic  po l lu t ion  i s  a new 
form of pol lut ion i t  i s  perceived 
by the body to be a l ien  to i t s  
normal environment ,  thu s the  
body ' s response i s  to  generate 
a ha l luc inat ion with a l ien or 
other-worldly symbology .  What 
a super idea ! 

The New UFOlogist. Issue 2. 

Al lergies  and Aliens contains  a 
rich  v ariety of d i verse c ase 
work . There are a l l  k inds  of 
"paranormal" events,  including 
p o l t e rge i s t  c a s e s  and UFO 
abduct ions ,  bedroom v i s i tors ,  
even s ight ings of a d inosaur i n  
Reading ! B udden g o e s  on to  
examine a range of unusual  
med i c al c o n d i t i o n s  that  are 
k n o w n  to b e  t r i g g e re d  b y  
exposure to intense e lectrica l  
fi e l d s .  Throughout  Al l erg ies  
and A l i e n s  re a d e r s  are 
in t roduced to  a w h o l e  new 
l an g u ag e  - e x p l o d i n g  h e ad 
s y n d r o m e ,  b o d y  i m a g e , 
e l e c t r o s l e e p , k i n d l i n g 
phenomenon,and hyperaesthesia, 
to name but a few .  

T h e  tex t  w i l l  b e  of part icu lar 
i n tere st  to  those UFOlog i sts  
w h o  a c c e p t  t h a t c l o s e  
e n c o u n t e r  c a s e s  are p u re l y  
s u  bj e c t i  ve  a l t e red  s ta tes  o f  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i c h  are  
triggered by unusual  external 
s t i m u l i .  T h e r e  are b r i e f  
re fe r e n c e s  t o  P e r s i n g e r ' s  
temporal l obe experiments and 
Devereux '  s earth- l ights theory , 
a l o n g  w i th  l i n k s  to ser ious  
med ica l  c o n d i t i o n s  s u c h  as  
c ancer,  MS and ME . B udden ' s 
synpos is  i s  strengthened wi th 
n u m e r o u s r e fe re n c e s  t o  a 
r e c e n t  W o r l d  H e a l t h  
Organ i sat ion report in to  the 
reported h armfu l  effe c t s  o f  
electromagnetic pollution o n  the 
world ' s  urbanised popul at ions .  

By  venturing in to  a new area 
of research B udden c l aims that 
h i s  hypothesis  can even account 
for t h e  "m i s s i n g  t i m e "  
p h e n o m e n o n  s o  b e l o v e d  of  
abduct ion researchers . Th i s  i s  
where one beg ins  to wonder 
how far one c an take these  
concept s .  In  the Aveley case  
(page 44)  B udden suggests that 
three members of the fami ly  
were suspended i n  a trance-
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were su spended in  a trance­
l ike s tate  for 3 hours having 
driven in to  a fog cau sed by the  
e lec tr ifi c at ion  of  ground mis t  
b y  t h e  p re s en c e  o f  n e arby 
e l e c t r i c i ty p y l o n s .  B u d d e n  
suggests  t h a t  th i s  green fog 
a l so  caused the fami ly ' s  c ar to 
s tal l .  Why th i rd part ies  never 
c h a n c e  ac ro s s  c a r s  s t a l l e d 
i n s i d e  green m i s t s  w i th the 
passengers al l  staring into  the 
sky i n  a trance- l ike state for 
three h ours ,  is not expl ai ned . 

One problem with  the book i s  
that i t  i s  home p roduced . As  a 
con sequence i t  suffers from 
s o m e  i n t e re s t i n g  s p e l l i n g  
m i s t a k e s a n d  a w k w ar d  
grammar. However, t h i s  should 
not  detract from what is a 
b r a v e  a t t e m p t  t o  t a c k l e  
phenomena which  h ave  been 
ignored by science for too long .  

\\ A l l  th i s  j u st wets  my appet i te 
I for when The Electromagnetic 

11 Indictment appears next  spring .  

A l l ergies  and Al iens  can be 
obtained from D iscovery Times 
Pre ss ,  270 S andycombe Road,  
Kew, Surrey .  TW9 3NP. Price 
£5 .00 ( i nc l .  p&p) . 

Paul Fuller. 

UFO Boxed Set • Video 

Revie w. 

The three t i t les  i n  th i s  boxed 
set cover most of the celebrated 
bed-rock c ases  of  UFOlogy . 
Two of the three tapes o n  o ffer 
' U F O '  s The  E v i d e n c e '  and 
' V is i tors From Space '  are wide 
ranging  documentaries deal ing 
with the h istory and maj or cases 
of  the subjec t .  There i s  some 
overl ap to  the po in t  that the 
same faces  turn up in both tapes 
on  occas ion . B oth tapes are 
al so long on report ing c laims of 
l i ve a l iens  and nuts  and bol ts 

c r a ft a n d  s h o r t e r  o n  h a rd 
h e a d e d  a n a l y s i s  of  o t h e r  
poss ibi l i t i e s .  That said they fi l l  
a gaping  h o l e  i n  t h e  U K  market 
and do offer the chance to see 
s o me m u c h  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  
seldom aired pictures including 
some o f  Georg e  A d a m sk i '  s 
controvers ial footage . ' V is i tors 
From S pace '  shades it for me 
as the more in terest ing of the 
two because i t ' s  Finn ish origins  
a l low i t  to report on cases and 
witnesses  seldom d i scus sed in  
the U K .  

T h e  th i rd i t e m  in  t h e  b o x e d  set  
i s  ' UFO Secrets of  The Thi rd 
Reich ' .  A n  i n terest ing and wel l  
i l lu strated run through an area 
rich in  conspiracy theories and 
b i z a r r e  s t o r i e s .  T h e  t a p e  
fo l lows  the main thrus t  of  the 
Nazi/ occult  argument to i t ' s end 
making suggest ions  that have 
given problems to  the  most  
credu lous  of  UFO bel ievers . 
L i n k s  b e t w e e n  N a z i ' s  a n d  
a l i e n s  who t h e n  combine t o  
r e p e l  t h e  U S  m i l i t ar y  i n  
A n t a rc t i c a ,  fo r e x a m p l e .  
However, this tape i s  s t i l l  highly 
rec o m m e n d e d  t o  any o p e n  
m inded N e w  UFO logis t  reader 
for two reasons .  

First ly i t  prov ides a c lear and 
concise  run through one of the 
most  complex areas of UFO 
conspiracy bel ief  and i t  w i l l  
s a v e  y o u  a f o r t u n e  o n  
overpriced books a n d  several 
hours of read ing  time into the 
bargai n .  Secondl y ,  the v ideo i s  
strong o n  fi lms and photographs 
of l argely unknown aircraft of 
t h e  s e c o n d  w o r l d  w a r .  I t  
provides a stunning insight  into 
the lengths  to which the Naz i s  
were able to go in developing 
t h i s  b r an c h  of  t h e i r  w ar 
mach ine .  From a UFOl ogis ts  
p o i n t  of  v i e w  i t  p r o v i d e s  
g l i mpses o f  the rea l i ty behind 
some of the strange reports of 
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this peri od . Removed so far 
i n  t i m e fro m t h e  e v e n t s  
described in  th i s  tape there i s  
a lmost  a po ignancy about the 
way that former staff in  these 
e xp e r i m e n t a l  programme s ,  
inc lud ing t h e  p i lo t s ,  describe 
their work and the ir machines .  

Labyri n th V ideo are to be 
app l auded for their  work in  
putt ing UFO tapes i nto the 
high street . W h i l s t the UFO 
purist  may find much to argue 
about  in these  three t i t l e s  
t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  much  to  
rec o m m e n d  t h e m . T o  t h e  
b e g i n n e r  t h e y  p ro v i d e  a n  
en tertai n ing  crash c ourse in  
the m a i n  e v e n t s  o f  UFO 
his tory . To the serious student 
of UFOlogy they prov ide a 
c h ance  t o  o w n  so me v i ta l  
footage .  

Labyr inth V ideo B oxed set 
costs £29 . 99 and i s  avai l able 
mai l order from Murl y n  mail  
order:  Te l - 0 1 279  6 3 5 3 7 7 .  

Starbase Four 
B ul letin B oard 
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Tel :  0 1 69 1  67 1 900 

Page 22.  

Comms set  

to 8 - N- 1 .  

Right 

To 

Reply 

To The Editor .  
Part of  a l etter d ated Ju ly  4th,  
1 994 from Phi l ip Klas s .  

"Reference to y ou r  art ic le  o n  
Crop C i rc les ,  l e t  m e  emphas ise 
t h a t  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  i s  NOT 
( repeat NOT)  i n tended as a 
d e fe n s e  [ s i c  ! ! ]  o f  B ri t i s h 
S kept ics '  views,  act ions or non­
act ions  on crop c ircles  for I am 
not that fam i l i ar w i th same . 

However, I must chal lenge your 
s tatement " . . .  our own Legal 
P r o fe s s i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  
accept ing the val id i ty  o f  eye 
witness test imony . "  First  off, 
i n  t h e  U . S .  ( an d  I b e l i e ve 
B ri t i sh )  c ourts ,  a l l  wi tnesses  
are obl i ged to swear that their  
test i mony i s  true ,  to the best  of 
t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e . I f  A L L  
persons were truthfu l  9 9 . 9 9  % 
of the t ime,  there would be no 
need for  w itnesses  to take such 
an oa th . [ Do y ou know of 
any one who would c l ai m  that  
they have never in  their  l i fe 
told a fal sehood - even a "white­
l ie"  ?? ]  

S e c o n d ,  A m e r i c a n ( a n d  I 
b e l i e v e  B r i t i s h )  L e g a l  
P r o fe s s i o n  i s  b a s e d  " o n  
accept ing the v al id i ty  o f  own 
w i tnesses  and chal lenging the 
accuracy/veraci ty  of opposing 
w i tn e s se s . "  

M y  l ate father w a s  a lawyer 
and I reca l l  attending a tr ial  
i n vo lv ing  an auto acc i dent  in  
w h i c h  the  P l a i n t i ff ' s t w o  
w i t n e s s e s  t e s t i fi e d  t h at the  
dependant was driv ing between 

50 and 60 mph . ,  whi le  the two 
defendant ' s wi tnesses tes t ified 
he w as dri v i n g  only  1 0  to  1 5  
mph . A s  a young c h i l d  I was 
p e r p l e x e d  a n d  af te r w a rd s  
sought an explanat ion from my 
father.  He repl ied : "Al l  we can 
be sure of i s  that the defendant 
was dri v i n g  at a speed of 1 0  to  
60 mph . "  

Of course,  th i s  was n o t  real l y  
what I w a s  saying - ie a Skeptic 
had fo rb i d d e n  me to e v e n  
cons ider t h e  test imony,  n o t  to  
weigh up the pros  and cons of  
that test imon y .  

Sc ience Writer . 
S teuart Campbel l ,  B A(Open)  
DipArch(B i rm ) .  
Edingburgh . Scotland,  
2 1 st September 1 994 .  

To The Editor .  

Jenny Randles  has quest ioned 
my explanat i on for the Alan 
Godfrey UFO report ( she has 
done the same in  a rambl ing  
"review" of my book in  The 
Skeptic) .  She exclaims that I have 
the witness driving "in exactly 
the oppo s i te d i rec t ion  down 
Burnley Road, Todmorden, to  
that in which he himself has said 
that he was moving", and she 
reca l l sa  debate in  B UFORA ' s  
magaz i n e  "at  the  t i m e " . I n  
particu lar she i s  surpri sed that 
I h av e  n o t  re ferred to  th i s  
d i spute abou t d irec t ion . 

M y  fu l l  e x p l anat ion for the 
report appeared in  The Journal 
of Tran sient  Aerial Phenomena 
(Vo l . 5/N o .  1 )  in  September 
1 98 7 . I drew attent ion to the 
fact that thewitness  was certain 
that he  did not  turn his pol ice  
c ar around after  see ing  the 
U FO and subsequent ly  dr iving 
back i nto Todmorden . I n oted 
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  
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M UFO R A  d id  not  reso lve  the 
c o n fl i c t  between Godfre y ' s 
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t h e  w a s  
t r a v e l l i n g  N W  a n d  h i s  
sub sequen t conv ic t ion that  he 
did  not  turn the c ar around . 

In the next  i s sue of JT AP Jenny 
ranted against  my art ic le  and 
described my views as "total  
g a r b a g e " ,  " t o t a l l y  f a l s e " ,  
" d i s g r a c e fu l l y  i n e p t "  a n d  
"rid icu lou s " . I was accu sed of  
"total l y  a l ter ing the fact s  of the 
case" and she described my 
r e a s o n s  fo r d o i n g  so a s  
"staggering and ludicrous" and 
e v i d e n c e  of my " p r o fou n d  
incompetence" ( and s o  on) .  She 
al so  berated the ed i tors for 
a l l o w i n g  m y  art i c l e  t o  b e  
p u b l i s h e d . T h e y  d e fe n d e d 
themselves  and supported my 
case to  some exte n t .  H i l ary 
Evans ,  al though he cr i t ic i sed 
my dogmati sm,  referred to my 
" in te l l i gent  suggest ion" . 

In the S eptember 1 98 8  i s sue of  
JTAP ( V ol . 5/No 3 )  I responded 
to Jenny ' s  attack and explained 
my reason ing i n  further detai l ,  
deal ing  espec i al ly  wi th t h e  fact  
that Godfrey d i d  not  rec a l l  
turn ing  h i s  car around ( a  matter 
ignored by  Jenny ) . lt seemed 
almost certain that Godfrey had 
been fac i n g  Todmorden at the 
t ime and that what he saw was 
a mirage of Ven u s .  I wrote " i t  
i s  more probabl y  that Godfrey 
saw a mirage of Ven u s  than 
that he  saw an al ien spacecraft 
( i f  t h a t i s  w h at R a n d l e s  
proposes ) " .  I s  she propos ing 
that and has  she ever thought  
of  u sing  Occam ' s Razor? 

B ecause there was n o  further 
c orrespondence I assu med that  
J e n n y  a c c e p t e d  m y  
conclus ions .  In  m y  book I have 
always referred to  a l ternat i v e  
e x p l an at i o n s  ( e x c e p t i n g  o f  
course t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  obj ects  
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were su spended in  a trance­
l ike s tate  for 3 hours having 
driven in to  a fog cau sed by the  
e lec tr ifi c at ion  of  ground mis t  
b y  t h e  p re s en c e  o f  n e arby 
e l e c t r i c i ty p y l o n s .  B u d d e n  
suggests  t h a t  th i s  green fog 
a l so  caused the fami ly ' s  c ar to 
s tal l .  Why th i rd part ies  never 
c h a n c e  ac ro s s  c a r s  s t a l l e d 
i n s i d e  green m i s t s  w i th the 
passengers al l  staring into  the 
sky i n  a trance- l ike state for 
three h ours ,  is not expl ai ned . 

One problem with  the book i s  
that i t  i s  home p roduced . As  a 
con sequence i t  suffers from 
s o m e  i n t e re s t i n g  s p e l l i n g  
m i s t a k e s a n d  a w k w ar d  
grammar. However, t h i s  should 
not  detract from what is a 
b r a v e  a t t e m p t  t o  t a c k l e  
phenomena which  h ave  been 
ignored by science for too long .  

\\ A l l  th i s  j u st wets  my appet i te 
I for when The Electromagnetic 

11 Indictment appears next  spring .  

A l l ergies  and Al iens  can be 
obtained from D iscovery Times 
Pre ss ,  270 S andycombe Road,  
Kew, Surrey .  TW9 3NP. Price 
£5 .00 ( i nc l .  p&p) . 

Paul Fuller. 

UFO Boxed Set • Video 

Revie w. 

The three t i t les  i n  th i s  boxed 
set cover most of the celebrated 
bed-rock c ases  of  UFOlogy . 
Two of the three tapes o n  o ffer 
' U F O '  s The  E v i d e n c e '  and 
' V is i tors From Space '  are wide 
ranging  documentaries deal ing 
with the h istory and maj or cases 
of  the subjec t .  There i s  some 
overl ap to  the po in t  that the 
same faces  turn up in both tapes 
on  occas ion . B oth tapes are 
al so long on report ing c laims of 
l i ve a l iens  and nuts  and bol ts 

c r a ft a n d  s h o r t e r  o n  h a rd 
h e a d e d  a n a l y s i s  of  o t h e r  
poss ibi l i t i e s .  That said they fi l l  
a gaping  h o l e  i n  t h e  U K  market 
and do offer the chance to see 
s o me m u c h  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  
seldom aired pictures including 
some o f  Georg e  A d a m sk i '  s 
controvers ial footage . ' V is i tors 
From S pace '  shades it for me 
as the more in terest ing of the 
two because i t ' s  Finn ish origins  
a l low i t  to report on cases and 
witnesses  seldom d i scus sed in  
the U K .  

T h e  th i rd i t e m  in  t h e  b o x e d  set  
i s  ' UFO Secrets of  The Thi rd 
Reich ' .  A n  i n terest ing and wel l  
i l lu strated run through an area 
rich in  conspiracy theories and 
b i z a r r e  s t o r i e s .  T h e  t a p e  
fo l lows  the main thrus t  of  the 
Nazi/ occult  argument to i t ' s end 
making suggest ions  that have 
given problems to  the  most  
credu lous  of  UFO bel ievers . 
L i n k s  b e t w e e n  N a z i ' s  a n d  
a l i e n s  who t h e n  combine t o  
r e p e l  t h e  U S  m i l i t ar y  i n  
A n t a rc t i c a ,  fo r e x a m p l e .  
However, this tape i s  s t i l l  highly 
rec o m m e n d e d  t o  any o p e n  
m inded N e w  UFO logis t  reader 
for two reasons .  

First ly i t  prov ides a c lear and 
concise  run through one of the 
most  complex areas of UFO 
conspiracy bel ief  and i t  w i l l  
s a v e  y o u  a f o r t u n e  o n  
overpriced books a n d  several 
hours of read ing  time into the 
bargai n .  Secondl y ,  the v ideo i s  
strong o n  fi lms and photographs 
of l argely unknown aircraft of 
t h e  s e c o n d  w o r l d  w a r .  I t  
provides a stunning insight  into 
the lengths  to which the Naz i s  
were able to go in developing 
t h i s  b r an c h  of  t h e i r  w ar 
mach ine .  From a UFOl ogis ts  
p o i n t  of  v i e w  i t  p r o v i d e s  
g l i mpses o f  the rea l i ty behind 
some of the strange reports of 
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this peri od . Removed so far 
i n  t i m e fro m t h e  e v e n t s  
described in  th i s  tape there i s  
a lmost  a po ignancy about the 
way that former staff in  these 
e xp e r i m e n t a l  programme s ,  
inc lud ing t h e  p i lo t s ,  describe 
their work and the ir machines .  

Labyri n th V ideo are to be 
app l auded for their  work in  
putt ing UFO tapes i nto the 
high street . W h i l s t the UFO 
purist  may find much to argue 
about  in these  three t i t l e s  
t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  much  to  
rec o m m e n d  t h e m . T o  t h e  
b e g i n n e r  t h e y  p ro v i d e  a n  
en tertai n ing  crash c ourse in  
the m a i n  e v e n t s  o f  UFO 
his tory . To the serious student 
of UFOlogy they prov ide a 
c h ance  t o  o w n  so me v i ta l  
footage .  

Labyr inth V ideo B oxed set 
costs £29 . 99 and i s  avai l able 
mai l order from Murl y n  mail  
order:  Te l - 0 1 279  6 3 5 3 7 7 .  

Starbase Four 
B ul letin B oard 

For the l atest in UFO 

New s ,  N A S A  New s ,  

statu s report s ,  

softw are , image s ,  and 

much more . 

Tel :  0 1 69 1  67 1 900 
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Reply 

To The Editor .  
Part of  a l etter d ated Ju ly  4th,  
1 994 from Phi l ip Klas s .  

"Reference to y ou r  art ic le  o n  
Crop C i rc les ,  l e t  m e  emphas ise 
t h a t  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  i s  NOT 
( repeat NOT)  i n tended as a 
d e fe n s e  [ s i c  ! ! ]  o f  B ri t i s h 
S kept ics '  views,  act ions or non­
act ions  on crop c ircles  for I am 
not that fam i l i ar w i th same . 

However, I must chal lenge your 
s tatement " . . .  our own Legal 
P r o fe s s i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  
accept ing the val id i ty  o f  eye 
witness test imony . "  First  off, 
i n  t h e  U . S .  ( an d  I b e l i e ve 
B ri t i sh )  c ourts ,  a l l  wi tnesses  
are obl i ged to swear that their  
test i mony i s  true ,  to the best  of 
t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e . I f  A L L  
persons were truthfu l  9 9 . 9 9  % 
of the t ime,  there would be no 
need for  w itnesses  to take such 
an oa th . [ Do y ou know of 
any one who would c l ai m  that  
they have never in  their  l i fe 
told a fal sehood - even a "white­
l ie"  ?? ]  

S e c o n d ,  A m e r i c a n ( a n d  I 
b e l i e v e  B r i t i s h )  L e g a l  
P r o fe s s i o n  i s  b a s e d  " o n  
accept ing the v al id i ty  o f  own 
w i tnesses  and chal lenging the 
accuracy/veraci ty  of opposing 
w i tn e s se s . "  

M y  l ate father w a s  a lawyer 
and I reca l l  attending a tr ial  
i n vo lv ing  an auto acc i dent  in  
w h i c h  the  P l a i n t i ff ' s t w o  
w i t n e s s e s  t e s t i fi e d  t h at the  
dependant was driv ing between 

50 and 60 mph . ,  whi le  the two 
defendant ' s wi tnesses tes t ified 
he w as dri v i n g  only  1 0  to  1 5  
mph . A s  a young c h i l d  I was 
p e r p l e x e d  a n d  af te r w a rd s  
sought an explanat ion from my 
father.  He repl ied : "Al l  we can 
be sure of i s  that the defendant 
was dri v i n g  at a speed of 1 0  to  
60 mph . "  

Of course,  th i s  was n o t  real l y  
what I w a s  saying - ie a Skeptic 
had fo rb i d d e n  me to e v e n  
cons ider t h e  test imony,  n o t  to  
weigh up the pros  and cons of  
that test imon y .  

Sc ience Writer . 
S teuart Campbel l ,  B A(Open)  
DipArch(B i rm ) .  
Edingburgh . Scotland,  
2 1 st September 1 994 .  

To The Editor .  

Jenny Randles  has quest ioned 
my explanat i on for the Alan 
Godfrey UFO report ( she has 
done the same in  a rambl ing  
"review" of my book in  The 
Skeptic) .  She exclaims that I have 
the witness driving "in exactly 
the oppo s i te d i rec t ion  down 
Burnley Road, Todmorden, to  
that in which he himself has said 
that he was moving", and she 
reca l l sa  debate in  B UFORA ' s  
magaz i n e  "at  the  t i m e " . I n  
particu lar she i s  surpri sed that 
I h av e  n o t  re ferred to  th i s  
d i spute abou t d irec t ion . 

M y  fu l l  e x p l anat ion for the 
report appeared in  The Journal 
of Tran sient  Aerial Phenomena 
(Vo l . 5/N o .  1 )  in  September 
1 98 7 . I drew attent ion to the 
fact that thewitness  was certain 
that he  did not  turn his pol ice  
c ar around after  see ing  the 
U FO and subsequent ly  dr iving 
back i nto Todmorden . I n oted 
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  
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M UFO R A  d id  not  reso lve  the 
c o n fl i c t  between Godfre y ' s 
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t h e  w a s  
t r a v e l l i n g  N W  a n d  h i s  
sub sequen t conv ic t ion that  he 
did  not  turn the c ar around . 

In the next  i s sue of JT AP Jenny 
ranted against  my art ic le  and 
described my views as "total  
g a r b a g e " ,  " t o t a l l y  f a l s e " ,  
" d i s g r a c e fu l l y  i n e p t "  a n d  
"rid icu lou s " . I was accu sed of  
"total l y  a l ter ing the fact s  of the 
case" and she described my 
r e a s o n s  fo r d o i n g  so a s  
"staggering and ludicrous" and 
e v i d e n c e  of my " p r o fou n d  
incompetence" ( and s o  on) .  She 
al so  berated the ed i tors for 
a l l o w i n g  m y  art i c l e  t o  b e  
p u b l i s h e d . T h e y  d e fe n d e d 
themselves  and supported my 
case to  some exte n t .  H i l ary 
Evans ,  al though he cr i t ic i sed 
my dogmati sm,  referred to my 
" in te l l i gent  suggest ion" . 

In the S eptember 1 98 8  i s sue of  
JTAP ( V ol . 5/No 3 )  I responded 
to Jenny ' s  attack and explained 
my reason ing i n  further detai l ,  
deal ing  espec i al ly  wi th t h e  fact  
that Godfrey d i d  not  rec a l l  
turn ing  h i s  car around ( a  matter 
ignored by  Jenny ) . lt seemed 
almost certain that Godfrey had 
been fac i n g  Todmorden at the 
t ime and that what he saw was 
a mirage of Ven u s .  I wrote " i t  
i s  more probabl y  that Godfrey 
saw a mirage of Ven u s  than 
that he  saw an al ien spacecraft 
( i f  t h a t i s  w h at R a n d l e s  
proposes ) " .  I s  she propos ing 
that and has  she ever thought  
of  u sing  Occam ' s Razor? 

B ecause there was n o  further 
c orrespondence I assu med that  
J e n n y  a c c e p t e d  m y  
conclus ions .  In  m y  book I have 
always referred to  a l ternat i v e  
e x p l an at i o n s  ( e x c e p t i n g  o f  
course t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  obj ects  
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were "UFOs" ) .  I n  t h i s  case  
J e n n y  o ffe r e d  no r a t i o n a l  
a l tern at i v e .  Why should I draw 
attent ion to  the fac t  that she 
did not  ( at one t ime) accept 
my exp lan at io n ?  

Yours fai thfu l ly  

S teuart C ampbe l l ,  

Anthony B e l l .  
From a letter d ated the I 7 th 
Ju ly  1 994 .  

To The Edi tor .  

I l ike  y ou r  new magazine  and 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c om m e n t  o n  
aspects  o f  Paul Devereux  and 
Albert B udden ' s contribut ion . 
Pau l mentions  Kenneth Rings  
i n v e s t i g at i o n s  that  s u g g e s t  
UFO abductees are often c h i l d  
abu se v ic t ims . C an we be sure 
t h at i n  al l such  cases  these 
abduct io n s  h ave  real l y  been 
ab u s e d ?  If a b d u c t i o n s  are 
in ternal  e x periences perh aps 
some of the abuse e xperiences 
are i nternal . I f  pr ior  trauma 
t ri ggers abduction experiences 
we may h ave  cases  where B irth  
Trauma c au ses  both abuses and 
a b d u c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  fo r 
e x ample .  

I f  ' mu te s '  re s u l t  fro m  B al l  
L ightn ing ,  a rare but  per iodic  
phenomenon why i s  i t  that I 
assoc i ate  animal  mut i l at ions  
w i th the l imi ted geographica l  
area o f  the US M idwest  and 
the restricted temporal window 
o f  t h e  S e v e n t i e s  a n d  
t h e re a b o u t s ?  W o u l dn ' t  y o u  
e xpect  n atural phenomena to 
spread their  effects  from the 
m odern era back in to  h i story 
and to  be a characteri st ic  o f  a l l  
l and  masse s ?  Wouldn ' t  i t  be  
expected that a body  of legend,  

s tretching in  t ime,  would detai l 
the gri s ly  finds  over donkey ' s  
y ear' s ?  B al l  l ightn ing  i s  not  a 
modern American i n vent ion . 

A l b e rt Budden rep l i es to 

Anthony Bell 's letter: 

Anthony B e l l  is of c ourse qui te 
c o rrec t  i n  s ay i n g t h at b a l l 
l i g h t n i n g  i s  n o t  a m o d e rn 
American invention . However, 
w h at i s  a c o n t e m p o r ary  
d e v e l o p mt::n t  i s  t h e  med i a/ 
commu nicat ions network s .  We 
are n o t  l o o k i n g  at a n i m a l  
mut i la t ion c ases per se ,  but  
reports of  them.  

The po int  I am making i s  that  
there i s  a powerfu l  popu l i s t  
mythology a t  work that can 
promote the inc idence of rare 
p h e n o m e n a  such  as a n i  m a l  
muti l at ion ,  espec ia l ly  i f  i t  has 
a l l  of the gory and sensational is t  
a s p e c t s  of t h e s e  e v e n t s .  
Phenomena that have occurred 
rare l y  b u t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  are 
thrown into the publ ic spotl ight  
by sudden exposure and g i ve 
the impress ion  that there i s  a 
sudden upsurge i n  act i v i ty . 

R i tu a l i s t i c  c h i l d  abuse  and 
incest  are  good examples  of  
th is ,  as are  c rop c irc les  al so .  
A l so ,  such  publ ic i ty creates a 
pro l iferat ion of on-going copy­
c at events which feed the new 
mythology so that invest igators 
are confronted w ith  a m ixture 
of "pure " phenomena and 
t h o s e  c re a t e d  by h u m a n  
agency . 

Thi s  was i n  fac t  my opening 
p o i n t  in  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  
appe arance of  temporal  and 
geograph ical  concentrat ion s is  
much more a comment on both 
of  these confounding factors 
i . e .  med i a  publ i c i t y ,  wr i ter/ 
pub l i shers  w h o  h arne s s  the  
commerc i al potential  and  are 
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i n strumental  In  start ing  and 
m a i n t a i n i n g  a s e n s a t i o n a l 
mythology and human creations 
of the phenomena.  The l ac k  of  
a "body of  legend" around such 
n at u r a l  e l e c t r o t h e r m a l  
interact ions  i s  indicat ive  of  i t s  
t rue rari ty in  passed eras ,  and 
the absence of  g l obal medi a/ 
publ i sh ing networks .  

However, there are a l so  modern 
fac tors  w h i c h  have actu a l ly  
enhanced the  act ion of  such 
e lectromagnetic phenomena as 
b a l l l i g h t n i n g ,  as w e l l  a s  
i ntroduc ing  n ovel  forms of  i t .  

The pro l i ferat ion of electronic  
communicat i on networks  has 
i n t r o d u c e d  h i g h  e l e c t r o ­
m a g n e t i c  a re a s  i n t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  w h e re n o n e  
ex i sted in  pre- industrial  t ime s .  
M i c ro w ave  repeater s ,  rad ar 
i n stal l at i o n s ,  m i l i tary base s ,  
rad io-frequency tran smitters ,  
and e spec ia l ly  pylons due to 
their  vas t  number and wide 
r a n g e ,  are a l l s o u rc e s  o f  
e lectromagnet ism which were 
not  there "donkey y ears" ago,  
as Anthony B el l  puts  i t .  Such 
i n c r e a s e d  e l e c t r o m ag n e t i c  
presence ' s  i n  the l andscape not  
on l y  enhance the  formation and 
t h e r e fo re i n c r e a s e  t h e  
inc idence of  bal l  l ightning,  but  
I a m  c o n v i n c e d ,  a re 
i n s t ru menta l  i n  acc identa l l y  
produc in g  art i fic ial forms of  i t .  
That i s  to say, j u st as t h e  natural 
e l e c t r i c a l  f i e l d s  o f  
t h u nders torms  produce  b a l l  
l i gh t n i n g ,  s o  t h e  c o n stan t ly  
present  fie lds  from the  man­
made sources ment ioned above 
produce ELECTROFO R M S ­
a n  arti fic ia l  form of t h e  natural 
orig inal . Thi s  ties in wi th the 
a s s o c i at i o n  of u n i d e n t i fi e d  
l ights  in  t h e  s k y  and an imal  
mut i la t ion s .  Linda M ou l ton­
Howe take note .  
A lbert B udde n .  August 1 994 .  
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The Skeptical View 

Roswell A Case Solved 

by Paul Fuller 
Paul Fuller is Editor of the 
Crop Watcher and co-author 
with Jenny Randles of Crop 
Circles A Mystery Solved. In 
his professional capacity Paul 
is a statistician with local 
government. 

The US General Account ing 
Office  i n vest igat ion in to the 
Roswel l  "UFO Crash" 

promot ing such a c la im many 
U F O l o g i s t s  ac c e p t e d  a n  
e n o r m o u s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o w a r d s  t h e  s u bj e c t  t o  
demon strate the h ighest  leve ls  
o f  o bj e c t i v i t y  a n d  
profe s s i o n al i s m .  N o w  t h o se 
respons ib i l i t ies  are being tested 
to the fu l l . 

During the past  few years the 
crescendo of c la im,  counter­
c l a i m  a n d  s p ec u l a t i o n  h a s  
reached such a fever pi tch that 
i n  1 99 3  a US C ongressman -
S teven Sch iff of New Mexico ­
chal lenged the US Department 
of  Defense to reveal  what it  
k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  e v e n t .  
D i ssat i sfied wi th the response 
h e  r e c e i v e d  C o n g re s s m a n  
Sch iff made a n  offic ial request  
to  the  US G o v e r n m e n t  
Account ing  Office (GAO) to 
f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  or n o t  
documentary ev idence e x i sted 
which  could account for the 
R o s w e l l  c l a i m .  H i s  act i o n s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c t e d  
w idespread publ ic i ty ,  both i n  
the UFOl ogical press  and i n  
main stream media  sources such 
as the Washington Post (J an 
1 4 , 1 994) . UFO log i s t s  were 
qu ick to fo l low Sch iff' s lead 
w i th the ir  promot ion  of the  
" R o s w e l l  Dec l arat i o n "  - an 
appeal to the US Government 
to spi l l  the bean s on a c over-up 
which would make Watergate 
look l ike a c h i ldren·' s tea party . 
At  the same t i me Operat i on 
Right  to Know stepped up their  
publ ic  campaign to end the UFO 
" c o v e r  u p "  w i t h r e p e a t e d  
d e m o n s t rat i o n s  o u t s i de t h e  
Whi te House . 

B ack in  1 9 80 Charles  B er l i tz  
a n d  W i l l i a m M o o re f i r s t  
publici sed the claim that an al ien 
spacesh ip  crashed in the desert 
near Roswel l ,  New Mexico ,  in 
July 1 94 7,  and th at the United 
S tates Air Force covered-up 
the fact  that they had rec overed 
the spaceship  along w i th s i x  
a l i e n  b o d i e s .  E v e r  s i n c e  
U F O l o g y  h a s  w i t n e s s ed  an 
almost unchallenged promotion 
of th i s  cause ce lebre by some 
of its most prominent and v isible 
U FO researchers . The Roswel l  
case has been championed by 
n u merou s UFO researc hers , 
dozens of books and art ic les  
have  been wri tten about  the 
c ase and now there is even a 
maj o r  TV fi l m  about  t o  be 
l a u n c h e d  h e re in B r i t a i n  
fo l lowing i ts  release i n  the USA 
th i s  summer. It  i s  perhaps l ikely 
that to the general publ i c  the 
Roswel l  UFO crash is the one 
c a s e  w h i c h  i s  s e e n  to be 
representat ive  of UFOlogy and 
the ab i l i t i e s  of its researchers . 
To many observers the rea l i ty 
or  n o n  rea l i t y  o f  the  much 
vaunted Roswell  case  i s  enough In a somewhat surpri s ing move 
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conducting an aud i t  of  US Air 
Force records to d i scover what 
documentary ev idence e x i sted 
about the Roswel l  event .  What 
the GAO found has a lready 
generated further controversy 
and al legat ions of  a c over-up 
from d i s mayed UFO l ogi s t s .  

Methodology 

The GAO began i t s  aud i t  on 
F e b ru a r y  1 5 t h  1 9 9 4 . O n  
S eptember 8th Secretary t o  the 
Air Force She i la  E.  Widn al l  
announced the c omplet ion of  
the s tudy  w ith the re lease of a 
2 5  page  " M e mo ran d u m  for 
C orre s pondents"  wri t ten  by 
Colonel  R ichard Weaver .  Th i s  
m e m o ra n d u m  w a s  
accompanied by  a 1 ,000 page 
report in to the GAO' s find ings  
but th i s  art ic le  i s  based ent ire ly  
o n  R i c h ar d  L .  W e a v e r ' s 
summary rather than the fu l ler  
report . The report " i s  in tended 
to stand as the final  offic ia l  A i r  
Force response regard ing  th i s  
matter" . 

For reasons  the GAO go i n to i n  
some depth i t  w a s  not  poss ib le  
for  the  GAO t o  i n spect  al l 
offi c i al arch ives  wh ich might  
c o n t a i n  refe re n c e s  to  w h at 
happened at Roswel l .  In stead 
i t  was dec ided at a very early 
stage to concentrate the searc h 
o n  A i r  F o r c e  rec o r d s  a n d  
systems . The con sequence o f  
t h i s  i s  that the G A O  enqu i ry 
was  u n ab l e  t o  e x am i n e  U S  
Army archi ves ( e g  a t  the Whi te 
S ands  mis s i le test ing range) ,  
o r  the U S  A t o m i c  E n e r g y  
C ommiss ion  ( e g  i f  t h e  i nc ident  
was rea l ly  a covered up nuc lear 
acci dent) ,  as the U S AF d id  not 
have the authority to compel 
other agencies  to rev iew their  
rec ords and - even i f  they d id ­
they would not  have been able 
to verify the "completeness"  
of  any rec ord s  produced by 
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were "UFOs" ) .  I n  t h i s  case  
J e n n y  o ffe r e d  no r a t i o n a l  
a l tern at i v e .  Why should I draw 
attent ion to  the fac t  that she 
did not  ( at one t ime) accept 
my exp lan at io n ?  

Yours fai thfu l ly  

S teuart C ampbe l l ,  

Anthony B e l l .  
From a letter d ated the I 7 th 
Ju ly  1 994 .  

To The Edi tor .  

I l ike  y ou r  new magazine  and 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c om m e n t  o n  
aspects  o f  Paul Devereux  and 
Albert B udden ' s contribut ion . 
Pau l mentions  Kenneth Rings  
i n v e s t i g at i o n s  that  s u g g e s t  
UFO abductees are often c h i l d  
abu se v ic t ims . C an we be sure 
t h at i n  al l such  cases  these 
abduct io n s  h ave  real l y  been 
ab u s e d ?  If a b d u c t i o n s  are 
in ternal  e x periences perh aps 
some of the abuse e xperiences 
are i nternal . I f  pr ior  trauma 
t ri ggers abduction experiences 
we may h ave  cases  where B irth  
Trauma c au ses  both abuses and 
a b d u c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  fo r 
e x ample .  

I f  ' mu te s '  re s u l t  fro m  B al l  
L ightn ing ,  a rare but  per iodic  
phenomenon why i s  i t  that I 
assoc i ate  animal  mut i l at ions  
w i th the l imi ted geographica l  
area o f  the US M idwest  and 
the restricted temporal window 
o f  t h e  S e v e n t i e s  a n d  
t h e re a b o u t s ?  W o u l dn ' t  y o u  
e xpect  n atural phenomena to 
spread their  effects  from the 
m odern era back in to  h i story 
and to  be a characteri st ic  o f  a l l  
l and  masse s ?  Wouldn ' t  i t  be  
expected that a body  of legend,  

s tretching in  t ime,  would detai l 
the gri s ly  finds  over donkey ' s  
y ear' s ?  B al l  l ightn ing  i s  not  a 
modern American i n vent ion . 

A l b e rt Budden rep l i es to 

Anthony Bell 's letter: 

Anthony B e l l  is of c ourse qui te 
c o rrec t  i n  s ay i n g t h at b a l l 
l i g h t n i n g  i s  n o t  a m o d e rn 
American invention . However, 
w h at i s  a c o n t e m p o r ary  
d e v e l o p mt::n t  i s  t h e  med i a/ 
commu nicat ions network s .  We 
are n o t  l o o k i n g  at a n i m a l  
mut i la t ion c ases per se ,  but  
reports of  them.  

The po int  I am making i s  that  
there i s  a powerfu l  popu l i s t  
mythology a t  work that can 
promote the inc idence of rare 
p h e n o m e n a  such  as a n i  m a l  
muti l at ion ,  espec ia l ly  i f  i t  has 
a l l  of the gory and sensational is t  
a s p e c t s  of t h e s e  e v e n t s .  
Phenomena that have occurred 
rare l y  b u t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  are 
thrown into the publ ic spotl ight  
by sudden exposure and g i ve 
the impress ion  that there i s  a 
sudden upsurge i n  act i v i ty . 

R i tu a l i s t i c  c h i l d  abuse  and 
incest  are  good examples  of  
th is ,  as are  c rop c irc les  al so .  
A l so ,  such  publ ic i ty creates a 
pro l iferat ion of on-going copy­
c at events which feed the new 
mythology so that invest igators 
are confronted w ith  a m ixture 
of "pure " phenomena and 
t h o s e  c re a t e d  by h u m a n  
agency . 

Thi s  was i n  fac t  my opening 
p o i n t  in  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  
appe arance of  temporal  and 
geograph ical  concentrat ion s is  
much more a comment on both 
of  these confounding factors 
i . e .  med i a  publ i c i t y ,  wr i ter/ 
pub l i shers  w h o  h arne s s  the  
commerc i al potential  and  are 
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i n strumental  In  start ing  and 
m a i n t a i n i n g  a s e n s a t i o n a l 
mythology and human creations 
of the phenomena.  The l ac k  of  
a "body of  legend" around such 
n at u r a l  e l e c t r o t h e r m a l  
interact ions  i s  indicat ive  of  i t s  
t rue rari ty in  passed eras ,  and 
the absence of  g l obal medi a/ 
publ i sh ing networks .  

However, there are a l so  modern 
fac tors  w h i c h  have actu a l ly  
enhanced the  act ion of  such 
e lectromagnetic phenomena as 
b a l l l i g h t n i n g ,  as w e l l  a s  
i ntroduc ing  n ovel  forms of  i t .  

The pro l i ferat ion of electronic  
communicat i on networks  has 
i n t r o d u c e d  h i g h  e l e c t r o ­
m a g n e t i c  a re a s  i n t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  w h e re n o n e  
ex i sted in  pre- industrial  t ime s .  
M i c ro w ave  repeater s ,  rad ar 
i n stal l at i o n s ,  m i l i tary base s ,  
rad io-frequency tran smitters ,  
and e spec ia l ly  pylons due to 
their  vas t  number and wide 
r a n g e ,  are a l l s o u rc e s  o f  
e lectromagnet ism which were 
not  there "donkey y ears" ago,  
as Anthony B el l  puts  i t .  Such 
i n c r e a s e d  e l e c t r o m ag n e t i c  
presence ' s  i n  the l andscape not  
on l y  enhance the  formation and 
t h e r e fo re i n c r e a s e  t h e  
inc idence of  bal l  l ightning,  but  
I a m  c o n v i n c e d ,  a re 
i n s t ru menta l  i n  acc identa l l y  
produc in g  art i fic ial forms of  i t .  
That i s  to say, j u st as t h e  natural 
e l e c t r i c a l  f i e l d s  o f  
t h u nders torms  produce  b a l l  
l i gh t n i n g ,  s o  t h e  c o n stan t ly  
present  fie lds  from the  man­
made sources ment ioned above 
produce ELECTROFO R M S ­
a n  arti fic ia l  form of t h e  natural 
orig inal . Thi s  ties in wi th the 
a s s o c i at i o n  of u n i d e n t i fi e d  
l ights  in  t h e  s k y  and an imal  
mut i la t ion s .  Linda M ou l ton­
Howe take note .  
A lbert B udde n .  August 1 994 .  
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Roswell A Case Solved 

by Paul Fuller 
Paul Fuller is Editor of the 
Crop Watcher and co-author 
with Jenny Randles of Crop 
Circles A Mystery Solved. In 
his professional capacity Paul 
is a statistician with local 
government. 

The US General Account ing 
Office  i n vest igat ion in to the 
Roswel l  "UFO Crash" 

promot ing such a c la im many 
U F O l o g i s t s  ac c e p t e d  a n  
e n o r m o u s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o w a r d s  t h e  s u bj e c t  t o  
demon strate the h ighest  leve ls  
o f  o bj e c t i v i t y  a n d  
profe s s i o n al i s m .  N o w  t h o se 
respons ib i l i t ies  are being tested 
to the fu l l . 

During the past  few years the 
crescendo of c la im,  counter­
c l a i m  a n d  s p ec u l a t i o n  h a s  
reached such a fever pi tch that 
i n  1 99 3  a US C ongressman -
S teven Sch iff of New Mexico ­
chal lenged the US Department 
of  Defense to reveal  what it  
k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  e v e n t .  
D i ssat i sfied wi th the response 
h e  r e c e i v e d  C o n g re s s m a n  
Sch iff made a n  offic ial request  
to  the  US G o v e r n m e n t  
Account ing  Office (GAO) to 
f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  or n o t  
documentary ev idence e x i sted 
which  could account for the 
R o s w e l l  c l a i m .  H i s  act i o n s  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c t e d  
w idespread publ ic i ty ,  both i n  
the UFOl ogical press  and i n  
main stream media  sources such 
as the Washington Post (J an 
1 4 , 1 994) . UFO log i s t s  were 
qu ick to fo l low Sch iff' s lead 
w i th the ir  promot ion  of the  
" R o s w e l l  Dec l arat i o n "  - an 
appeal to the US Government 
to spi l l  the bean s on a c over-up 
which would make Watergate 
look l ike a c h i ldren·' s tea party . 
At  the same t i me Operat i on 
Right  to Know stepped up their  
publ ic  campaign to end the UFO 
" c o v e r  u p "  w i t h r e p e a t e d  
d e m o n s t rat i o n s  o u t s i de t h e  
Whi te House . 

B ack in  1 9 80 Charles  B er l i tz  
a n d  W i l l i a m M o o re f i r s t  
publici sed the claim that an al ien 
spacesh ip  crashed in the desert 
near Roswel l ,  New Mexico ,  in 
July 1 94 7,  and th at the United 
S tates Air Force covered-up 
the fact  that they had rec overed 
the spaceship  along w i th s i x  
a l i e n  b o d i e s .  E v e r  s i n c e  
U F O l o g y  h a s  w i t n e s s ed  an 
almost unchallenged promotion 
of th i s  cause ce lebre by some 
of its most prominent and v isible 
U FO researchers . The Roswel l  
case has been championed by 
n u merou s UFO researc hers , 
dozens of books and art ic les  
have  been wri tten about  the 
c ase and now there is even a 
maj o r  TV fi l m  about  t o  be 
l a u n c h e d  h e re in B r i t a i n  
fo l lowing i ts  release i n  the USA 
th i s  summer. It  i s  perhaps l ikely 
that to the general publ i c  the 
Roswel l  UFO crash is the one 
c a s e  w h i c h  i s  s e e n  to be 
representat ive  of UFOlogy and 
the ab i l i t i e s  of its researchers . 
To many observers the rea l i ty 
or  n o n  rea l i t y  o f  the  much 
vaunted Roswell  case  i s  enough In a somewhat surpri s ing move 
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conducting an aud i t  of  US Air 
Force records to d i scover what 
documentary ev idence e x i sted 
about the Roswel l  event .  What 
the GAO found has a lready 
generated further controversy 
and al legat ions of  a c over-up 
from d i s mayed UFO l ogi s t s .  

Methodology 

The GAO began i t s  aud i t  on 
F e b ru a r y  1 5 t h  1 9 9 4 . O n  
S eptember 8th Secretary t o  the 
Air Force She i la  E.  Widn al l  
announced the c omplet ion of  
the s tudy  w ith the re lease of a 
2 5  page  " M e mo ran d u m  for 
C orre s pondents"  wri t ten  by 
Colonel  R ichard Weaver .  Th i s  
m e m o ra n d u m  w a s  
accompanied by  a 1 ,000 page 
report in to the GAO' s find ings  
but th i s  art ic le  i s  based ent ire ly  
o n  R i c h ar d  L .  W e a v e r ' s 
summary rather than the fu l ler  
report . The report " i s  in tended 
to stand as the final  offic ia l  A i r  
Force response regard ing  th i s  
matter" . 

For reasons  the GAO go i n to i n  
some depth i t  w a s  not  poss ib le  
for  the  GAO t o  i n spect  al l 
offi c i al arch ives  wh ich might  
c o n t a i n  refe re n c e s  to  w h at 
happened at Roswel l .  In stead 
i t  was dec ided at a very early 
stage to concentrate the searc h 
o n  A i r  F o r c e  rec o r d s  a n d  
systems . The con sequence o f  
t h i s  i s  that the G A O  enqu i ry 
was  u n ab l e  t o  e x am i n e  U S  
Army archi ves ( e g  a t  the Whi te 
S ands  mis s i le test ing range) ,  
o r  the U S  A t o m i c  E n e r g y  
C ommiss ion  ( e g  i f  t h e  i nc ident  
was rea l ly  a covered up nuc lear 
acci dent) ,  as the U S AF d id  not 
have the authority to compel 
other agencies  to rev iew their  
rec ords and - even i f  they d id ­
they would not  have been able 
to verify the "completeness"  
of  any rec ord s  produced by 
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t h e s e  o t h e r  a ge n c i e s .  O f  
course, the pro Roswel l lobby 
w i l l  use t h i s  a d m i s s io n  to 
suggest  that al l  records of a 
ge n u i n e U F O  e v e n t  w e r e  
passed onto other agencies -
for example the CIA, who are 
known to have been i ntimate ly  
interested i n  the  UFO subj ect 
a s  l o n g  ago a s  t h e  1 9 5 1  
Robertson Panel s .  

T h e  G A O  b e g a n  t h e i r  
investigation with  a review of 
the existing l iterature, which 
the GAO noted was a lmost  
exclusively pro Roswel l .  Even  
at this  stage it  was  decided not  
to refute every s ingle claim 
made i n  the l i terature because 
"many of these claims appear 
to be hearsay, undocumented, 
taken out of  context ,  s e l f-

s e rv i n g ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  
dubious".  The GAO notes with 
a larm that  the  p ro Rosw e l l  
c laim h a s  multiple variations 
w i t h  p r i m a r y  r e s e a rc h e r s  
disagreeing over t h e  location 
of the site,  the date of the event 
and even the volume of the 
debris which was "recovered" . 
Throughout their  report the 
GAO claim that the Roswel l  
event was a story which j ust 
grew and grew, becoming more 
dramatic with each re-tel l ing.  

An "extens ive  archiva l  and 
records center  search" was 
in itiated by the Office of the 
Administrative Assistant to the 
S ecretary o f  the  Air  Force 
( S AF/ A A Z D ) .  T h e  
" r e c l a s s i fi c a t i o n  R e v i e w  
Team" had t h e  authori ty to 
d e c l a s s i fy a n y  c l a s s i fi e d  
documents they found i n  the 
most highly classified archives 
of the United S tates Air Force 
w hich related to the Roswel l  
even t .  These archives were 
located in the fol lowing U SAF 
Departments - the Directorate 
of Information Management,  

the Directorate of Electronics 
and Special  Programmes, Air 
F o r c e  S a fe t y ,  A i r  F o r c e  
H i s t o r i a n ,  A i r  F o r c e  
Inte l l igence, t h e  Directorate of 
W e a t h e r  a n d  e v e n  t h e  Air  
Force  O ff i c e  o f  S p e c i a l  
I nv e s t i g at i o n s  - a n  age n c y  
which h a s  been al leged by some 
UFOlogists to be i nvolved in  
U FO c o v e r - u p s  on s e v e r a l  
occas i o n s �  T h e  S AF/AAZD 
t e a m  h a d  h a d  p re v i o u s  
experience i n  searching for 
records re lating to POWs and 
M i s s i n g in A c t i o n  records  
relating to  the  Vietnam confl ict .  

The GAO appear to have been 
very concerned to demonstrate 
t h a t  no s u rv i v i n g  m i l i t ary 
w i tnesses avoided assisting in  
their  investigation for fear of  
reprisals if  they ta lked about 
what would undoubtedly have 
been a c lass ified operat ion .  
S e v e ra l  s u rv i v i n g  m i l i t a r y  
w i t n e s s e s  were i ssued  w i t h  
written authorizations which 
freed them from any previous 
security oaths which might have 
r e s t r i c t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

c l a s s i fi e d  i n fo r m a t i o n  
( p re s u m i n g  t h a t  s u c h 
restr ict ions existed) . During 
the course of the �nquiry the 
GAO t r a c k e d  d o w n  a n d  
interviewed several mi l i t ary 
witnesses,  including S heridan 
Cavitt,  Lt Col  (Retired), who is 
"the l ast l iving member of the 
t h r e e  p e o p l e  u n i v e r s a l l y  
ac k n o w l e d g e d  t o  h a v e  
recovered material  from the 
Foster Ranch" .  Back in  1 947 
C a v i t t w a s  a C o u n t e r  
Inte l l igence Corps Officer who 
was the fi rst to contact  the 
Roswe l l  Army Air  Fie ld  about 
the debris  - perhaps Cav i t t  
knew more than anyone e l se 
about w hat had really happened 
at Roswe l l  ? 

T h e  S A F/AA Z D  t e a m  
inspected numerous locations 
where it  was fe lt  that  surviv ing 
re cords  m ight  e x i s t .  T h e se 
locations included the National 
Archives in  Washington DC,  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P e r s o n n e l  
Records Centre i n  S t .  Louis ,  
the N a t i o n a l  Arc h i v e s  a n d  
Nat i o n a l  Records C e ntre a t  

Picture 1 .  Major J .A. Marcel with the ballon wreckage. Picture courtesy of 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 
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S u i t l a n d ,  M D ,  the  N a v a l  
R e s e a rc h L ab o r a t o r y  i n  
W ashington DC,  the Federal 
Records Centre i n  Fort Worth,  
the INSCOM Archi ves  at Fort 
M eade ( ? ?? ) ,  the Nat ional  Air  
a n d  S p ac e M u s e u m ,  
Washin gton DC,  the A i r  Force 
H i s tor ica l  Agency , M ax w e l l  
AFB , the Centre for Ai r  Force 
Hi story at B oi l ing AFB , Phi l l ips 
Laboratory , Hanscom AFB and 
K i r t l an d  A F B , R o m e  
Laboratory , Griffi ths  AFB and 
t h e  L i b r ar y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  
W as h i n g t o n  D C . The  G A O  
d i s c l aimed a n  abi l i ty to  search 
e very s ing le  poss ible  box  fi le  
or  fi lm ree l ,  but  as serted that  
the search was made at those 
locat ions  where such records 
would most  log ical l y  be foun d .  
I n v o l v e d  t h e  a s s i s t an c e  o f  
a rc h i v i s t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s a n d  
r e c o r d s  m a n a g e m e n t  
spec i a l i s t s ,  inc lud ing  people  
who had worked cont inuou s l y  
i n  Army a n d  Air  Force rec ords 
s ince 1 943 . 

Find ings 

The GAO enquiry concluded 
that "The Air  Force research 
fou nd absolute ly  no ind icat ion 
t h a t w h a t h a p p e n e d  n e a r 
Roswel l  in 1 947 ,  invo lved any 
type of extraterrestrial  craft " .  
H o w e v e r ,  d e s p i t e t h i s  n o t  
unexpected fi nd ing i t  i s  c lear 
from the offic ial report that the 
G A O  ac tu a l l y  a g r e e d  w i th 
UFOlogi sts that something odd 
did indeed occur at Roswe l l ,  
t h e  on ly  problem w a s  dec id ing  
what that someth ing  was . 

The GAO enqu i ry c la im to have 
inves t igated whether or not  the 
Roswe l l  event was an a i rp lane 
crash,  a miss i le  crash,  a nuclear 
acc ident  or an e xtraterrestr ia l  
craft . Presumably the fu l l l ,000 
page report w i l l  inc lude other 
poss ib le  exp lanat ions  for the 

event .  Accord ing to the GAO 
a i rp lane  crashes are a lways  
scrupulous ly  documented and 
that ( somewhat convenient l y )  
Air  S afety rec ords of bal l oon 
crashes  are kept for only fi ve 
years . The GAO reports that 
al l  U S AF offi c e s  who were 
c on tacted reported that  they 
had no informat ion re lat ing to 
S pec i al Acce s s  Programmes 
( S A P s )  w h i c h  re l a t e d  to 
e xtraterre stri al  spacecraft or 
a l iens .  Of course,  th i s  seems to 
exc lude the poss ib i l i ty that the 
U S AF might  hold informat ion 
which  rel ates to other k inds  of  
UFOs at Roswel l  that d idn ' t  
i nv o l ve ETs . 

The GAO report comments at 
length how pecu l iar it would be 
for the US m i l i tary to conduct a 
r e c o v e r y o f  t h e  m o s t  
sensat ional  d i sc ov ery i n  the  
h i story of the world wi thout  
generat ing the s l i ghtest  p iece 
of documentary material . The 
GAO found no ind icat ions  of 
unusual ac t i v i ty ,  l arge scale 
e xpenditure of  manpower or 
s e c u r i t y ,  or d o c u me n t at i o n 
rel at ing to an unu sual i nc ident ­
as might  be e xpected i f  a real 
a l i e n  s p a c e c r aft h ad b e e n  
rec o v e red . I n s t e ad C o l o n e l  
B l a n c h a rd , w h o  w a s  t h e  
c o mman d i n g o ffi c e r  o f  t h e  
509th bomb group based a t  
Roswel l  Army A i r  base and 
w h o  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  
personal ly involved i n  th i s  first 
e v e r  rec o v e r y  of a n  a l i e n 
device ,  went on leave on Ju ly  
8 th .  In add i t ion  Lt . General 
N a t h a n T w i n in g ,  t h e  
Commander o f  the Air  M aterie l  
Command (where, logical ly ,  the 
"debri s" would be sent) ,  went  
to a p re a r ra n g e d  B o m b  
C o mmanders Course on the 
same day . Twining, if you recal l ,  
was the  US General who l ater 
i s sued that v ery pecu l i ar "top 
secret" briefing note ( S ept 23 
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1 94 7 )  about how UFOs were 
" s o m e t h i n g  r e a l  a n d  n o t  
v i s i o n ary o r  fi c t i t i ou s " .  A s  
Ph i l ip K l ass  poi nts  out ,  i f  the 
Roswe l l  obj ec t  was a real  a l ien  
spaceship why d id  Twining fai l  
t o  report th i s  in  h i s  subsequent 
briefing note ? 

Project Mogul 

Very early on in the GAO ' s 
searc h the S AF/ AAZD team 
fou nd e v i de n c e  o f  b a l l o o n  
testing at Alamogordo AAF and 
W h i te S an d s  m i s s i l e  ran g e  
dur ing  J u n e  and J u l y  1 94 7 .  
These tests  were men tioned i n  
t h e  or ig i n al J u l y  1 Oth  1 94 7 
A l a m o g o r d o  N e w s ,  a n d  
i n v o l v e d  " c o n s t a n t  l e v e l  
bal l oons"  which were part o f  a 
proj ec t  i n v o l v i n g  New York 
U n i v e r s i t y a n d  W a t s o n  
L a b o r a t o r i e s .  A 1 9 4 6  
memoran d u m  a l s o  su rface d  
which described the constant 
alt i tude bal loon project  in  more 
d e t a i l .  T h e  p r oj e c t  w a s  
class ified a s  "top secret priority 
1 A " .  T h e  p r oj e c t  w a s  
d e v e l o p e d  t o  d e t e c t  w e ak 
v ibrat ions  from Soviet  nuclear 
d e t o n at i o n s  i n  t h e  u p p e r  
a tmosph ere . 1 94 7  w a s  the  
he ight  of the Cold  War so the  
Sovie t  border was c l osed to a l l  
fo re i g n e r s  - t h u s  b a l l o o n  
t e c h n o l o g y  w a s t h e  o n l y  
feas ib le  way o f  detec t ing  such 
t e s t s . T h e  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  
de tec t i n g  n u c l ear  t e s t s  h ad 
b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  b y  a D r  
M aurice Ewing a t  Columbi a 
Uni vers i ty  two years earl ier .  

The GAO enquiry tracked down 
three surv i v ing members of 
Projec t  Mogul  - Dr Athel stan 
F .  S p i l h au s e ,  t h e  p r oj e c t  
engineer,  Professor  Charles  B .  
Moore and Colonel  A lbert C .  
Trakowski ,  the mi l i tary proj ect  
offi c e r  i n vo l v e d .  A l l  t h re e  
members of t h e  Mogul  team 
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t h e s e  o t h e r  a ge n c i e s .  O f  
course, the pro Roswel l lobby 
w i l l  use t h i s  a d m i s s io n  to 
suggest  that al l  records of a 
ge n u i n e U F O  e v e n t  w e r e  
passed onto other agencies -
for example the CIA, who are 
known to have been i ntimate ly  
interested i n  the  UFO subj ect 
a s  l o n g  ago a s  t h e  1 9 5 1  
Robertson Panel s .  

T h e  G A O  b e g a n  t h e i r  
investigation with  a review of 
the existing l iterature, which 
the GAO noted was a lmost  
exclusively pro Roswel l .  Even  
at this  stage it  was  decided not  
to refute every s ingle claim 
made i n  the l i terature because 
"many of these claims appear 
to be hearsay, undocumented, 
taken out of  context ,  s e l f-

s e rv i n g ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  
dubious".  The GAO notes with 
a larm that  the  p ro Rosw e l l  
c laim h a s  multiple variations 
w i t h  p r i m a r y  r e s e a rc h e r s  
disagreeing over t h e  location 
of the site,  the date of the event 
and even the volume of the 
debris which was "recovered" . 
Throughout their  report the 
GAO claim that the Roswel l  
event was a story which j ust 
grew and grew, becoming more 
dramatic with each re-tel l ing.  

An "extens ive  archiva l  and 
records center  search" was 
in itiated by the Office of the 
Administrative Assistant to the 
S ecretary o f  the  Air  Force 
( S AF/ A A Z D ) .  T h e  
" r e c l a s s i fi c a t i o n  R e v i e w  
Team" had t h e  authori ty to 
d e c l a s s i fy a n y  c l a s s i fi e d  
documents they found i n  the 
most highly classified archives 
of the United S tates Air Force 
w hich related to the Roswel l  
even t .  These archives were 
located in the fol lowing U SAF 
Departments - the Directorate 
of Information Management,  

the Directorate of Electronics 
and Special  Programmes, Air 
F o r c e  S a fe t y ,  A i r  F o r c e  
H i s t o r i a n ,  A i r  F o r c e  
Inte l l igence, t h e  Directorate of 
W e a t h e r  a n d  e v e n  t h e  Air  
Force  O ff i c e  o f  S p e c i a l  
I nv e s t i g at i o n s  - a n  age n c y  
which h a s  been al leged by some 
UFOlogists to be i nvolved in  
U FO c o v e r - u p s  on s e v e r a l  
occas i o n s �  T h e  S AF/AAZD 
t e a m  h a d  h a d  p re v i o u s  
experience i n  searching for 
records re lating to POWs and 
M i s s i n g in A c t i o n  records  
relating to  the  Vietnam confl ict .  

The GAO appear to have been 
very concerned to demonstrate 
t h a t  no s u rv i v i n g  m i l i t ary 
w i tnesses avoided assisting in  
their  investigation for fear of  
reprisals if  they ta lked about 
what would undoubtedly have 
been a c lass ified operat ion .  
S e v e ra l  s u rv i v i n g  m i l i t a r y  
w i t n e s s e s  were i ssued  w i t h  
written authorizations which 
freed them from any previous 
security oaths which might have 
r e s t r i c t e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

c l a s s i fi e d  i n fo r m a t i o n  
( p re s u m i n g  t h a t  s u c h 
restr ict ions existed) . During 
the course of the �nquiry the 
GAO t r a c k e d  d o w n  a n d  
interviewed several mi l i t ary 
witnesses,  including S heridan 
Cavitt,  Lt Col  (Retired), who is 
"the l ast l iving member of the 
t h r e e  p e o p l e  u n i v e r s a l l y  
ac k n o w l e d g e d  t o  h a v e  
recovered material  from the 
Foster Ranch" .  Back in  1 947 
C a v i t t w a s  a C o u n t e r  
Inte l l igence Corps Officer who 
was the fi rst to contact  the 
Roswe l l  Army Air  Fie ld  about 
the debris  - perhaps Cav i t t  
knew more than anyone e l se 
about w hat had really happened 
at Roswe l l  ? 

T h e  S A F/AA Z D  t e a m  
inspected numerous locations 
where it  was fe lt  that  surviv ing 
re cords  m ight  e x i s t .  T h e se 
locations included the National 
Archives in  Washington DC,  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P e r s o n n e l  
Records Centre i n  S t .  Louis ,  
the N a t i o n a l  Arc h i v e s  a n d  
Nat i o n a l  Records C e ntre a t  

Picture 1 .  Major J .A. Marcel with the ballon wreckage. Picture courtesy of 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 
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S u i t l a n d ,  M D ,  the  N a v a l  
R e s e a rc h L ab o r a t o r y  i n  
W ashington DC,  the Federal 
Records Centre i n  Fort Worth,  
the INSCOM Archi ves  at Fort 
M eade ( ? ?? ) ,  the Nat ional  Air  
a n d  S p ac e M u s e u m ,  
Washin gton DC,  the A i r  Force 
H i s tor ica l  Agency , M ax w e l l  
AFB , the Centre for Ai r  Force 
Hi story at B oi l ing AFB , Phi l l ips 
Laboratory , Hanscom AFB and 
K i r t l an d  A F B , R o m e  
Laboratory , Griffi ths  AFB and 
t h e  L i b r ar y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  
W as h i n g t o n  D C . The  G A O  
d i s c l aimed a n  abi l i ty to  search 
e very s ing le  poss ible  box  fi le  
or  fi lm ree l ,  but  as serted that  
the search was made at those 
locat ions  where such records 
would most  log ical l y  be foun d .  
I n v o l v e d  t h e  a s s i s t an c e  o f  
a rc h i v i s t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s a n d  
r e c o r d s  m a n a g e m e n t  
spec i a l i s t s ,  inc lud ing  people  
who had worked cont inuou s l y  
i n  Army a n d  Air  Force rec ords 
s ince 1 943 . 

Find ings 

The GAO enquiry concluded 
that "The Air  Force research 
fou nd absolute ly  no ind icat ion 
t h a t w h a t h a p p e n e d  n e a r 
Roswel l  in 1 947 ,  invo lved any 
type of extraterrestrial  craft " .  
H o w e v e r ,  d e s p i t e t h i s  n o t  
unexpected fi nd ing i t  i s  c lear 
from the offic ial report that the 
G A O  ac tu a l l y  a g r e e d  w i th 
UFOlogi sts that something odd 
did indeed occur at Roswe l l ,  
t h e  on ly  problem w a s  dec id ing  
what that someth ing  was . 

The GAO enqu i ry c la im to have 
inves t igated whether or not  the 
Roswe l l  event was an a i rp lane 
crash,  a miss i le  crash,  a nuclear 
acc ident  or an e xtraterrestr ia l  
craft . Presumably the fu l l l ,000 
page report w i l l  inc lude other 
poss ib le  exp lanat ions  for the 

event .  Accord ing to the GAO 
a i rp lane  crashes are a lways  
scrupulous ly  documented and 
that ( somewhat convenient l y )  
Air  S afety rec ords of bal l oon 
crashes  are kept for only fi ve 
years . The GAO reports that 
al l  U S AF offi c e s  who were 
c on tacted reported that  they 
had no informat ion re lat ing to 
S pec i al Acce s s  Programmes 
( S A P s )  w h i c h  re l a t e d  to 
e xtraterre stri al  spacecraft or 
a l iens .  Of course,  th i s  seems to 
exc lude the poss ib i l i ty that the 
U S AF might  hold informat ion 
which  rel ates to other k inds  of  
UFOs at Roswel l  that d idn ' t  
i nv o l ve ETs . 

The GAO report comments at 
length how pecu l iar it would be 
for the US m i l i tary to conduct a 
r e c o v e r y o f  t h e  m o s t  
sensat ional  d i sc ov ery i n  the  
h i story of the world wi thout  
generat ing the s l i ghtest  p iece 
of documentary material . The 
GAO found no ind icat ions  of 
unusual ac t i v i ty ,  l arge scale 
e xpenditure of  manpower or 
s e c u r i t y ,  or d o c u me n t at i o n 
rel at ing to an unu sual i nc ident ­
as might  be e xpected i f  a real 
a l i e n  s p a c e c r aft h ad b e e n  
rec o v e red . I n s t e ad C o l o n e l  
B l a n c h a rd , w h o  w a s  t h e  
c o mman d i n g o ffi c e r  o f  t h e  
509th bomb group based a t  
Roswel l  Army A i r  base and 
w h o  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  b e e n  
personal ly involved i n  th i s  first 
e v e r  rec o v e r y  of a n  a l i e n 
device ,  went on leave on Ju ly  
8 th .  In add i t ion  Lt . General 
N a t h a n T w i n in g ,  t h e  
Commander o f  the Air  M aterie l  
Command (where, logical ly ,  the 
"debri s" would be sent) ,  went  
to a p re a r ra n g e d  B o m b  
C o mmanders Course on the 
same day . Twining, if you recal l ,  
was the  US General who l ater 
i s sued that v ery pecu l i ar "top 
secret" briefing note ( S ept 23 
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1 94 7 )  about how UFOs were 
" s o m e t h i n g  r e a l  a n d  n o t  
v i s i o n ary o r  fi c t i t i ou s " .  A s  
Ph i l ip K l ass  poi nts  out ,  i f  the 
Roswe l l  obj ec t  was a real  a l ien  
spaceship why d id  Twining fai l  
t o  report th i s  in  h i s  subsequent 
briefing note ? 

Project Mogul 

Very early on in the GAO ' s 
searc h the S AF/ AAZD team 
fou nd e v i de n c e  o f  b a l l o o n  
testing at Alamogordo AAF and 
W h i te S an d s  m i s s i l e  ran g e  
dur ing  J u n e  and J u l y  1 94 7 .  
These tests  were men tioned i n  
t h e  or ig i n al J u l y  1 Oth  1 94 7 
A l a m o g o r d o  N e w s ,  a n d  
i n v o l v e d  " c o n s t a n t  l e v e l  
bal l oons"  which were part o f  a 
proj ec t  i n v o l v i n g  New York 
U n i v e r s i t y a n d  W a t s o n  
L a b o r a t o r i e s .  A 1 9 4 6  
memoran d u m  a l s o  su rface d  
which described the constant 
alt i tude bal loon project  in  more 
d e t a i l .  T h e  p r oj e c t  w a s  
class ified a s  "top secret priority 
1 A " .  T h e  p r oj e c t  w a s  
d e v e l o p e d  t o  d e t e c t  w e ak 
v ibrat ions  from Soviet  nuclear 
d e t o n at i o n s  i n  t h e  u p p e r  
a tmosph ere . 1 94 7  w a s  the  
he ight  of the Cold  War so the  
Sovie t  border was c l osed to a l l  
fo re i g n e r s  - t h u s  b a l l o o n  
t e c h n o l o g y  w a s t h e  o n l y  
feas ib le  way o f  detec t ing  such 
t e s t s . T h e  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  
de tec t i n g  n u c l ear  t e s t s  h ad 
b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  b y  a D r  
M aurice Ewing a t  Columbi a 
Uni vers i ty  two years earl ier .  

The GAO enquiry tracked down 
three surv i v ing members of 
Projec t  Mogul  - Dr Athel stan 
F .  S p i l h au s e ,  t h e  p r oj e c t  
engineer,  Professor  Charles  B .  
Moore and Colonel  A lbert C .  
Trakowski ,  the mi l i tary proj ect  
offi c e r  i n vo l v e d .  A l l  t h re e  
members of t h e  Mogul  team 
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descr ibed thei r  ac t i v i t ies  and 
the unusual  payloads c arried 
by their bal loon s .  According to 
surv i v i n g  rec ord s some tes t  
fl ights  were not  l ogged and,  
because o f  the sen s i t i ve nature 
of the proj ect ,  the equ ipment 
w a s  n o t  m a r k e d  to a v o i d  
ident ificat ion  o f  the project ' s 
e x i s tence and true pu rpo s e .  
The b a l l oo n s  often c arr ied  
h o m e - m ad e  radar  t a r g e t s  
con structed o u t  of  a lumin ium 
fo i l ,  fo i l -backed paper, c oated 
bal sa wood, tape ,  ny lon twine 
and s w i ve l s .  S ome even had 
p u r p l i s h  p i n k  t ap e  w i t h 
attrac t ive  symbol s  - a mot if  
which  appears repeatedly  i n  
much of t h e  key test imony u sed 
to s u pp o rt the pro R o s we l l  
posit ion . 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  P r o fe s s o r  
Charles  M oore, the neoprene 
bal loons  they u sed degraded 
quickly  i n  the strong desert 
sun l ight ,  turn ing from a mi lky  
whi te to a dark brown which  
resembled "dark gray , b lack 
fl ake s or ashes" wi th in  d ay s .  
He  recal led that the neoprene 
material also emi tted an acrid 
sme l l  w h i l st recovered radar 
targets  soon became d i spersed 
by surface w in d s .  Professor  
M oore pos i t ive ly  identified the 
material  i n  the photograph of 
G e n e r a l  R a me y ' s i n fa m o u s  
pre s s  c onference as b e i n g  the 
shredded remain s  of  a mul t i ­
neoprene bal loon train ( se veral 
bal l oons  attached to each other) 
w i th mu l t ip le  radar reflectors .  
A s  a demon strat ion  of  h o w  
exhau s t i ve t h e  G A O  enqu i ry 
w a s ,  members  o f  the  S AF/ 
A AZD team even managed to 
obtain a surv i v ing e xample of a 
typ ical ba l l oon assembly used 
in l ater tes t s  w h i c h  c l o se ly  
re sembled the  1 94 7 ba l l oon 
launches . Th i s  was shown to 
be s i m i l ar to the debri s that 
appeared i n  the  Fort Worth 

S tar-Te legram photograph that 
depicted Genera ls  R amey and 
M arce l  i n spect ing  the debri s 
during the press  conference .  

I t  i s  i nterest ing to note  tha t  the  
GAO enqui ry fai led to find any 
d i rect ev idence that the UFO 
crash story had been an offic ial 
pre - p l anned c o ve r  s tory for 
P r oj e c t  M o g u l .  T h e  G A O  
attribute the m i s lead ing  press  
re lease about a "captured fly ing 
d i sk" to an _"over-react ion" on 
the part of  Colonel  B l anchard 
a n d  M aj o r M a r c e l , w h o  
u n fortu n ate l y  are n o w  both  
dead . I t  has to be said that  th i s  
does  seem r a t h e r  s t r a n g e . 
Could i t  be that these key actors 
( along  wi th  S heridan Cav i t ,  
perhaps ?) knew prec i se ly  what 
Proj ect  M ogul  was and they 
knew that they had to d i scred i t  
the  d i s c overy of  the  Mogul  
technology a t  any  cos t  ? If  so ,  
th i s  wou ld  suggest  that the  u se 
of the emot ive  UFO mythology 
to c o v e r  s e c r e t  m i l i t a ry  
act i v i t ies  was fi rst appl ied less  
than two weeks after Kenneth 
Arno ld '  s seminal  s ight ing - the 
s ight ing which  fi rst bought to 
the attent ion of the world that 
" fly ing  saucers" e x i sted . 

The GAO are at some pains  to 
point out that many of the more 
exot ic  c l a ims about  Roswe l l  
w ere made b y  p e o p l e  w h o  
d e s i re d  an o n y m i ty b e c a u s e  
( al l eged l y )  death threats had 
been made agains t  those i n  the 
k n o w  to k e e p  t h e m  fr o m  
talking . A s  the GAO points  out,  
these al leged threats didn ' t  stop 
numerous other wi tnes ses  from 
coming forward to confirm the 
real i ty of the UFO crash ,  even 
though not  one person has been 
s h o w n  t o  h a v e  d i e d ,  
d i s a p p e a r e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e 
suffered due to mak i n g  pro 
Roswe l l  s tatements  over the 
past  47 years . The report notes 
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w ry l y  t h a t s o m e  of t h e s e  
w i tn e s s e s  ( e g  the  notori o u s  
Gerald Anderson) were even 
shown to be fakes  by UFO 
re searc h ers . 

Evalu ation 

The GAO inquiry seems to have 
b e e n  a v e r y  t h o r o u g h  a n d  
p r o fe s s i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  
USAF arc h i ves . The Project  
Mogu l exp l anat ion seems,  on 
the face of it ,  to go a long way 
to expla in ing  much of what i s  
c l a imed to have taken p lace .  
Almost al l of thi s  extra-ordinary 
c la im re l ie s  on memories of 
events which took p lace al most 
fi fty years ago.� yet  wi th  the 
except ion of l ocal  press  reports 
( w h i c h  w e re s u b s e q u e n t l y  
c o n t r ad i c t e d )  t h e  l a c k  o f  
c o n te m p o rary d o c u me n t ary 
ev idence i s  a larming . Another 
prob lem with the pro Roswe l l  
c a s e  i s  t h a t  many of t h e  c l aims 
seem to have orig inated from a 
handfu l  of peop le  who - for 
some unaccountable reason -
most ly  d idn ' t  come forward 
unt i l  after the Roswe l l  case had 
ach i e ved n at ional  and i n ter­
national publ ic i ty fol lowing the 
publ icat ion of "The Roswe l l  
Inc ident" in  1 980 .  I f  a real al ien 
spaceship  crashed at Roswe l l  
in  1 947 why d id  i t  take over 
th i rty years for almost  ALL 
the support i n g  w i t n e s s e s  to  
come forward and  make the i r  
aston i s h i ng c l aims  ? 

D e s p i te t h i s  n e g a t i v e  
c o n c l u s i o n i t  h a s t o  b e  
ac know ledged that there are 
s t i l l  m a n y  u n a n s w e re d  
ques t ions  about the Roswe l l  
i n c i dent  - s u c h  as w h y  d i d  
General s Ramey and M arce l  
i s sue s u c h  a n  aston i sh ing  press 
release,  or why have so many 
witnesses  c l ai med to have seen 
dead alien bodies  when none 
e x i s ted . I f  all that happened at  
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Roswe l l  was that a handfu l  of 
c h a n c e  w i t n e s s e s  b e c a m e  
embroi led in  the rec overy of 
s o m e  u n u s u a l b a l l o o n  
tec hnol ogy why d id  th i s event  
spawn tales of rec overed al ien 
bod ies  and a c aptured a l ien  
s p ac e s h i p  ? I f  the  M o g u l  
exp lanat ion works ,  why have 
so fe w c rash retr ieval  c l aims 
b e e n  r e p o r t e d  fro m o t h e r  
countries ? The Uni ted S tates 
h a s  no m o n o p o l y  on t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a d v a n c e d  
bal l oon techno logy - and there 
are p lenty of reg imes  around 
the world where people who 
stumble across unusual mi l i tary 
h a r d w a r e  a re q u i c k l y  
persuaded not  t o  ta lk  about  
what they have seen - so why 
made  t h e  R o s w e l l  c a s e  so  
u n i que ? 

A l ready a number  of o ther  
problems have  been rai sed by  
UFOlogis t s .  

1 .  The GAO i n ve st i gat ion was  
very l i mi ted in  terms of which  
agencies i t  cou ld  force to reveal 
documents eg i f  the CIA had 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t t h e  R o s w e l l 
inc ident real ly  was a spacesh ip  
crash the GAO enqu iry would  
n o t  h a v e  u n c o v e re d  s u c h  
e v i dence . 

2 .  It seems very strange that  
the Project  Mogul  exp lanat ion 
has only emerged now,  47 years 
l ater .  If al l that happened i n  
1 94 7 was  that a top  secret  
bal loon proj ect  needed to be 
c o vered up why d i dn ' t  th i s  
exp lanat ion emerge say ten or 
twenty years ago ? 

3 .  It seems someth ing  of an 
e xtraord inary co inc idence that 
the Proj ect  Mogul  exp lan at ion 
was  fi rst  uncovered by two 
UFO researchers ,  one of whom 
happened to be married to a 
l e a d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  

C o n g re s sman  S c h i ff ' s o w n  
staff ! 

4 .  Colonel Richard Weaver, the 
USAF officer who complied the 
GAO press  re lease th i s  art ic le  
i s  based on ,  has  prev i ou s l y  
d i s c l a i med t h e  e x i s tence of  
d o c u m e n t s  re l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
Roswe l l  event ,  y e t  n o w  a 1 ,000 
page report has been produced 
on th i s  same c ase . Even the 
most diehard of skept ics  has to 
admit that this real ly  IS pecul iar 
! 

5 .  I t  has even been suggested 
by some French skepti c s  that 
Project  Mogul  u sed captured 
1 apanese Po W s - two years 
after the end of  the war - hence 
the need to keep the whole  
th ing very quiet  ! 

H o w e v e r  o n e  v i e w s  t h e  
outcome of the G A O  enqu i ry 
no one wi l l  be surpri sed to learn 
t h at  t h e  G A O  g o e s  on t o  
q u e s t i o n  t h e  a c t i o n s  a n d  
beh av i our of  the lead ing  pro­
Roswe l l  researchers . I t  points  
out that Congres sman Sch iff 
d idn ' t  know that there was no 
mention of the Roswe l l  event  
in  any of the ear ly  USAF UFO 
projects  or that the event had 
not been promoted by anyone 
unti l  M ajor  Jesse M arcel  so ld  
h i s  pro-Roswe l l  s tory to the  
"National  Enqu i rer" i n  1 9 7 8 .  
Why no.t ? Presu mably becau se 
leading researchers d idn ' t  tel l 
h i m .  Accord i ng to the GAO 
report some of UFO l o g i s t '  s 
most voc iferou s pro Roswel l  
proponents have been abu s ing  
wi tnesses  test imony for years . 

A pri me example i s  whether 
offi cer I rv ing  Newton ( l ater 
to become a Maj or) ,  who c l aims 
that h is  descri pt ion of  how he 
was  s u m m o n e d  by Genera l  
Ramey to ident ify the debr is  in  
h i s  o ffice  h a s  been gros s l y  

T h e  N e w  UFOiogist.  I ssue 2.  

misrepresented by UFOl ogis ts .  
Newton states 

" . . .  I walked into the Gene ral ' s  
offi c e  where th i s  s u p p o sed 
fly ing  saucer was ly ing  al l  over  
the  fl oor .  As  soon as I saw i t ,  I 
g iggled and asked i f  that was 
the fl y ing saucer . . .  I to ld them 
that this  was a bal loon and a 
RA WIN target" 

Later Newton stated 

" . . .  w h i le I was examining the 
d e b r i s ,  M aj o r M ar c e l  w a s 
p icking up p ieces  of the target 
s t icks  and try ing  to conv ince 
me that some notat ions  on the 
s t i c k s  w e re a l i e n  w r i t i n g s .  
There w e re fi g u re s  o n  t h e  
s t i c k s .  l av e n d e r  o r  p i n k i n  
co lour,  appeared to b e  weather 
faded markings ,  w i th no rhyme 
or reason ( s i c ) .  He  d id  n o t  
conv ince  m e  t h a t  these were 
al ien wri t ing s . "  

I t  seems apparent  from t h i s  
one h ighly instruct ive comment 
that i t  was M aj or M arcel  who 
was a major  component i n  the 
fly ing  saucer crash story which 
was to  develop .  Newton added 

" . . .  During the ensuing years I 
have been interviewed by many 
authors ,  I have been quoted 
a n d  m i s q u o t e d . T h e  fac t s  
remain a s  ind icated above .  I 
was not  i nfluenced during the 
orig inal interview,  nor today , to 
prov ide any th ing  but what I 
know to be true ,  that i s ,  the 
m a t e r i a l  I saw in G e n e r a l  
R a m e y ' s  o ffi c e  w a s  t h e  
rem a i n s  o f  a b a l loon a n d  a 
RA W I N  target . "  

A s  a l l  UFOlog i sts  know,  i n  
UFOlogy a l i t t le myth-making 
a lway s  goes a long l ong way . 
T h e  a p p a re n t  m i s re p r e ­
sentat ion o f  Irv ing Newton ' s  
test imony seems to be a cru c i al 
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descr ibed thei r  ac t i v i t ies  and 
the unusual  payloads c arried 
by their bal loon s .  According to 
surv i v i n g  rec ord s some tes t  
fl ights  were not  l ogged and,  
because o f  the sen s i t i ve nature 
of the proj ect ,  the equ ipment 
w a s  n o t  m a r k e d  to a v o i d  
ident ificat ion  o f  the project ' s 
e x i s tence and true pu rpo s e .  
The b a l l oo n s  often c arr ied  
h o m e - m ad e  radar  t a r g e t s  
con structed o u t  of  a lumin ium 
fo i l ,  fo i l -backed paper, c oated 
bal sa wood, tape ,  ny lon twine 
and s w i ve l s .  S ome even had 
p u r p l i s h  p i n k  t ap e  w i t h 
attrac t ive  symbol s  - a mot if  
which  appears repeatedly  i n  
much of t h e  key test imony u sed 
to s u pp o rt the pro R o s we l l  
posit ion . 

A c c o rd i n g  t o  P r o fe s s o r  
Charles  M oore, the neoprene 
bal loons  they u sed degraded 
quickly  i n  the strong desert 
sun l ight ,  turn ing from a mi lky  
whi te to a dark brown which  
resembled "dark gray , b lack 
fl ake s or ashes" wi th in  d ay s .  
He  recal led that the neoprene 
material also emi tted an acrid 
sme l l  w h i l st recovered radar 
targets  soon became d i spersed 
by surface w in d s .  Professor  
M oore pos i t ive ly  identified the 
material  i n  the photograph of 
G e n e r a l  R a me y ' s i n fa m o u s  
pre s s  c onference as b e i n g  the 
shredded remain s  of  a mul t i ­
neoprene bal loon train ( se veral 
bal l oons  attached to each other) 
w i th mu l t ip le  radar reflectors .  
A s  a demon strat ion  of  h o w  
exhau s t i ve t h e  G A O  enqu i ry 
w a s ,  members  o f  the  S AF/ 
A AZD team even managed to 
obtain a surv i v ing e xample of a 
typ ical ba l l oon assembly used 
in l ater tes t s  w h i c h  c l o se ly  
re sembled the  1 94 7 ba l l oon 
launches . Th i s  was shown to 
be s i m i l ar to the debri s that 
appeared i n  the  Fort Worth 

S tar-Te legram photograph that 
depicted Genera ls  R amey and 
M arce l  i n spect ing  the debri s 
during the press  conference .  

I t  i s  i nterest ing to note  tha t  the  
GAO enqui ry fai led to find any 
d i rect ev idence that the UFO 
crash story had been an offic ial 
pre - p l anned c o ve r  s tory for 
P r oj e c t  M o g u l .  T h e  G A O  
attribute the m i s lead ing  press  
re lease about a "captured fly ing 
d i sk" to an _"over-react ion" on 
the part of  Colonel  B l anchard 
a n d  M aj o r M a r c e l , w h o  
u n fortu n ate l y  are n o w  both  
dead . I t  has to be said that  th i s  
does  seem r a t h e r  s t r a n g e . 
Could i t  be that these key actors 
( along  wi th  S heridan Cav i t ,  
perhaps ?) knew prec i se ly  what 
Proj ect  M ogul  was and they 
knew that they had to d i scred i t  
the  d i s c overy of  the  Mogul  
technology a t  any  cos t  ? If  so ,  
th i s  wou ld  suggest  that the  u se 
of the emot ive  UFO mythology 
to c o v e r  s e c r e t  m i l i t a ry  
act i v i t ies  was fi rst appl ied less  
than two weeks after Kenneth 
Arno ld '  s seminal  s ight ing - the 
s ight ing which  fi rst bought to 
the attent ion of the world that 
" fly ing  saucers" e x i sted . 

The GAO are at some pains  to 
point out that many of the more 
exot ic  c l a ims about  Roswe l l  
w ere made b y  p e o p l e  w h o  
d e s i re d  an o n y m i ty b e c a u s e  
( al l eged l y )  death threats had 
been made agains t  those i n  the 
k n o w  to k e e p  t h e m  fr o m  
talking . A s  the GAO points  out,  
these al leged threats didn ' t  stop 
numerous other wi tnes ses  from 
coming forward to confirm the 
real i ty of the UFO crash ,  even 
though not  one person has been 
s h o w n  t o  h a v e  d i e d ,  
d i s a p p e a r e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e 
suffered due to mak i n g  pro 
Roswe l l  s tatements  over the 
past  47 years . The report notes 
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w ry l y  t h a t s o m e  of t h e s e  
w i tn e s s e s  ( e g  the  notori o u s  
Gerald Anderson) were even 
shown to be fakes  by UFO 
re searc h ers . 

Evalu ation 

The GAO inquiry seems to have 
b e e n  a v e r y  t h o r o u g h  a n d  
p r o fe s s i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  
USAF arc h i ves . The Project  
Mogu l exp l anat ion seems,  on 
the face of it ,  to go a long way 
to expla in ing  much of what i s  
c l a imed to have taken p lace .  
Almost al l of thi s  extra-ordinary 
c la im re l ie s  on memories of 
events which took p lace al most 
fi fty years ago.� yet  wi th  the 
except ion of l ocal  press  reports 
( w h i c h  w e re s u b s e q u e n t l y  
c o n t r ad i c t e d )  t h e  l a c k  o f  
c o n te m p o rary d o c u me n t ary 
ev idence i s  a larming . Another 
prob lem with the pro Roswe l l  
c a s e  i s  t h a t  many of t h e  c l aims 
seem to have orig inated from a 
handfu l  of peop le  who - for 
some unaccountable reason -
most ly  d idn ' t  come forward 
unt i l  after the Roswe l l  case had 
ach i e ved n at ional  and i n ter­
national publ ic i ty fol lowing the 
publ icat ion of "The Roswe l l  
Inc ident" in  1 980 .  I f  a real al ien 
spaceship  crashed at Roswe l l  
in  1 947 why d id  i t  take over 
th i rty years for almost  ALL 
the support i n g  w i t n e s s e s  to  
come forward and  make the i r  
aston i s h i ng c l aims  ? 

D e s p i te t h i s  n e g a t i v e  
c o n c l u s i o n i t  h a s t o  b e  
ac know ledged that there are 
s t i l l  m a n y  u n a n s w e re d  
ques t ions  about the Roswe l l  
i n c i dent  - s u c h  as w h y  d i d  
General s Ramey and M arce l  
i s sue s u c h  a n  aston i sh ing  press 
release,  or why have so many 
witnesses  c l ai med to have seen 
dead alien bodies  when none 
e x i s ted . I f  all that happened at  
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Roswe l l  was that a handfu l  of 
c h a n c e  w i t n e s s e s  b e c a m e  
embroi led in  the rec overy of 
s o m e  u n u s u a l b a l l o o n  
tec hnol ogy why d id  th i s event  
spawn tales of rec overed al ien 
bod ies  and a c aptured a l ien  
s p ac e s h i p  ? I f  the  M o g u l  
exp lanat ion works ,  why have 
so fe w c rash retr ieval  c l aims 
b e e n  r e p o r t e d  fro m o t h e r  
countries ? The Uni ted S tates 
h a s  no m o n o p o l y  on t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a d v a n c e d  
bal l oon techno logy - and there 
are p lenty of reg imes  around 
the world where people who 
stumble across unusual mi l i tary 
h a r d w a r e  a re q u i c k l y  
persuaded not  t o  ta lk  about  
what they have seen - so why 
made  t h e  R o s w e l l  c a s e  so  
u n i que ? 

A l ready a number  of o ther  
problems have  been rai sed by  
UFOlogis t s .  

1 .  The GAO i n ve st i gat ion was  
very l i mi ted in  terms of which  
agencies i t  cou ld  force to reveal 
documents eg i f  the CIA had 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t t h e  R o s w e l l 
inc ident real ly  was a spacesh ip  
crash the GAO enqu iry would  
n o t  h a v e  u n c o v e re d  s u c h  
e v i dence . 

2 .  It seems very strange that  
the Project  Mogul  exp lanat ion 
has only emerged now,  47 years 
l ater .  If al l that happened i n  
1 94 7 was  that a top  secret  
bal loon proj ect  needed to be 
c o vered up why d i dn ' t  th i s  
exp lanat ion emerge say ten or 
twenty years ago ? 

3 .  It seems someth ing  of an 
e xtraord inary co inc idence that 
the Proj ect  Mogul  exp lan at ion 
was  fi rst  uncovered by two 
UFO researchers ,  one of whom 
happened to be married to a 
l e a d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  

C o n g re s sman  S c h i ff ' s o w n  
staff ! 

4 .  Colonel Richard Weaver, the 
USAF officer who complied the 
GAO press  re lease th i s  art ic le  
i s  based on ,  has  prev i ou s l y  
d i s c l a i med t h e  e x i s tence of  
d o c u m e n t s  re l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
Roswe l l  event ,  y e t  n o w  a 1 ,000 
page report has been produced 
on th i s  same c ase . Even the 
most diehard of skept ics  has to 
admit that this real ly  IS pecul iar 
! 

5 .  I t  has even been suggested 
by some French skepti c s  that 
Project  Mogul  u sed captured 
1 apanese Po W s - two years 
after the end of  the war - hence 
the need to keep the whole  
th ing very quiet  ! 

H o w e v e r  o n e  v i e w s  t h e  
outcome of the G A O  enqu i ry 
no one wi l l  be surpri sed to learn 
t h at  t h e  G A O  g o e s  on t o  
q u e s t i o n  t h e  a c t i o n s  a n d  
beh av i our of  the lead ing  pro­
Roswe l l  researchers . I t  points  
out that Congres sman Sch iff 
d idn ' t  know that there was no 
mention of the Roswe l l  event  
in  any of the ear ly  USAF UFO 
projects  or that the event had 
not been promoted by anyone 
unti l  M ajor  Jesse M arcel  so ld  
h i s  pro-Roswe l l  s tory to the  
"National  Enqu i rer" i n  1 9 7 8 .  
Why no.t ? Presu mably becau se 
leading researchers d idn ' t  tel l 
h i m .  Accord i ng to the GAO 
report some of UFO l o g i s t '  s 
most voc iferou s pro Roswel l  
proponents have been abu s ing  
wi tnesses  test imony for years . 

A pri me example i s  whether 
offi cer I rv ing  Newton ( l ater 
to become a Maj or) ,  who c l aims 
that h is  descri pt ion of  how he 
was  s u m m o n e d  by Genera l  
Ramey to ident ify the debr is  in  
h i s  o ffice  h a s  been gros s l y  

T h e  N e w  UFOiogist.  I ssue 2.  

misrepresented by UFOl ogis ts .  
Newton states 

" . . .  I walked into the Gene ral ' s  
offi c e  where th i s  s u p p o sed 
fly ing  saucer was ly ing  al l  over  
the  fl oor .  As  soon as I saw i t ,  I 
g iggled and asked i f  that was 
the fl y ing saucer . . .  I to ld them 
that this  was a bal loon and a 
RA WIN target" 

Later Newton stated 

" . . .  w h i le I was examining the 
d e b r i s ,  M aj o r M ar c e l  w a s 
p icking up p ieces  of the target 
s t icks  and try ing  to conv ince 
me that some notat ions  on the 
s t i c k s  w e re a l i e n  w r i t i n g s .  
There w e re fi g u re s  o n  t h e  
s t i c k s .  l av e n d e r  o r  p i n k i n  
co lour,  appeared to b e  weather 
faded markings ,  w i th no rhyme 
or reason ( s i c ) .  He  d id  n o t  
conv ince  m e  t h a t  these were 
al ien wri t ing s . "  

I t  seems apparent  from t h i s  
one h ighly instruct ive comment 
that i t  was M aj or M arcel  who 
was a major  component i n  the 
fly ing  saucer crash story which 
was to  develop .  Newton added 

" . . .  During the ensuing years I 
have been interviewed by many 
authors ,  I have been quoted 
a n d  m i s q u o t e d . T h e  fac t s  
remain a s  ind icated above .  I 
was not  i nfluenced during the 
orig inal interview,  nor today , to 
prov ide any th ing  but what I 
know to be true ,  that i s ,  the 
m a t e r i a l  I saw in G e n e r a l  
R a m e y ' s  o ffi c e  w a s  t h e  
rem a i n s  o f  a b a l loon a n d  a 
RA W I N  target . "  

A s  a l l  UFOlog i sts  know,  i n  
UFOlogy a l i t t le myth-making 
a lway s  goes a long l ong way . 
T h e  a p p a re n t  m i s re p r e ­
sentat ion o f  Irv ing Newton ' s  
test imony seems to be a cru c i al 
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part of the myth-making desires 
of cer ta in  U FO l o g i s t s .  The 
R o s w e l l  m y t h  - l i k e  G u l f  
B re e z e ,  �J 1 2  a n d  a d o z e n  
other U F O  m y t h s  before - w i l l  
undoubtedly c arry on growing  
and  g ro w i n g  in  d i ffe r e n t  
d i rec t i o n s ,  regard less  o f  the  
G A O ' s f i n d i n g s ,  a s  t h e  
e v i d e n c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  
misrepresented in order to keep 
the spacesh ip  myth a l ive and 
k i c k i n g ,  reg ard l e s s  of such  
stron g negat ive ev idence .  

In  conclus ion i t  seems that  

- l e ad i n g  UFO re s e arc hers  
fai led to d i sp lay the  required 
l e v e l  o f  obj ec t i v i ty  i n  the ir  
i nvest igat ions into the  Roswel l  
event  in  order to progress  our  
s tudy of  UFO phenomena,  

- the fai l ings  of  this  research 
has now been summarised i n  a 
p u b l i c l y  avai l able document  
avai l able to anyone who wi shes 
to  d i s m i s s  all  UFO c l aims and 
e v i d e n c e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
UFOlogy '  s "best" case ,  

- m i l l ions  of  people have been 
mi s led about the fac ts  behind 
the case and now wonder  why 
UFOlogis ts  fai l ed to promote a 
prosaic  exp lanat ion ,  and 

- U F O  r e s e a rc h e r s  i n  t h e  
U nited S tates wi l l  n ot get  the 
o p p o rtu n i ty t o  persuade an 
i m p o rt a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  
department  t o  conduct  a UFO 
enquiry again - thanks  to the 
fa i l i n g s  o f  the pro Roswel l 
researc hers . 

I t  i s  sad to see how another 
mi sleading and damaging UFO 
myth has  been generated - one 
w h i c h  w i l l  do U F O l o g y ' s  
b l ac k e n e d  n a m e  n o t  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  p i e c e  o f  g o o d . 
H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  
Co lonel  Trakowski , t h e  ret i red 

mi l i tary officer ass igned to  the 
�ogel  Proj ect ,  "Th i s  won ' t  l ay 
i t  to  res t .  The psychology  i s  
s i mple .  People be l ieve  what  
they want  to  be l ieve . I n  New 
�exico ,  fly ing  sauceri sm has 
become a minor indu stry . There 
are whole museums dedicated 
to t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n o f  
o u t ra g e o u s  fi c t i o n s " .  I n  
UFO l og y ,  t h e  promot i o n  of  
outrageous fic t ions  seems to 
be the maj or reason why some 
researchers become i n v o l ved 
in  the subjec t  at al l .  

R O S W ELL : A CASE 
SOLVED ? 

Further c omments from Jenny 
R andl e s .  

Pau l Ful ler has  presented an 
excel lent  summary of  the GAO 
invest igat ion into the infamous 
R o s w e l l  e n c o u n t e r .  On the  
surface there seems a lmos t  no  
room for any  opt ion  o ther  than 
to c onclude that the my stery i s  
n o w  over .  UFOlogis t s  g o t  i t  
wrong a n d  t h e  case i s  c l osed .  
B u t  i s  that true?  Certain l y  the  

UFO movement wi l l  hard ly give 
up wi thout  a fight ,  but  are they 
jus t i fied in  doing so? I w anted 
to add a few pointers ,  because 
I h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in a 
detai led  study of the c ase for a 
new book d i scuss ing  the facts  
beh ind  al l known crashed UFO 
s t o r i e s  ( " U F O  R e t r i e v a l s "  
which B landford pub l i sh next  
spring . )  

First ly ,  bear in  m i n d  w h y  the 
story was subjec t  to a l l  the 
secrecy that i t  was . Th i s ,  in  my 
view, had nothing to do with  
whether there was ever  a UFO 
i n vo l ved and al l to  do wi th  
h i storical  context  and  locat ion . 
The area i n v o l ved was one of 
the most  sens i t ive  i mag inable .  
Roswel l  was t h e  o n l y  a i r  base 
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e q u i p p e d  to fl y n u c l e a r  
b o m b e r s , n e ar b y  w e re t h e  
Whi te S an d s  m i s s i l e  tes t ing 
range ,  the l aboratorie s  where 
n u c l e a r w e ap o n s  a n d  t h e  
intercontinental bal l i stic missi le 
s y s t e m s  w e re u n d e r  
devel opment and quite a b i t  
more secret  researc h .  Anything 
- a lmost  of any i mportance­
was bou nd to be taken more 
seri ou s l y  here than i f  it had 
occurred e l sewhere . �oreover, 
i t  was bound to be put under 
s t r i c t  s e c u r i t y  reg u l a t i o n s .  
Remember there was a w ar 
o n . I t  w a s  e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y  
cal led t h e  " c o l d  w ar" b u t  the 
need for secrecy was as in tense 
as i f  i t  were world war I l l . 

Only  two years before there 
h a d b e e n  a m aj o r s e c re t  
inve st igat ion in to the so-cal led 
"Foo Fighters" ,  wi tnessed i n  
t h e  main by US a i r  crews over 
Europe . The nature of these 
UFOs ( actual l y  a recogni sable  
type of  UAP to modern day 
U F O l o g i s t s )  w a s  n e v e r  
u n c o v e re d  b y  t o p  m i l i t ary 
personnel  of  the era. Then ,only  
a year before Roswel l ,  there 
were the "ghost rockets" over 
S c andinav i a .  These were even 
more of a problem,  bec ause 
they were genuinely thought to  
be secret weapon s being tested 
b y  the R u s s i an s .  Th i s  w a s  
probably  n o t  t h e  case ,  and that  
c o n c l u s i o n  was formu l at i n g  
about  t h e  t i me that t h e  Roswel l 
affair  unfolded . Either  way , the 
Americans  s i mply  had to be 
perturbed by an inc ident  which  
came amidst  a wave of UFO 
act i v i ty  over their  own soi l .  
As  w e  now know there were 
several  aer ia l  encounters i n  
J u n e  and J u l y  1 94 7 w h i c h  l e d  t o  
t h e  c reat ion of a study proj ec t  
a t  Wright Field in Dayton,Ohio,  
w i t h i n  fi ve months of  the i r  
occu rrenc e . R o s w e l l  c ame at  
the start of this  and could hardly 
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be ignored .  The USA had been 
caught  out  by the Japanese 
sneak attack on Pearl  H arbor, 
H awai i .  They could not take 
any chances agai n .  

I n  add i t i o n ,  i t  i s  n ot w i dely  
rea l i sed that i n  Ju ly  1947 the 
armed forces  of  the USA were 
not as structured as today . The 
army and air force were one 
body on the verge of separat ion . 
A n y  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n fu s i o n 
caused by one units  involvement 
in a secre t  re searc h p roj e c t  
w h i c h  w a s  then kept from other 
serv ices  on a "need to  know" 
b a s i s  has t o  b e  taken i n t o  
account . Reca l l  that in  J anuary 
1948 when Thomas �antel l  died 
i n  h i s  a ircraft wh i l s t  chas ing a 
UFO nobody at h i s  base ,  or 
i ndeed i n  the serv ice branch he 
worked for ,  seemed aware of 
the S kyhook bal loon proj ect . 
Th i s  was a naval  expe riment 
and �an te l l  ' s  un i t  seemingly  
were kept  in  the dark about  i t s  
ongoing nature . As  a resu l t  the  
mi staken assumption was made 
that i t  was a UFO, one for which 
a brave p i l ot paid wi th  h is  l i fe 
after c l imbing too h igh  i n  a 
fru i t less  pursu i t .  

An other lesson that t h e  �antel l  
affair teaches i s  that the US 
A i r  F o r c e P r oj e c t  S i g n  
attempted t o  expla in  i t  away i n  
a n  absurd fash ion (c la iming that 
the p i lot was chas ing  venus ! ) .  
T h i s  w a s  n e v e r  t e n a b l e  ( as 
s c i e n c e  ad v i s o r D r  J A l i e n  
Hynek t o l d  them) b u t  i t  was 
done to calm media fears about 
a l i e n  spac ec raft zapp ing  h i s  
p lane from t h e  s k y  a n d  because 
they act u a l l y  h ad n o  bet ter  
exp lan at ion to offer .  Even the 
ai r force invest igatiors were not  
f u l l y  i n fo r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  
Skyhook tests  and had t o  reac h 
c o n c l u s i o n s  o n  i n c o m p l e t e 
ev idence as a resu l t  of the then 
incompetent inter-departmental 

exchange of informat ion . 

It i s  more than poss ib le  that 
Roswel l  suffered a s imi lar kind 
of internal botch up .Very l ikely 
the " i t  was a weather bal l oon" 
theory was hast i ly concocted 
at Carswel l  Air  Force base for 
exact ly  the same reason the 
"Mante l l  d ied c h as ing venus" 
so lut ion was l ater fabricated . 
I n d e e d  t h a t  l a t t e r  c r a z y  
e x p l an at i o n  m a y  h a v e  o n l y  
been fo i stered onto the publ ic  
because the same trick worked 
so w e l l  w i t h R o s w e l l  s i x  
months earl ier .  

What I am suggest ing i s  that  
the invest igat ing authorit ies at  
Roswe l l  probably knew i t  was 
no ord inary bal loon that had 
c o m e d o w n  b u t  e q u a l l y  
doubted ( al though they may 
have sus pected) that it was a 
spacesh ip .  The last  th ing  they 
w a n t e d  w a s  fo r s u c h  a 
sen sat ional conclus ion to be 
the subj ect  of media  debate,  
s o  t h e y  s u b s t i tu ted  a fake 
bal loon for the real  debr is  and 
pushed the bal loon argument 
onto the publ ic .  In the meantime 
they flew the real wreckage to 
Dayton for anal y s i s .  

B ear in  m i n d  someth ing e l se  
that i s  importan t .  The concept 
t h at the UFO was  rea l l y  a 
bal loon only fooled the publ ic at 
a l l  b e c au se t h e  R o s w e l l 
wreckage was very bal loon l ike,  
compri s ing  of parchment ,  thin 
foi l ,  balsa wood and the sort . 
Certainly there were anomal ies ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  a l l e g e d  n e a r 
indestructabi l ity of the material 
found at the crash s i te ,  but  in 
general what was frequent ly  
reported was far more l ike a 
bal loion in nature than any kind 
of  in terp l anetary spacesh i p .  
Imag i ne r iski n g  t h e  vacuum o f  
t h e  un i verse i n  a craft made 
out  of bal sa wood and paper !  
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I su spec t ,  in a sense, both the 
bel ievers and the scept ics  w i l l  
b e  proven r ight  about t h i s  case . 
Someth ing  d id  cras h .  I t  was 
not  a mundane bal l oon . Th i s  
w as j u st  a cover story hast i l y  
concocted .  But  t h e  real objec t  
tha t  was present  remains  open 
to conj ectu re . A secret bal l oon 
proj e c t  t h a t the A rmy A i r  
Force a t  Roswel l  knew noth ing 
about i s  feas ib le . It may even 
be vaguely  feas ib le  that th is  
true so lut ion was then lost for 
5 0  y e ars  i n  a b u re au c ra t i c  
maze . After al l t h e  real  cu lpr i t  
for the �an te l l  c rash ,  wh i l s t 
su spected for years , was real l y  
o n l y  u n c o vered i n  1 9 9 3  b y  
d i l igent  work by a UFOlog i s t .  

The US government cou ld  have 
prov ided that p roof had they 
been bothered to search their  
arch i ves  at any point  i n  the 
p a s t . I s u s p e c t  t h e y  w e re 
aware that the tru th was not  as 
they had told i t  at the t i me of 
the �ante l l  death and were 
afr a i d  t h a t t o o  m u c h 
i n vest igat ion might  reveal not  
on ly  their  incompetence but  
their  cynical  attempt to l ie  to  
the publ i c .  Exact ly the same 
log ic  may expla in  why n obody 
wanted to e x hume the Roswe l l  
rec ords and searc h for "the 
truth" here .  I t  hard ly  mattered 
w h e t h e r  t h a t  t ru t h  w o u l d  
emerge as a secret experiment 
( as the GAO study c la ims i t  
h a s )  or  s o m e t h i n g  m o re 
i n e x p l i c ab l e .  W h at t h e  U S  
g o v e r n m e n t  k n e w  w o u l d  
emerge was  that  i n  1 94 7 i t  
i nvented a story , l i ed to the 
pub l i c  and engaged i n  a cover 
up becau se i t  su spected the 
o bj e c t  t h a t w a s  re c o v e red  
might  have been a spacesh i p .  
That s u s p i c i o n  al one i s  t h e  
problem,  n o t  whether i t  was 
u l t imate ly  proven or d i sproven 
to be the case .  

Page 3 1 .  



part of the myth-making desires 
of cer ta in  U FO l o g i s t s .  The 
R o s w e l l  m y t h  - l i k e  G u l f  
B re e z e ,  �J 1 2  a n d  a d o z e n  
other U F O  m y t h s  before - w i l l  
undoubtedly c arry on growing  
and  g ro w i n g  in  d i ffe r e n t  
d i rec t i o n s ,  regard less  o f  the  
G A O ' s f i n d i n g s ,  a s  t h e  
e v i d e n c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  
misrepresented in order to keep 
the spacesh ip  myth a l ive and 
k i c k i n g ,  reg ard l e s s  of such  
stron g negat ive ev idence .  

In  conclus ion i t  seems that  

- l e ad i n g  UFO re s e arc hers  
fai led to d i sp lay the  required 
l e v e l  o f  obj ec t i v i ty  i n  the ir  
i nvest igat ions into the  Roswel l  
event  in  order to progress  our  
s tudy of  UFO phenomena,  

- the fai l ings  of  this  research 
has now been summarised i n  a 
p u b l i c l y  avai l able document  
avai l able to anyone who wi shes 
to  d i s m i s s  all  UFO c l aims and 
e v i d e n c e  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
UFOlogy '  s "best" case ,  

- m i l l ions  of  people have been 
mi s led about the fac ts  behind 
the case and now wonder  why 
UFOlogis ts  fai l ed to promote a 
prosaic  exp lanat ion ,  and 

- U F O  r e s e a rc h e r s  i n  t h e  
U nited S tates wi l l  n ot get  the 
o p p o rtu n i ty t o  persuade an 
i m p o rt a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  
department  t o  conduct  a UFO 
enquiry again - thanks  to the 
fa i l i n g s  o f  the pro Roswel l 
researc hers . 

I t  i s  sad to see how another 
mi sleading and damaging UFO 
myth has  been generated - one 
w h i c h  w i l l  do U F O l o g y ' s  
b l ac k e n e d  n a m e  n o t  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  p i e c e  o f  g o o d . 
H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  
Co lonel  Trakowski , t h e  ret i red 

mi l i tary officer ass igned to  the 
�ogel  Proj ect ,  "Th i s  won ' t  l ay 
i t  to  res t .  The psychology  i s  
s i mple .  People be l ieve  what  
they want  to  be l ieve . I n  New 
�exico ,  fly ing  sauceri sm has 
become a minor indu stry . There 
are whole museums dedicated 
to t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n o f  
o u t ra g e o u s  fi c t i o n s " .  I n  
UFO l og y ,  t h e  promot i o n  of  
outrageous fic t ions  seems to 
be the maj or reason why some 
researchers become i n v o l ved 
in  the subjec t  at al l .  

R O S W ELL : A CASE 
SOLVED ? 

Further c omments from Jenny 
R andl e s .  

Pau l Ful ler has  presented an 
excel lent  summary of  the GAO 
invest igat ion into the infamous 
R o s w e l l  e n c o u n t e r .  On the  
surface there seems a lmos t  no  
room for any  opt ion  o ther  than 
to c onclude that the my stery i s  
n o w  over .  UFOlogis t s  g o t  i t  
wrong a n d  t h e  case i s  c l osed .  
B u t  i s  that true?  Certain l y  the  

UFO movement wi l l  hard ly give 
up wi thout  a fight ,  but  are they 
jus t i fied in  doing so? I w anted 
to add a few pointers ,  because 
I h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in a 
detai led  study of the c ase for a 
new book d i scuss ing  the facts  
beh ind  al l known crashed UFO 
s t o r i e s  ( " U F O  R e t r i e v a l s "  
which B landford pub l i sh next  
spring . )  

First ly ,  bear in  m i n d  w h y  the 
story was subjec t  to a l l  the 
secrecy that i t  was . Th i s ,  in  my 
view, had nothing to do with  
whether there was ever  a UFO 
i n vo l ved and al l to  do wi th  
h i storical  context  and  locat ion . 
The area i n v o l ved was one of 
the most  sens i t ive  i mag inable .  
Roswel l  was t h e  o n l y  a i r  base 
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e q u i p p e d  to fl y n u c l e a r  
b o m b e r s , n e ar b y  w e re t h e  
Whi te S an d s  m i s s i l e  tes t ing 
range ,  the l aboratorie s  where 
n u c l e a r w e ap o n s  a n d  t h e  
intercontinental bal l i stic missi le 
s y s t e m s  w e re u n d e r  
devel opment and quite a b i t  
more secret  researc h .  Anything 
- a lmost  of any i mportance­
was bou nd to be taken more 
seri ou s l y  here than i f  it had 
occurred e l sewhere . �oreover, 
i t  was bound to be put under 
s t r i c t  s e c u r i t y  reg u l a t i o n s .  
Remember there was a w ar 
o n . I t  w a s  e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y  
cal led t h e  " c o l d  w ar" b u t  the 
need for secrecy was as in tense 
as i f  i t  were world war I l l . 

Only  two years before there 
h a d b e e n  a m aj o r s e c re t  
inve st igat ion in to the so-cal led 
"Foo Fighters" ,  wi tnessed i n  
t h e  main by US a i r  crews over 
Europe . The nature of these 
UFOs ( actual l y  a recogni sable  
type of  UAP to modern day 
U F O l o g i s t s )  w a s  n e v e r  
u n c o v e re d  b y  t o p  m i l i t ary 
personnel  of  the era. Then ,only  
a year before Roswel l ,  there 
were the "ghost rockets" over 
S c andinav i a .  These were even 
more of a problem,  bec ause 
they were genuinely thought to  
be secret weapon s being tested 
b y  the R u s s i an s .  Th i s  w a s  
probably  n o t  t h e  case ,  and that  
c o n c l u s i o n  was formu l at i n g  
about  t h e  t i me that t h e  Roswel l 
affair  unfolded . Either  way , the 
Americans  s i mply  had to be 
perturbed by an inc ident  which  
came amidst  a wave of UFO 
act i v i ty  over their  own soi l .  
As  w e  now know there were 
several  aer ia l  encounters i n  
J u n e  and J u l y  1 94 7 w h i c h  l e d  t o  
t h e  c reat ion of a study proj ec t  
a t  Wright Field in Dayton,Ohio,  
w i t h i n  fi ve months of  the i r  
occu rrenc e . R o s w e l l  c ame at  
the start of this  and could hardly 
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be ignored .  The USA had been 
caught  out  by the Japanese 
sneak attack on Pearl  H arbor, 
H awai i .  They could not take 
any chances agai n .  

I n  add i t i o n ,  i t  i s  n ot w i dely  
rea l i sed that i n  Ju ly  1947 the 
armed forces  of  the USA were 
not as structured as today . The 
army and air force were one 
body on the verge of separat ion . 
A n y  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n fu s i o n 
caused by one units  involvement 
in a secre t  re searc h p roj e c t  
w h i c h  w a s  then kept from other 
serv ices  on a "need to  know" 
b a s i s  has t o  b e  taken i n t o  
account . Reca l l  that in  J anuary 
1948 when Thomas �antel l  died 
i n  h i s  a ircraft wh i l s t  chas ing a 
UFO nobody at h i s  base ,  or 
i ndeed i n  the serv ice branch he 
worked for ,  seemed aware of 
the S kyhook bal loon proj ect . 
Th i s  was a naval  expe riment 
and �an te l l  ' s  un i t  seemingly  
were kept  in  the dark about  i t s  
ongoing nature . As  a resu l t  the  
mi staken assumption was made 
that i t  was a UFO, one for which 
a brave p i l ot paid wi th  h is  l i fe 
after c l imbing too h igh  i n  a 
fru i t less  pursu i t .  

An other lesson that t h e  �antel l  
affair teaches i s  that the US 
A i r  F o r c e P r oj e c t  S i g n  
attempted t o  expla in  i t  away i n  
a n  absurd fash ion (c la iming that 
the p i lot was chas ing  venus ! ) .  
T h i s  w a s  n e v e r  t e n a b l e  ( as 
s c i e n c e  ad v i s o r D r  J A l i e n  
Hynek t o l d  them) b u t  i t  was 
done to calm media fears about 
a l i e n  spac ec raft zapp ing  h i s  
p lane from t h e  s k y  a n d  because 
they act u a l l y  h ad n o  bet ter  
exp lan at ion to offer .  Even the 
ai r force invest igatiors were not  
f u l l y  i n fo r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  
Skyhook tests  and had t o  reac h 
c o n c l u s i o n s  o n  i n c o m p l e t e 
ev idence as a resu l t  of the then 
incompetent inter-departmental 

exchange of informat ion . 

It i s  more than poss ib le  that 
Roswel l  suffered a s imi lar kind 
of internal botch up .Very l ikely 
the " i t  was a weather bal l oon" 
theory was hast i ly concocted 
at Carswel l  Air  Force base for 
exact ly  the same reason the 
"Mante l l  d ied c h as ing venus" 
so lut ion was l ater fabricated . 
I n d e e d  t h a t  l a t t e r  c r a z y  
e x p l an at i o n  m a y  h a v e  o n l y  
been fo i stered onto the publ ic  
because the same trick worked 
so w e l l  w i t h R o s w e l l  s i x  
months earl ier .  

What I am suggest ing i s  that  
the invest igat ing authorit ies at  
Roswe l l  probably knew i t  was 
no ord inary bal loon that had 
c o m e d o w n  b u t  e q u a l l y  
doubted ( al though they may 
have sus pected) that it was a 
spacesh ip .  The last  th ing  they 
w a n t e d  w a s  fo r s u c h  a 
sen sat ional conclus ion to be 
the subj ect  of media  debate,  
s o  t h e y  s u b s t i tu ted  a fake 
bal loon for the real  debr is  and 
pushed the bal loon argument 
onto the publ ic .  In the meantime 
they flew the real wreckage to 
Dayton for anal y s i s .  

B ear in  m i n d  someth ing e l se  
that i s  importan t .  The concept 
t h at the UFO was  rea l l y  a 
bal loon only fooled the publ ic at 
a l l  b e c au se t h e  R o s w e l l 
wreckage was very bal loon l ike,  
compri s ing  of parchment ,  thin 
foi l ,  balsa wood and the sort . 
Certainly there were anomal ies ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  a l l e g e d  n e a r 
indestructabi l ity of the material 
found at the crash s i te ,  but  in 
general what was frequent ly  
reported was far more l ike a 
bal loion in nature than any kind 
of  in terp l anetary spacesh i p .  
Imag i ne r iski n g  t h e  vacuum o f  
t h e  un i verse i n  a craft made 
out  of bal sa wood and paper !  
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I su spec t ,  in a sense, both the 
bel ievers and the scept ics  w i l l  
b e  proven r ight  about t h i s  case . 
Someth ing  d id  cras h .  I t  was 
not  a mundane bal l oon . Th i s  
w as j u st  a cover story hast i l y  
concocted .  But  t h e  real objec t  
tha t  was present  remains  open 
to conj ectu re . A secret bal l oon 
proj e c t  t h a t the A rmy A i r  
Force a t  Roswel l  knew noth ing 
about i s  feas ib le . It may even 
be vaguely  feas ib le  that th is  
true so lut ion was then lost for 
5 0  y e ars  i n  a b u re au c ra t i c  
maze . After al l t h e  real  cu lpr i t  
for the �an te l l  c rash ,  wh i l s t 
su spected for years , was real l y  
o n l y  u n c o vered i n  1 9 9 3  b y  
d i l igent  work by a UFOlog i s t .  

The US government cou ld  have 
prov ided that p roof had they 
been bothered to search their  
arch i ves  at any point  i n  the 
p a s t . I s u s p e c t  t h e y  w e re 
aware that the tru th was not  as 
they had told i t  at the t i me of 
the �ante l l  death and were 
afr a i d  t h a t t o o  m u c h 
i n vest igat ion might  reveal not  
on ly  their  incompetence but  
their  cynical  attempt to l ie  to  
the publ i c .  Exact ly the same 
log ic  may expla in  why n obody 
wanted to e x hume the Roswe l l  
rec ords and searc h for "the 
truth" here .  I t  hard ly  mattered 
w h e t h e r  t h a t  t ru t h  w o u l d  
emerge as a secret experiment 
( as the GAO study c la ims i t  
h a s )  or  s o m e t h i n g  m o re 
i n e x p l i c ab l e .  W h at t h e  U S  
g o v e r n m e n t  k n e w  w o u l d  
emerge was  that  i n  1 94 7 i t  
i nvented a story , l i ed to the 
pub l i c  and engaged i n  a cover 
up becau se i t  su spected the 
o bj e c t  t h a t w a s  re c o v e red  
might  have been a spacesh i p .  
That s u s p i c i o n  al one i s  t h e  
problem,  n o t  whether i t  was 
u l t imate ly  proven or d i sproven 
to be the case .  
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(i \ --- � \ S o ,  i s  there any room left to 
contemplate that a real UFO 
was  encou ntered at Roswe l l ?  
T h e  overwh lming  c o n s i s tency 
of witness  tes t imony remai n s  
and i s  s t i l l  a problem.  The c l aims 
about a l ien bod ies  are frankly 
much less  c red ib le  and l arge l y  
emerged l o n g  after t h e  fac t .  
None o f  the key wi tne s s e s  (eg  
M aj or Jes se M arce l or rancher  
W i l l iam B raze l ) spoke of these . 
In  effect  what we have i s  a 
cur ious  object  that was  found 
in  a fie l d .  and not  an awful  lo t  
more .  

Even the or ig ina l  pre s s  report s 
on the  day when i t  was be ing 
hai led by the  media as  a "fl y i ng 
s a u c e r "  ( i e tn e ffe c t  a 
s p ac e s h i p )  l ab e l l e d t h i s  
d i sc o very wi th  the odd and far 
fro m s e n s a t i o n a l  w o rd 
" i n st rument" ,  as opposed t o  
"c raft" or "mac h i n e " .  Imagine 
t h e  D a i l y  S t a r  u s i n g  an 
an t i s e p t i c  term l i ke  that  t o  
describe a UFO c ase t oday . 
A n y  j ourna l i s t worth the ir  sa l t  
w o u l d  c onj ure u p  a grap h i c  
image for someth ing purported 
to be a p o s s i b l e  c r a s h e d  
s p ac e s h i p .  O n l y  a fo rt n i g h t  
befo re t h e  en d u r i n g  p h rase  
"fl y i ng s aucer" was created by  
an American wr i ter  to descr ibe 
a less  dramatic epi sode . S o  why 
was the R o s w e l l  w re c k ag e  
reported so matter of fac t l y  b y  
t h o s e  on t h e  scene w h o  earned 
t h e i r  c o rn by  report i n g  t h e  
new s ?  That o n e  s imple fac t  may 
say more about a l l  of th i s than 
an y t h i n g  e l se and h as been 
ignored by most  researc hers so  
far as I can see . 

Of  c ourse ,  the  truth cou l d  be 
t h a t  t h i s  r e a l l y  w a s  an 
ex traterre strial  device . Anyone 
w h o  ru l e s  t h a t o u t  on t h e  
s t reng th  of  t h e  G A O  report 
a lone is being hasty , as the GAO 
purpose ly  avo i ded try i n g  to  

re i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c a s e  a n d  
openly  admitted a s  such from 
day one . A l l  they did was l ook 
fo r m i s s i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  
which  could  long s ince  have 
been sp i r i ted away and the tra i l  
obscurred . A l l  one c an conc lude 
is  t h a t  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
"smoki ng gun" and crashed U FO 
l o c k e d  a w a y I n  a v a u l t  
somewhere ,  wh ich  before the  
advent  of the GAO study was 
l o o k i n g  a re a l  p r o s p e c t , i s  
certai n l y  l e s s  tenable now m 

the wake of the ir  find ings .  

The  Roswe l l  s tory i s  not  over  by 
any mean s and may never be 
c onc luded as so  much t ime has 
now s l i pped  by . The grea t e s t  
case that e v e r  was s t i l l  breathe s ,  
j u st about ,  b u t  i t  s e e m s  to  b e  
surv i v ing  on l i fe support . 

I 
The Last 

Word 
+ On 1 7 th December B B C  
Te l e v i s i o n  w i l l  ru n a 5 hour 
themed programme about the  
paran ormal . Prov i s ional l y  t i t led 
" Weird T V "  i t  wi l l  i nc l ude some 
UFO material  and wi l l  dominate 
that Saturday ' s  v iewing on B BC-
2 .  I t e m s  p l a n n e d  i n c l u d e  
in terv iews  w i th wi tnesses  and a 
paran ormal rev iew of the year . 

+ The TV series " S trange but 
Tru e ? " , made by L WT and 
ho sted by M ic hae l Aspel and 
featur ing re searc h from Peter 
Hough and Jenny Randles  airs 
right through to  9 December on 
the ITV network .  In i t ia l  rat ings  
have proved excel lent . That fi nal 
show i n  the series is a 30  minue 
UFO special  about  the infamous 
R e n d l e s h a m  F o r e s t  c a s e  i n  
Dece mber 1 980 .  W i th spec ial  
effects  and the bringing together 
of key wi tnesses  for he fi rs t  
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t ime this  looks very dramatic . 
T h e  b o o k  o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  
c o m p i l e d  b y  H o u g h  & 
Randles  wi th  a forward by 
M i chael Aspe l ,  i s  pub l i shed 
by P iatkus out  now at £ I 0 .  99 .  

• The " Ne t w o rk Fi rs t "  
o n e - h o u r  d o c u m e n t a r y  
a b o u t  t h e  UFO c o v e r- u p  
fe a t u r i n g  re s e a rc h  b y  T i m  
G o o d  w a s  p o s t p o n e d  fro m  
i t s  1 8  O c t o b e r  s l o t  o n  t h e  
I T V  n e t w o r k  a t  t h e  l a s t  
m i n ute . N o  n e w  d at e  h a s  
y e t  been  s e t  b u t  i t  see m s  
l i ke l y  t o  b e  i n  e ar l y 1 99 5 . 
I t  fe a t u re s  r e p o r t s  i n t o  
c as e s  s u c h  a s  R o s w e l l  a n d  
G u l f B re e z e  a s  w e l l  a s  
s o m e  U K  m ater i a l .  

+ New UFO t i t l e s  known 
to be due for Bri t ish pub li shers 
over  the n e x t  few months  
inc l ude Jenny Randles  " S tar 

I C h i l dren "  from Robert Ha le  
( December) ,  which  examines  
a l l e g e d  c a s e s  w h e re 
w i tnesses  feel  they are 'not  
of  t h i s  e a r t h '  and fro m 
B landford in early 1 995 Albert 
B udden ' s  long awaited fu l l  
coverage of h i s  environmental 
pol lut ion theory ( " UFOs : The 
E l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  
Indictment " ) .  Phi l ip  Mantle i s  
al so  known to be working  on 
a new UFO book ad vert i s i ng  
thi s recent ly  v i a  a le t te r  in 
' T V  T i m e s '  a s k i n g  for 
ce lebri t i e s  to report to h i  m 
wi th  encou nters . If he checks  
out " Phantoms of the S oap 
Operas " by Jenny  Ran d l e s  
( R obert H a l e ,  1 9 9 0 )  he wi  1 1  
fi nd several already compi led 
- inc lud ing  the day the U S S  
Enterpri se s ' s  C aptain James 
T Kirk ( al i as ac tor W i l l iam 
S h atner) c l aims  that he was 
rescued by a U FO when h i s  
m otorbike co nked o u t  in  the 
m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s c a r i n g  
Cal i forn ian desert ! 
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